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Membership Begins 

With  ME!  

 
Dave Tompkins, Membership VP 

 

More Voices, More Fun! 
 
Did you realize we have 72 paid members in the 
Tucson Sunshine Chapter?  If so, then why do 
we see only 40 on the risers during rehearsals?  
And, how do we convince at least 45 members 
to go to a convention or performance?  Of those 
paid members not on the risers: seven are in 
active quartets promoting the barbershop style 
of music, one is our director, only seven are 
snow-birds, ten are not active due to health, 
personal or work related issues, three are simply 
tired.  Soð 44 of the 72 paid members are 
available and willing to be on the risers for a fall 
or spring convention if their schedules permit.  
 
How do we convince at least 45 members to go 
to a convention or performance?  Obviously, add 
to our membership.  Ask more men to visit us!  
Of the visitors that are potential members, few if 
any have said, ñIôm just not interested.ò  We 
have a great product and it is evident we have 
fun even though we work hard.  If the visitor 
enjoys singing, theyôll realize the personal bene-
fits of joining us.  For the rest of us, oh the 
sound we could make with more voices.  Ask 

them to come!  
 
Itôs too expensive?  True, the cost of membership 
is a bit hard to swallow for some when they first 
hear the initial fee may be $186.  May be?  Yes, 
there is an alternative for new members, assum-
ing theyôre older than 26 (much less if younger), 
called EasyDues Installment.  The bottom line is 
that by setting up an auto -draft, the new member 
avoids the shock of a one-lump $186 payment 
and ends up getting 18 months of membership for 
the cost of 12!  
 
There is also a new member 6-month option.  
They pay for just 6 months, before going on an 
annual schedule.  Our Secretary or Membership 
VP can explain these options in more detail if nec-
essary. 
 
Start asking potential singers to visit!  

The following photo caption ap-
peared in last monthôs ñVOICE:ò 
ñPhoto editor, and erstwhile pilot of 
his Stearman aircraft, Paul Hoff-
man poses in GQ fashion!ò  
 

It was gently pointed out to the editor that he had 
misused a word!  ñErstwhileò means ñformer,ò 
your editor is informed.  Sorry, Paul, I know you 
are still flying!  Iôll use the dictionary next time I 
attempt to use a ñbig word!ò 



2 

 

The Tucson Barber-

shop Quartet eXperi-

ence  

 

Ed Johnson, Quartet Re-
porter 
 
Our own Joint Venture quartet performed well at 
the Far Western District quartet contest in Sac-
ramento, to which those of us who rooted for 
them as we watched the Web-cast can attest.  
But alas, we were all disappointed that the 
judges did not see fit to promote them to the 
top ten for the finals.  Nor did they name them 
the top Senior quartet.  Youôre still our favorites, 
guys! (Ed. Note:  Tenor Roy reports that they 
gave it a good try, but fell short of their goals 
for various good reasons.  The quartet continues 
to represent TBX very well in its public appear-
ances, and we are proud they are part of our 
chorus and chapter!) 
 
Sonoran Sound is busy with some interesting 
gigs.  Please check their web-site 
www.sonoransoundquartet.com and check out 
the schedule.  Mountain View Retirement Village 
hired them for an October 10 concert to enter-
tain not only current residents, but prospective 
ones as well.  The Mt. View marketing depart-
ment promoted the show with full -color ads in 
the Tucson Daily Star newspaper.  Over 100 
people attended the 45 minute performance, 
followed by desserts and informal singing, like 
serenading a 100 yr. old lady attendee.  The 
quartet has entertained at some military reun-
ions and is scheduled for a benefit performance 
for the University Medical Center Radiology On-
cology Department.  And, they continue to sup-
port our Chapter by assisting in the recent Youth 
in Harmony Festival and appearing on up-
coming TBX shows.  Thank you, gentlemen, for 
being such great ambassadors for Barbershop 
Harmony! 
 
Heartsong, one of our newer quartets (Frank 
Hartline, Kyle LaFollette, Jim Sellers and David 
Updegraff) reports a productive month.   They 

had a coaching session with Connie Kiel, per-
formed for an 84 year old lady at her birthday 
party attended by seven other family members, 
performed for three church services and, later the 
same day, at a church festival.  They have been 
working to expand their repertoire by adding new 
material, including some doo-wop from the 50ôs 
and 60ôs:  ñOur Day Will Comeò and ñSurfer 
Girl.ò  All while having fun!  
 
GV Blend did a really nice job performing on the 
TBX concert at the Sahuarita Fiesta.  They per-
formed the Patriotic Medley at the 9/11 Remem-
brance Ceremony at the Green Valley/Sahuarita 
American Legion.  They also report achieving two 
major milestones - they are now a registered 
quartet with the Society AND now have matching 
color shirts (but not socks).  
 
Matinee Idles did a gig previously done by GV 
Blend.  Canyon Crest, assisted living and memory 
care facility (where former Chapter member Bud 
Newton lives) takes residents to a near-by barber-
shop once a month, where the barbers give free 
haircuts to the men.  The quartets volunteered to 
sing at the Pair-a-Dice barbershop during the 
ñcutting.ò  The Idles went back to Canyon Crest 
and sang for the ñlunch crowdò (and enjoyed a 
tasty lunch after singing).  The Idles also sang at 
a Home Ownerôs Association annual Octoberfest & 
picnic, and are working on a couple of new songs 
as well as Christmas repertoire for some up-
coming performances.   
 
Chordinary Guys perform often in Green Valley 
and recently did a paid gig at Villa Maria retire-
ment community in Tucson.  They also performed 
on the TBx concert at the Sahuarita Fiesta. 
 
Seventh Heaven has been inactive due to health 
problems with three of their members, but will 
soon start rehearsing again.  Chord Conspiracy 
has not yet reported being re -formed, with all 4 
parts.  Please contact Ed Johnson with questions 
about quarteting or with information about your 
quartet.  
 
Clearly, quarteting is alive and well in Tucson.  Are 
YOU in a quartet yet? 

http://www.sonoransoundquartet.com/
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4
th

 Annual SoAZ YIH 

Festival  

 
Ron Hayes, YIH VP 

 
Awesome ! and Fun!  were the words most 
heard from those students who attended this 
yearôs 4th Annual Youth in Harmony Festival held 
at Flowing Wells High School on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19th, 2009.  
 
Approximately 240 high school young men and 
women attended this annual event held by the 
Tucson Sunshine Chapter, Barbershop Harmony 
Society, and, the Tucson Desert Harmony Chap-
ter of Sweet Adelines International. These 
young people represented 14 schools from the 
Tucson area plus Casa Grande, Benson, and 
Chandler.  
 
Clinicians for this yearôs festival were Mark 
Freedkin of the Masters of Harmony Chorus in 
southern California, and, Anna-Lisa Glad from 
the Mountain Jubilee Chorus in Salt Lake City, 
both individuals with extensive experience con-
ducting festival for youth.  Connie Keil assisted 
Mark, and Dayle Ann Cook assisted Anna-Lisa 
with their instruction of the young men and 
women. 
 
With the assistance of quartets Havinô a Blast, 
Joint Venture , and Sonoran Sound , a series 
of workshops continued through the day in 
preparation for an evening concert for friends 
and families.  Both groups, male and female, 
learned two songs for their evening perform-
ance, and all participants learned an additional 
12-part song to perform together during the 
evening show.   
 
Also appearing on the evening show were the 
following quartets: Havinô A Blast from the 
Tucson Desert Harmony Chapter, Joint Ven-
ture from the Tucson Sunshine Chapter, The 
Good Vibes   and Lock ón Load from Flowing 
Wells High School; Ouch  and the Treblemak-
ers  ensemble from Chandler High School, 

directed by Lori Lyford. 
 
Our appreciation goes out to these special people 
from Flowing Wells High School: Jim Brunenkant, 
Principal; Jordan Saul, Director of Choral Activi-
ties; and Arthur Potts, Technical Director. 
 
A special thanks to the many barbershoppers and 
Sweet Adelines from both chapters for their sup-
port in providing and serving food, riser set -up 
and take-down, registration, MC-ing, and other 
duties which made this yearôs festival a success.  
 
Arrangements have already begun on next yearôs 
festival; look for the date and location to be an-
nounced soon.   
 
Ed. Note:  The Chapter heartily thanks Ron and 
Annie Hayes for their consistent commitment to 
providing high quality barbershop experiences to 
Tucson-area youth.  Ron and Annie:  you are 
making a difference in the lives of young people 
and in our community!  

 

 

Our Chapter Mission State-

ment  

 

The Tucson Sunshine Chapter shall: 
 
ésupport the Barbershop Harmony Society's mis-
sion statement 
éoffer quality performances of barbershop-style 
music in our community by our chapter chorus, 
ensembles and quartets 
ébe responsible to the society and the chapter, 
both collectively and individually, to constantly 
strive to improve our craft  
éparticipate as a chapter in society-sponsored 
events and competitions  
étake part in community service and charitable 
endeavors 
éencourage vocal music in our education sys-
tems and in our community  
... have fun!  
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Musings from our  

Presidenté 

Bill Archambeau, President 

BEING LED: 
 
First it was those little black spots on the 
page--I was told they mean something so I 
learned them--but they keep going up and 
down the page.  Then they said theyôre not 
all the same--some have holes--some have 
flags--so I gave up-- and that worked be-
cause some guy waving his arms--changed 
a bunch of them anyway.  
 
Then came the words--I did work on them --
and I got to rehearsal and the guy on one 
side is from New York and the one on the 
other side is from Missouri--but that worked 
out ok because we were all wrong--that guy 
waving his arms said--"when you sing you 
say it this way.ò 
 

Risers--I don't like risers --so I was happy 
when that guy in front said we couldn't get 
on them until we knew the song.  Nobody 
likes the risers but ... they all worked hard 
to get on them.  
 

WE WERE LED: 
 
Movement --he has got a big word for it but 
I'm going to hide in the back row.   
 

Faces--I only have the one God gave me 
and when I do try to smile --I forget the 
words. 
 

 

 

Now that guy in front wants me to get into 
the song--It has been a whole week--I forgot 
the notes and words. My feet hurt from being 
on the risers. I've got nothing to smile about; 
but by George, I am going to get into that 
song--and bring the audience in with me.  
 
(Ed. Note:  Who knew our Prez had such a poetic 
streak in him?) 

Tucson Barbershop eXperience 
Tucson Sunshine Chapter, BHS 
c/o David R. Updegraff, Editor 
3018 E. 6th St., #29  
Tucson, AZ  85716 
520-780-4273 
davidru@cox.net 
 

The Tucson Barbershop eXperience Chorus and 

the Tucson Sunshine Chapter meet weekly on 

Wednesdays from 6:30-9:30 pm at the Tucson 

Jewish Community Center, 3800 E. River Road, 

Tucson, AZ.  Guests are always welcome to at-

tend and sing with us.  For more information, call 

(520) 290-8844. 

Tucson Sunshine Chapter Board of Directors 
 
Presidentéééééééééé. Bill Archambeau 
VP, Member/Chap Develéé. Dave Tompkins 
VP, Marketing and  PRééé. Frank Hartline 
VP, Music and Perf.éééé... Wes Krause 
VP, Programséééééééé. Jere Hill 
VP, Youth in Harmonyééé.. Ron Hayes 
Secretaryéééééééééé.. Steve Chrisman 
Treasureréééééééééé. Michael Elbert 
Assôt. Treasureréééééé... Jim Sellers 
Members at Large  
   2010...Ed Hecht, David Jager 
   2011...Gary Tuell, Les Walter 
   2012éJim Hart, Kyle LaFollette 
Past Presidentééééééé.. Ed Johnson 




