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By Ed Johnson 

 
ñHow many are in your quartet?ò is a question 
actually asked of me by a lady booking my quar-
tet.  Then thereôs the old ñeveryone knows a 
quartet sings better with a fifth (or 750 ml.).ò  
All joking aside, it takes four to sing 4 -part har-
mony, and yes, a fifth person, as a coach, often 
helps a quartet improve its singing.  
 
Ten quartets are considered by the Music & Per-
formance team as ñChapter quartets,ò including: 
Eastsiders, Joint Venture, Sonoran Sound, 
Heartsong, Matinee Idles, Oasis, Chordinary 
Guys, GV Blend, Seventh Heaven, and Chord 
Conspiracy.  Two of the quartets are at least 
temporarily inactive:  Seventh Heaven has been 
dealing with some health issues, and Chord 
Conspiracy is presently seeking a bass. 
 
Here is an interesting twist to the ñHow many in 
your quartet?ò question.  Eastsiders and Joint 
Venture are really the same quartet with two 
different leads: Les Walters in JV, and Jay Ayres 
in Eastsiders.  Tenor Roy Ireland is contact for 
both and reports that most of their non competi-
tion performances include all five singers, with 
the two leads swapping out for certain songs in 

the repertoire.  ñIt keeps both configurations fresh 
and is interesting for the audience, too,ò reports 
Roy.  Bass Rich Kates and Baritone Wayne Loh-
meier round out the five -man quartet; er, the two 
quartets. 
 
Our feature quartet this issue is Sonoran Sound: 
Tenor Connie Keil, Lead Keith Brunson, Baritone 
Gil Storms, and Bass Paul Sheppard.   
 
Sonoran Sound: How Weôre Spending Our 
Summer Vacation  
  
Well, here we are. The phantom quartet of the 
Tucson Chapter, the ñXò in the Tucson Barbershop 
eXperience. What are they up to? They never 
come to chapter meetings. Are they even singing 
together any more? 
  
Well, actually, we are!  In fact, weôre probably 
singing together more this summer than in sum-
mers past, and we have seven or eight gigs com-
ing up in the fall, including two with the chorus 
(October 25 and December 13), a workshop at 
Salpointe HS, and the CDO Chapter Holiday Show, 
December 12.  
 
Weôve also been trying to refresh the repertoire a 
bit. Learning new music is one of our favorite 
things to do, and recently weôve added  
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ñConsider Yourselfò (from ñOliver!ò), the beauti-
ful Scottish folk ballad ñLoch Lomond,ò and 
ñThank You Very Muchò (from ñScroogeò). Weôre 
sorting through some other new charts now, but 
choosing new material is a painstaking process. 
Itôs all about finding whatôs comfortable to sing, 
what suits us, what keeps the repertoire bal-
anced, etc. 
  
So our plateôs full enough. Of course, we always 
hope to get free on a Wednesday night so we 
can visit, and we hope to join Tucson Barber-
shop eXperience for the ñcircusò in March. 
 

Gil Storms, Bari 
 
Be sure to check out the Sonoran Soundsô web 
site at www.sonoransoundquartet.com, where 
you can learn more about the singers, their rep-
ertoire and even hear them sing!  
 
Please contact me, Ed Johnson, with questions 
about quarteting or with information about your 
quartet.  In the next issue of the VOICE, QUAR-
TET Experience  will feature GV Blend quartet 
as well as information on the Monthly Monday 
Quartet Singing Night.  (Ed. Note:  Ed Johnson 
has accepted appointment as the Quartet Editor 
for the VOICE.  Thanks Ed!) 
 

Anyone have a B -Flat?  
 

Wes Krause, Music and Perf. VP 

 
Gentlemen, it is a good feeling 
seeing all the major concerts and 

performances coming together and getting 
firmed up for the balance of this year and into 
2010. Frank Hartline, Steve Chrisman, your 
Board of Directors and other strategic individu-
als including myself have been working very 
hard to turn things around and set the chorus 
on a new course to continued success. I believe 
we are achieving our plan and well on the way 
to become the chapter and chorus we are des-
tined to be.  
 

With the announcement of the October 25 th fall 
concert and December 13th Christmas concert I 
hope we are all looking forward to being on stage 
for the added concerts and new venues. We are 
looking at two more Christmas concerts and 
things are looking very good for the series of 
three Circus Shows in the spring. I hope to an-
nounce one more fall concert very shortly if the 
last pieces of the puzzle come together for a total 
of three fall concerts for tbX - including Green Val-
ley. Letôs keep up the good work on the risers in 
preparation for integrating both our Digital audio 
taping program and enhanced visual team to help 
all of us become better singers and performers as 
we move forward.  
 
All those who participated in the Fred Koch Memo-
rial Barbershop Bash in Phoenix had a great time. 
Mike Vo made his lead debut in a quartet with me 
for the ñLuck of the Drawò contest and we came 
back to Tucson with the Gold - nice job Mike!! 
(Ed. Note: AND Wes!)  We also had two VLQôs ï 
placing second and third respectively out of four 
VLQôs. Spirit of Phoenix edged our VLQ #1 out by 
only 4 points- close one- especially since we sang 
Maôamselle and weôve only been on that a couple 
weeks. VLQ #2 sang I Donôt Mind and did a great 
job also. Thanks to all the guys who took the time 
to represent our Chapter at the Bash. 
  
Iôm going to fool you and write a ñshortò article 
this month- I can see Updegraff falling over right 
now (not falling over, just very appreciative of ALL 
your contributions, Wes!) . I just wanted to make 
sure you get all of our new dates and perform-
ances down on your schedules and datebooks so 
we donôt have any last minute ñI didnôt know 
about that oneò inferences. I think we will be firm 
very shortly - within a couple weeks - on the last 
of the fall concerts. And not too far into the future 
on two more Christmas concerts and the three 
circus shows in the spring. Itôs a very busy sched-
ule but I know tbX is perfectly capable of stepping 
up to the plate and raising the bar for this chorus 
- things are going very well. Letôs keep up the mo-
mentum into the fall.         

http://www.sonoransoundquartet.com/
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All About Youth in  
Harmony!  
 

Ron Hayes, YIH VP 
 

Currently the YIH Festival Com-
mittee is preparing for the Fourth Annual  
Southern Arizona Youth in Harmony Festival at 
Flowing Wells HS on Sept. 19th.  Sharing the op-
eration of the festival are members of the Tuc-
son Desert Harmony Chapter, Sweet Adelines, 
International.  
 
This yearôs clinicians include Anna-Lisa Glad, a 
faculty member and experienced clinician from 
Sweet Adelines, and Mark Freedkin, chairman 
for the annual SoCal YIH Festival.  We are fortu-
nate in having these two highly qualified indi-
viduals. Connie Keil along with Dayle Ann Cook 
will also be assisting the two lead clinicians. 
 
Also assisting with the Festival workshops will be 
Joint Venture, Sonoran Sound, and Havinô a 
Blast quartets, as well as a team of chairpersons 
from both chapters.  
 
This yearôs list of participating schools began 
with returning school and music educators with 
whom we have worked in the past. Unfortu-
nately, due to financial hardships schools have 
had to lay off teachers. One-third of the twenty 
schools invited have new or transferred teach-
ers. We began contacting schools and teachers  
when they began returning from their summer 
break.  
 
This year we placed the registration materials 
and music on a festival web page, password and 
copyright protected for the convenience of the 
teachers and students. In working together we 
continue to have a Youth in Harmony Festival 
admired and respected by many in our two so-
cieties. We thank the Chapter for its continued  
help and support. 

We would learn more from our  
mistakes if we were not  

so busy denying that we make them.  

The New Member Re-
porter: Steve Chrisman  
 
Meet Jim Robbins:  
 

Jim Robbins is an accomplished multi-lingual 
singer from Newton, Massachusetts. His singing 
life has included church choirs, Beth Elohem Syna-
gogue, the Choir at Wesley, the Tanglewood Fes-
tival chorus, with Pro-Musica of Boston, and in the 
John Oliver Chorale.  Jim states, he finds similarity 
between the singing of the John Oliver Chorale 
and the TBX under direction of Jeff Dolan.  Jim 
also states he knows ñquality when he sees itò and 
ñcoming to Tucson to sing has been something he 
has wanted to do every since he heard us sing our 
Irish show.ò Jim is new to barbershop. He was 
introduced to our hobby by Charlie Bauder and 
sings BASS beside me in the Green Valleyaires. 
Jim finds the TBX ñthoroughly enjoyableò and the 
music the TBX sings. We are in his words, 
ñenchantingly, wonderful!ò 
 
Educated at Harvard, Jim received his B.S. in Po-
litical Science, a degree he chose partly because 
of his interest in history and partly due to his fas-
cination with Harvardôs forward thinking and ex-
cellent teaching staff. Following his training at 
Harvard he left for Paris where he earned his sec-
ond degree in French Literature and sat for his 
University exams in French. It was in France that 
he trained to sing French madrigals and was ac-
cepted as a performer of that art form.  Jim would 
pursue his music and become equally adept as a 
soloist or a member of a Chorus. The pinnacle 
honor he most enjoyed was to be chosen by Con-
gregation Beth Elohem Congregation as their solo-
ist for Yom Kippur. 
 
Jim is an avid sportsman who excelled at football 
in high school. It was that sport that nearly ended 
his life. Jim suffered a subdural hematoma which 
left him paralyzed on one side; and, rather than 
die he made a full recovery. As soon as he could 
he exchanged foot ball for swimming and down -
hill skiing; sports he still participates in whenever 
he can.  Jim still swims 40 minutes every day and  

(cont. on Page 4) 
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(Cont. from Page 3)  
sneaks off for ski trips whenever he can. Jim 
was rated 4-F for the Army due to the head in-
jury; but, was permitted to serve in 1953. He 
served in the Army in Military Intelligence.  
 
To all external appearances Jimôs physical age is 
about 68; his conditioning belies a person in 
their 50ôs. Jimôs stated age in years is 83. He is 
a widower to cancer and a proud father of two 
young ladies ages 19 and 29. Jim is a retired 
Life Insurance Broker of 50 years experience. 
His company was purchased by Alexander and 
Alexander, the second largest Insurance Broker-
age in the U.S. for whom Jim worked for an-
other three years before retiring in 1976. Jim 
swims daily for exercise, teaches Shakespeare, 
and sings. Jimôs current Shakespearian favorite 
is ñThe Merchant of Veniceò but he has taught 
most of Shakespeareôs works and tastes change. 

Give a warm welcome to our newest star, Jim 
Robbins. 

Above is a photo of ñHeartsongò getting ready for 

their 2-song performance at Saguaro Christian 
Churchôs Ice Cream Social on Sunday, August 30. 

Splinters from the Board  
 
Steve Chrisman, Secretary  

 

What is going on in the BOD? 

Recent approvals: 

1. Membership: A new Member Orientation 

manual and a mentor process. 

2. Music: Digital taping and quartet qualifica-

tion; two new musical productions.  

3. Marketing: Development of new venues, a 

Report from Harmony  
University  
 
Ron Hayes, YIH VP 

 
 

I was fortunate to attend Harmony University 
2009 during the week of July 26 th through August 
2nd at Western Missouri State College. Classes in-
cluded: 
 
Make It Believable Or Donôt Bother 

Gary Plaag 
The Technical Theater and Its Crew 

Doug Maddox and Syl Wetle 
How to Be A Great Lead 

Dave Calland 
Music From The Inside Out 

Shane Scott 
Youth Outreach You Can Take Home 

James Estes 
Copyright, Not Wrong 

Tom Gentry 
Ticket Sales, Butts in the Seats 

Syl Wetle 
This was my third experience at Harmony Univer-
sity.  Each experience has added to my knowledge 
of barbershop, from the music to the operation of 
a barbershop chapter and chorus.  
 
Finally, it was an honor to have helped in the se-
lection of a local music educator, Jordan Sauls of 
Flowing Wells High School, to receive a scholar-
ship to Directors College at Harmony University. 
Jordan has been a consistent supporter of our 
Youth in Harmony efforts.  

marketing plan, and a team concept of marketing.  

4. Appointment of  Ed Hecht as Safety Officer to 

chair a safety program for the TSC. 

Re-negotiation and signing of Director Jeff Dolanôs 
new contract. 
 
The BOD is currently taking a huge leap of faith 
counting on the leadership of its newest VPôs, Wes 

(cont. on Page 5) 


