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Welcome to the Delegates 

 
Bernard Priceman,  FWD President  

This report has been compiled in order to streamline the mechanics of the FWD House of Delegates meeting so that 

all delegates are well informed regarding district affairs.  It includes minutes of previous HOD and BOD meetings, 

reports of the FWD Board of Directors, the District Management Team and committee chairmen and a schedule of 

events for the Fall 2010 Convention and contest. 

Voting members of the Far Western District HOD are the following: Chapter Delegates, District Board Members 

and Past District Presidents.  A quorum shall consist of 30% of the delegates or alternates, no proxy votes accepted. 

 

Chapter Delegates: 

Please download, print, cut out and sign the Credential Card provided on the last page of this report.  The chapter 

president is the HOD Delegate, however he may designate a chapter member as Chapter Delegate. In that case, both 

the president and the delegate should sign the card. Bring the card with you to the HOD meeting at 1:30 pm on 

Friday, October 8, 2010. Please donôt mail it. 

We recommend that delegates read this report prior to attending the meeting and obtain any chapter input on issues 

provided.  Upon arrival at the HOD meeting, proceed to the table reserved for your division and present your 

credentials card to your District Vice President seated there. Delegates may not vote without presenting valid 

credential cards. 

After the meeting, we recommend that delegates file reports with their chapter secretaries as part of a permanent 

record of the House of Delegate Proceedings. 

District Board Members and Past District Presidents: 

No Credential Card is required for your participation in the HOD. Please be seated at your respective locations as 

follows: 

 District Vice Presidents: with your respective divisions 

 Past FWD Presidents: with your chapters or wherever convenient. 

 A quorum will be determined from the credential cards presented to the district secretary by the respective 

District Vice Presidents. 

These procedures for seating delegates and establishing the quorum at the spring and fall meetings were approved 

previously by the FWD Board of Directors and incorporated into the FWD Statement of Policy and the FWD 

Convention Regulations. Your observance of these procedures will facilitate the conduct and enhance the integrity 

of the meeting 

Thank you 

Bernard Priceman, President 

Far Western District 

Barbershop Harmony Society 
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Bill Biffle, BHS President  

Greetings, Barbershop Leaders! 

Over my term as Society President, I have focused most of my time and energy on one task ï that of shining a 

consistent, bright light on the need to reverse our decades-old downward spiral in our membership numbers.    Since 

the mid-1980s our total number of members has declined over 36%.  Clearly, this cannot continue if we are to 

survive as a viable organization ï and as a place where all men of good will can find a healthy, harmonious musical 

outlet in this increasingly fractured world. 

Over the past couple of years, hundreds of good men have spent thousands of hours mapping out the strategies 

necessary to reverse this decline.  And all of this effort and thought is beginning to bear fruit.  This year we are 

recruiting more members and ï even more important ï we are RETAINING more of our members, too.  Many of us 

ï indeed, many of you - are more engaged in solving the problem than ever before.  And we continue to reconfirm 

that, to succeed, we must help more of our chapters be more successful ï help them to achieve their goals and grow 

again.   

You are here today as a leader in your chapter.  If that were not so, you wouldnôt be reading this.  So I want to speak 

to you plainly, directly, and sincerely today about your part ï your VITAL, PERSONAL part ï in the path to 

positive membership growth for our Society.  For all the Society-wide strategies we are discovering to help with this 

problem, the one thing we know for sure is that all membership growth ï ALL membership growth ï happens at the 

chapter level.  And when our chapters are growing, we know theyôre doing something right.  When theyôre not, we 

know the opposite is true. 

Is your chapter growing?  If so, spread the word.  Whatôs going right at your place?  If not, why not?  I believe that 

when any chapter grows, itôs the result of the consistent efforts of a few good men ï men who decide to make a 

difference in the program of their chapter.  A handful of committed, passionate barbershoppers who decide that 

whatôs happening every week at their chapter meeting is not all that it could be.  And then they decide to change 

things.  They talk about it.  They agree on needed changes.  And they enlist their chapter in the necessity of making 

those changes in a positive, affirmative, energized, and fraternal way.  They decide to make the changes necessary 

for their meetings to become a more attractive place for men of all ages, creeds, colors, and condition of life to 

spend a few hours together each week ï in harmony. 

The answer for every chapter, of course, is unique.  Each group has its culture, its goals, its history.  But all chapters 

also share some things in common.  All chapters are made up of men who share a love for this music, who share a  

fraternity that grows when we make this music together, and who share a commitment to perpetuating this hobby so 

that our grandchildrenôs grandchildren will have a chance to have their lives enriched by it as theirs have been.  

They want to leave something behind for future generations. 

So, this is what I ask of you.  As you go away from this weekend, think about whatôs happening every week in your 

chapter.  Is it as compelling, as satisfying, as fun, as rewarding, as energized and as energizing as it can be?  If not, 

call a couple of your buddies and get together to talk about how you can make it better.  When you decide to make a 
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difference ï and carry through on your decision - your chapter will have a chance to grow again.  And when a 

significant portion of our Societyôs chapter leaders do something positive in their chapters, our Society will grow 

again, too. 

Help is available.  Go to www.barbershop.org and click on View Membership Resources at the bottom of the page. 

Gentlemen, letôs resolve to make a difference ï you and me.  No, scratch that.  Letôs MAKE a difference.  Letôs do 

whatever it takes to revitalize and reenergize our chapters, you and me.  If we do this, our chapters will grow again.  

Our Society will grow again.  And our grandchildrenôs grandchildren will bless our name.  I guarantee it  

Thanks for reading.  Let me know how itôs going at bbiffle@barbershop.org. 

 

Bill Biffle 

President 

Barbershop Harmony Society 

S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A, Inc.  

 

 

 

  

http://www.barbershop.org/
http://www.barbershop.org/membershipresources
mailto:bbiffle@barbershop.org
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Ed Watson, BHS CEO 

Greetings! 

Philly Recap 

The results are in and people clearly enjoyed this yearôs new convention schedule.  The Collegiate Quartet Contest 

opened the weekôs events this year to the largest audience for that event ever.  It was an exciting way to start the 

week!  Most other contest events wrapped up by 10pm and attendees were free to sing the night away.  People 

enjoyed the close proximity to the venue but didnôt enjoy the columns so much.  Good news is none of our future 

scheduled convention cities will we find ourselves in this situation again.  

Final attendance figures were just over 8600 which include just over 7400 full registrations plus another 1200+ Day 

Passes. 

Kansas City 

Weôll be back in an arena for the Kansas City convention.  And itôs NOT the arena we were in back in 2000.  The 

new state of the art ñSprint Centerò is within walking distance from most convention hotels.  Along with that is a 

new ñPower and Light Districtò which feature many new restaurants, shops, etc.  There is much to do and see in 

Kansas City now due to a $5 billion city renovation.  The price of registration remains the same this year and youth 

and family packages are available once again.  Early bird deadline is January 15, 2011 to take advantage of the $139 

member rate.  And remember, you can select your own seats online at www.barbershop.org/kansascity or by calling 

800595-4849.   

Midwinter Convention in Las Vegas 

Come join us for what is ñthe place to beò for barbershopping in January.  January 25-30, 2011 will be the Societyôs 

Midwinter Convention held this year in Las Vegas, NV.  The hotel and venue will all be under one roof at the 

historic (but newly renovated) Riviera Hotel.  Room rates are just $99/night and registrations are $89.  Registrations 

get you into the seminars, master classes, the Friday and Saturday night shows, the International Seniors Quartet 

Contest, and the 4
th

 annual International Youth Barbershop Chorus Festival.  Enjoy a more relaxed barbershop 

convention experience in a great city.  Go to www.barbershop.org/vegas for to register.    

Change or No Change ï You Decide 

We would like you all to think over a suggested change to our competition schedule, for choruses only. Weôre in the 

early ñwhat if?ò stage right now, but the Societyôs Contest and Judging Committee is investigating the possibility of 

switching the Societyôs international chorus competition to a two-year rotation. 

http://www.barbershop.org/kansascity
http://www.barbershop.org/vegas
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Currently, we allow approximately the 28 best Society choruses from each fall district contest (district champs and 

wild-cards), in addition to a few international affiliates, to compete at the next international contest, which takes 

place 8-9 months later. We want to gauge reaction to the idea of a system in which the 56 (approximately) best 

Society choruses would compete on alternating years (an equal top-down mix of still roughly 28 per year). They 

would qualify in the fall for the July competition, as they do now, but once they compete at the International level, 

they could not qualify for the next International.  Advanced planning by the Societyôs Contest & Judging Committee 

would allow the Society to implement a two-year rotation without a ñweak yearò challenge from the outset. 

Many believe the two-year rotation would (or does, in the case of the Sweet Adelines): 

 Give each competitor more time to prepare financially and mentally for each international competition 

 Facilitate balance with chapter endeavors other than competition, such as travel or community activities 

 Give more choruses the opportunity to be on ñthe big showò 

 Result in a greater number of high-level choruses 

Of course, weôve developed a different set of traditions and expectations over our 60 years of international chorus 

competition, and there are unanswered questions about any possible switch to a two-year rotation, including: 

 Many of our international competitors already skip years voluntarily, but how would they react to a 

mandatory year off? 

 If the international field expanded to include todayôs ñon the cuspò choruses, would the result be a greater 

number of choruses that perform at the highest level, or simply a bigger point spread at international 

competition? 

 How would such a change affect district competitions ï would the net effect be positive, negative, or 

neutral? 

Again, weôre only in the ñwhat if?ò exploratory stage. The only thing you should infer from the fact that weôre 

asking these questions is that we care what you think. Please see the article in the July August issue of the 

Harmonizer for more information.  It will direct you to a poll on the web.  Thanks. 

Virtual World of Barbershop  

There are many ways to stay connected to your barbershop friends.  Here is menu of items to choose from: 

www.barbershop.org: The Societyôs website. Overhauled last summer for a fresh look and feel, this site changes on 

a daily basis with news, upcoming events, a show calendar, and more resources than you could ever imagine 

designed to grow your chapter, train your singers, train your leaders, or simply download free sheet music. Try to 

visit the website at least once a week; you wonôt be disappointed! 

A new ñMembership Resourcesò page has been developed and can be found at 

http://www.barbershop.org/membership-resources.html.  There are great tools for your chapter to learn to grow its 

membership, raise money, and much more.  More content will continue to be added as time goes on. 

www.barbershophq.com: Two-way communication between all Barbershoppers and Society leadership ï thatôs what 

this site is all about. Some topics are purely informational; some are intended to open a serious dialog, some late-

breaking news, and some just plain fun. Hereôs the place to learn whatôs happening before it happens and be part of 

the ongoing discussion on how to Keep the Whole World Singing! 

LiveWire : The Societyôs weekly e-newsletter. LiveWire is distributed every week with the latest news or time-

sensitive information. Join more than 7,000 subscribers and be current with whatôs happening in the Societyéand 

http://www.barbershop.org/
http://www.barbershop.org/membership-resources.html
http://www.barbershophq.com/
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perhaps even contribute an article every now and then!  To view past editions of LiveWire or subscribe, visit 

www.barbershop.org/livewire.  

Facebook: The Societyôs Facebook page has more than 4,000 fans and continues to grow. This is a great forum for 

Facebook folks to ñhang outò and chat about barbershop, watch some videos and meet up with folks from all 

barbershop organizations across the world. Itôs more for the group members to connect with other Barbershoppers 

than it is for Society leadership to ñpushò information to you. We will only chime in when needed. You can search 

for ñBarbershop Harmony Societyò on Facebook. Just make sure you select the correct group (there are several).  

The direct link to the official group is: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2204633816.  There is also a guide 

hung on our website here:  http://www.barbershop.org/news-a-events-main/293-social-media-for-barbershop-

quartets-and-choruses.html that will help your CHORUS and QUARTET use Facebook and other social media to 

your advantage.  Wonôt that be nice? 

Twitter : Another way to stay informed on little tidbits of information. Visit www.twitter.com/barbershopnews. 

Groupanizer:  The Society has worked out a deal with the folks at Groupanizer to discount the use of this fantastic 

online chapter organization tool that helps chapters with everything from repertoire to attendance, to music learning 

tracks.  Chapters will receive a 20% discount off the already low price and start with a two-month free trial.  Learn 

more about this in the January/February Harmonizer.  Or visit www.barbershop.org/resources/website-tools.html. 

Marketing News You Can Use 

Media Contacts for ALL Chapters:  Through the web-based software, Vocus. This program provides media 

contacts, outlets and a distribution service ï and the Societyôs subscription gives chapters direct contacts for all 

media in their local community! This is FREE to all Society chapters.  Contact Melanie Chapman 

(mchapman@barbershop.org) and request a media list within a certain mile radius from your town or city.  Use this 

list to distribute press releases about upcoming shows or events.  

Downloadable Video and Radio Public Service Announcements: to promote membership are available from the 

Society website - FREE.  We encourage every district and chapter website to embed the Youtube code for one of 

these videos on their website.  Donôt know how?  Call Melanie Chapman, X4137 and sheôll help, or visit 

www.barbershop.org/resources.html and follow the links. 

American Harmony 

Go to http://www.americanharmonythemovie.com to view the trailer and get details.  An exciting new ñFour Wallò 

viewing plan is in the works to get American Harmony to YOUR chapter.  Stay tuned as details will be available 

shortly.    

Associates 

The Society welcomes our newest supporters, our Associates, and hope that many more women will display an 

interest in this program.  At half the price of Society dues, Associates receive:  

 Member pricing on all events, music and merchandise  

 A new lapel pin & kit unique to Associates  

 Limited Ebiz access  

 Access to password-protected content at www.barbershop.org  

 Higher inclusion in Society communications and marketing  

 Subscription to the Harmonizer magazine  

 Networking opportunities with other associates and members  

 Vested interest in the Barbershop Harmony Society  

 Recognition for recruiting new members into the Barbershop Harmony Society 

http://www.barbershop.org/livewire
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2204633816
http://www.barbershop.org/news-a-events-main/293-social-media-for-barbershop-quartets-and-choruses.html
http://www.barbershop.org/news-a-events-main/293-social-media-for-barbershop-quartets-and-choruses.html
http://www.twitter.com/barbershopnews
http://www.barbershop.org/resources/website-tools.html
mailto:mchapman@barbershop.org
http://www.barbershop.org/resources.html
http://www.americanharmonythemovie.com/
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The Society encourages all female directors to be Associates, and all male directors to be members and the payment 

of those enrollment fees are a legitimate chapter expense.  To enter and perform in a Society competition, defined as 

any event using Society Judges, a chorus director must be either a member (male) or an Associate (female).  That is 

not a requirement for any other event. 

Aptify/eBiz  

Our powerful membership database and members only ñeBizò was implemented with the intent to empower more 

people in the field to take care of their barbershop business whether personal info, quartet, or chapter related.  While 

we will never stop trying to get more and more out of this mega-tool, and we hope you notice when we add more 

features, youôd be amazed at what you are able to do on your own at your own computer.  If you have any questions 

regarding a member, chapter, or the Society it is recommended that you go to www.barbershop.org or to 

https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness .  You might be surprised how much information is at readily at your 

fingertips. 

Update to Record 

When Joe Barbershopper has an update to his personal record, he can go onto eBiz himself and update it, or his 

chapter secretary or other chapter officers can edit Joe's record for him with the updated info.  In that way, the 

Harmonizer, District Bulletins or just other singers will be able to find Joe and he won't fade away. 

Dues Renewals via eBiz 

On-line renewal with a current (working) credit card is the quick-n-easy way to get the renewal accomplished.  It 

speeds the clearance of the payment and the card renewal processing.  If youôre worried about contest, the fastest 

way to renew is on-line.  Repeat after me:  The fastest way to renew is ONLINE. 

Chapter Secretary Dues Payments 

Chapter Secretaries have the authority to look at all overdue chapter members and pay their dues with a credit card 

via eBiz.  For those members who procrastinate or "never remember" what their renewal dues are the secretary has a 

quick way to view, select and pay for any member in this category. 

Chapter Dues Changes 

When your chapter board votes to change your chapter dues, the local chapter secretary can go onto the chapter eBiz 

page and input the new dues records at least 60 days in advance of their effective date.  It is quicker than calling or 

sending an email to HQ. 

Chapter Officer Reporting for 2011 

eBiz is the easy-to-use repository for creating a Chapter Role record for all chapter elected and appointed positions.  

HQ, your district and other Society members use these records to contact the various positions within your chapters 

to share information or seek chapter solutions to common circumstances.  Following your elections this fall, please 

take the time to report your 2011 Chapter Officers.   

Find Member Proximity Search 

Want to find BHS members who might have moved to your area but have yet to visit?  Do a search from Find 

Members > Proximity Search (fill in zip code and miles radius).  Invite them to a meeting or a show!  Want to try 

and find some of the chapter former members that you are lost?  Do a search from Find Members > Proximity 

Search and UNCHECK the "current members" button.  This list will contain both deceased and former members at 

their last known addresses.  Mail a card to the former members and invite them back for an alumni night at your 

chapter. 

  

http://www.barbershop.org/
https://ebiz.barbershop.org/ebusiness
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Chapter Achievement Program 

The beta test of the Chapter Achievement Program is over.  This program encourages chapters to report their most 

significant information to Headquarters and then achieve competitive points in various categories.  This allows for 

some friendly competition among chapters (who donôt necessarily compete musically) while gathering information 

at the same time.  Thank you for your inputs.  We are now integrating your inputs into an on line survey where it 

will be quick and easy for chapter officers to enter data each quarter through eBiz.  Chapter leaders will be notified 

by email when the program is ready to begin.  We are hopeful that CAP will be ready by this October.     

CACM  

BHS is still encouraging member attendance at Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meeting workshops by offering a 

$20 rebate to any member that attends a workshop in 2010.  We are hopeful that we can extend this rebate into 2011.  

This program has been highly successful so far and the workshop has received rave reviews.  For information on 

how you can get your chapter, or chapters in your area, to schedule a CACM, contact Chuck Greene at 

Chuck@21stn7th.com  

Category School 2010 

This year was year 3 of the judges training cycle where ALL of our contest judges were recertified.  In addition, 

many new candidates also certified and were welcomed into the fold.  When the rigorous program was over, 42 

CAôs, 40 MUS, 40 SNG and 44 PRS judges received badges.  Congratulations to these superbly talented and self 

sacrificing men who dedicate themselves to our fabulous art form.    

Harmony University  

This year we shared the campus of Missouri Western State University with the Kansas City Chiefs pre-season 

training camp.  Impact was minimal and the 443 students that comprised this yearôs Harmony U student body had a 

fabulous time immersing themselves in a full week of intensive barbershop training.   Many thanks for the selfless 

service provided by the worldôs greatest faculty.  These men and women are not paid and yet they donate their 

precious time and talents to the betterment of our fantastic art form.  They are truly the greatest! 

Next year HU will be from July 31
st
 ï Aug 7

th
.  Go to www.barbershop.org/HarmonyU for more information. 

Youth in Harmony  

So far in 2010, 17 Youth Harmony Workshops have been reported where over 2246 students across the United 

States and Canada have had the opportunity to experience barbershop harmony ï most for the first time in their 

lives. 115 music educators were present at these same events.  Additional workshops have occurred, and weôre only 

awaiting paperwork from these event coordinators to report numbers.   

Also, for 2010, 4 Harmony Explosion Camps have been reported, where just fewer than 350 students have 

experienced barbershop in a multi-day camp setting working with some of the best clinicians and teaching quartets 

the Society has to offer.   

Compliance with the Societyôs new ñSexual Molestation Prevention Trainingò is going extremely well.  100% of the 

reported camps and workshops have administered the training to all of their volunteers.  No issues have been 

reported, and none of our members working with youth have shown up on any background check.  Headquarters 

staff has approval from our Insurance provider to post all training materials online, which will make the completion 

of this training much easier. 

For the College Contest in Philly, 64 quartets competed in the collegiate quartet contest preliminary rounds, with 29 

of those qualifying for the International Contest.  The International Collegiate Barbershop Quartet Contest was 

moved to Tuesday, and an overwhelming majority of the competitors approved of the change.  The audience was 

file:///C:/AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/AppData/Local/Documents%20and%20Settings/pwielisbach/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/62V9YG2B/Chuck@21stn7th.com
http://www.barbershop.org/HarmonyU
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larger, and the competitors found it easier to compete in the evening (vs. 8:00am on a Saturday morning, as was the 

case in Anaheim). 

Registration for the 4
th

 annual International Youth Barbershop Chorus Festival will be open on September 15 for the 

event taking place on January 29, 2011.  16 different groups have contacted Headquarters expressing interest in the 

event so far, and more than half of those groups are first-timers.  In 2010, 11 choruses participated with 325 young 

men singing in those groups.   In 2009, we had 9 choruses with 267 singers.  In 2008, we had 6 choruses with 187 

singers.   

Financial 

Taxes 

As many of you know, all US chapters, districts and subsidiaries must report to the IRS by May 15
th

 each year by 

filing either a Form 990-N e-postcard, a Form 990-EZ or a full Form 990.  Most chapters who are required to file the 

longer Forms 990-EZ or 990 have handled this requirement.  Unfortunately though, some confusion still exists 

amongst some of our smaller chapters and subsidiaries regarding these requirements.   

Prior to 2007, non-profits with annual revenues below $25,000 (small non-profits) did not have to file anything.  

However, for 2007 and later years, the IRS requires those small non-profits to file the Form 990-N e-postcard.  

Despite the publicity given to the this change, some of the smaller chapters and subsidiaries have never done one 

and still donôt think anything is required because no one has ever done one in the past.   

While there is no financial penalty for failing to file the Form 990-N, if a small non-profit fails to file for three 

consecutive years, their tax-exempt status is automatically revoked, meaning taxes are due on chapter receipts.  

Because the requirement began with the 2007 tax year, the 2009 filing is the third consecutive one that many small 

non-profits have missed.  This has been such a widespread problem that the IRS is giving this issue further publicity 

and allowing a one-time relief measure to those entities if they will file their Form 990-N by October 15, 2010.  Full 

instructions on how to file this form (which can only be done online) are posted on our website. 

More than ever, it is imperative that all chapters, districts and subsidiaries ensure that these filings have been done.  

Failure to do so could create a real financial hardship going forward.   

ASCAP and SOCAN 

A United States chapter that performs in any show which is not exempt under U.S. Copyright law (see section 7.1 of 

2010 Chapter Secretary Manual) must pay at least the minimum fee of $219 for the year. 

A blanket agreement between ASCAP and the Society is in force. All US Society chapters are covered by this 

agreement.   

1)  If at the end of a calendar year a chapter has gross show revenue for the year of less than $48,667, they 

will pay the annual minimum ASCAP fee ($219).   

2) If the chapterôs total annual gross show revenue is greater than $48,667, see the 2010 Chapter Secretary 

Manual for details.   

3) US Chapters that do NOT perform in ANY show during a given year should notify BHS that they are not 

paying any ASCAP fees for the year by email to library@barbershop.org.  

4) US Chapters paying ASCAP fees should send a check to the BHS along with the ASCAP Reporting Form.  

BHS will collect all fees and make all payments to ASCAP.  Chapters should NOT send any payments to 

ASCAP directly.   

 

A Canadian chapter falls under SOCAN, and the rules are as follows: 

mailto:library@barbershop.org
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Canadian chapters will no longer send any of their performance clearance/SOCAN Licensing Application and fees 

to the Society headquarters and should deal directly with SOCAN. The address of SOCAN may be found on the 

SOCAN Licensing Application in the 2010 Chapter Secretary EXHIBITS Manual 

The chapter secretary completes the Application for SOCAN License form (Stock no. 3018) [See Chapter Secretary 

EXHIBITS 7.3.1 a.-b.] and forwards it to the district secretary. FOUR copies of the form must be sent, but the 

chapter secretary should make and keep a photocopy for the chapter's records. 

The date will be verified to avoid potential conflicts. If acceptable, the form will be dated and signed by the district 

secretary and returned to the chapter secretary. The chapter's show date is now confirmed and it may proceed with 

preparations.  Within 60 days of completion of the event, the chapter secretary must complete and submit the 

SOCAN License form to the SOCAN office, with copy to the Society office. Along with the license form, the 

chapter secretary must send a check (payable to SOCAN, Inc.) for the applicable fee (in Canadian dollars) and a 

completed "Programme of Musical Works Performed" report [See Chapter Secretary EXHIBITS 7.3.1 a.-b.]. He 

does not send the fee to the district treasurer (See form for fee calculation).  The chapter secretary should request 

song information from outside performers well in advance, to ensure obtaining accurate information on a timely 

basis for this report. Obtaining this information after the fact can be difficult. 

In some cases the SOCAN fee may be paid by the facility in which the performance is conducted, and then charged 

back to the chapter as a renter of the facility. Please be aware that as a non-profit organization, the chapter is eligible 

for a rebate of the Goods and Services 

Tax (GST) charged; currently 5%.  The definition of a performance is identified in Tariff Number 4 published in the 

Canada Gazette. 

This Tariff is updated annually.ò 

Insurance Certificates 

Please note that our general liability insurance certificate as well as the request form to get a third party listed as an 

additional insured are available on the Societyôs website under Documents: Business & Finance: Medical and 

Insurance Documents: Chapter Business Documents: Certificate of Liability Insurance and Certificate of Liability 

Insurance Request Form.  The completed request form can be faxed to the insurance agency or the requested 

information can simply be e-mailed to them.  The contact details are on the form.  They will provide you the 

certificate you need. 

Sincerely, 

 
E. D. Watson 

Executive Director/CEO 
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Program Schedule  
FAR WESTERN DISTRICT 

FALL CONVENTION & CONTESTS 

OCTOBER 7-10, 2010  

BAKERSFIELD, CA 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Thursday October 7, 2010  

2:00ð5:00 PM, 7:00-10:00 PM FWD Board Meeting Marriott ï Beldridge Board Room 

7:00 PMð 9:00 PM Registration Open Foyer between hotel and auditorium 

Friday October 8, 2010  

9:00 AM ð 9:00 PM Registration Open Foyer between hotel and auditorium 

9:00 AM Past Presidents Meeting Marriott ï Beldridge Board Room 

9:00 AM ð Midnight AHSOW Breckenridge Room 

11:00 AM Harmony for Lunch Bunch Pizzaville 700 Oak Street  

11:00 AM Hall of Fame Luncheon Marriott ð Harvest Room 

12:00 PM Woodshed Quartets choose melody Truxtun Room  

1:00 PM Meet The Edge Quartet Truxtun Room 

1:00 PM Class-Beginning Woodshedding Caliente Room  

1:00 PM Membership Task Force (By Invitation) Oleander Room  

1:30 PM House of Delegates Marriott ð Salon A 

2:00 PM Class-What the Judges Are Looking For Truxtun Room 

2:00 PM Class-Tag Singing Caliente Room 

2:00 PM ð 4:00 PM Class-Vocal Production Oleander Room  

3:00 PM Woodshed Quartet Contest Truxtun Room  

3:00 PM Choose A Song ð Group Sing Caliente Room 

4:00 PM Quartet Sound Check Auditorium Main stage  

4:30 PM Buffet Dinner Marriott ð Salon D 

6:00 PM Doors open Quartet Semifinals  Main Auditorium  

6:15 PM Quartet Semifinals Contest Main Auditorium  

10:40 PM AFWDC Late Show Marriott Ballroom   

11:00 PM Evaluations, Quartets Non-Finalists Marriott ð Judges Rooms  

Saturday October 9, 2010 

9:00 AM ð 9:00 PM Registration Open Foyer between hotel and auditorium 

9:00 AM ð Midnight AHSOW Breckenridge Room 

9:15 AM Mic testing chorus warm-up Auditorium stage  

9:15 AM Doors open for Chorus Contest Main Auditorium  

9:50 AM Mic testing, chorus on stage Main Auditorium  

10:00 AM Chorus Contest Main Auditorium  

3:30 PM Chorus evaluations Main Auditorium  

4:30 PM Buffet Dinner Marriott ð Salon D 

6:00 PM Doors open for Quartet Finals Main Auditorium  

6:45 PM Quartet Finals Main Auditorium  

9:00 PM Show of Champions and Awards Main Auditorium  

10:30 PM Evaluations of Quartet finalists Marriott ð Judges Rooms 

10:30 PM Hospitality Rooms Marriott 

Sunday October 10, 2010  

8:00 AM FWD Chapter Presidents Meeting Marriott ð Hammonds Room 

9:00 AM AFWDC Breakfast Marriott ð Salon A 
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HOD Order of Business  

FAR WESTERN DISTRICT 

FALL HOUSE OF DELEGATES MEETING 

BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 
1:30 PM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2010 

 

1. Call To Order      Bernard Priceman  

2. Pledge of Allegiance     Steve Sammonds 

3. ñThe Star Spangled Bannerò    Steve Sammonds 

4. ñThe Old Songsò     Jim Turnmire 

5. Invocation      Ted Sayle 

6. Welcome      Ray Johnson 

7. Introduction       Bernard Priceman 

a. Past Presidents 

b. Other Dignitaries 

c. District Officers 

8. Roll Call      Peter Feeney 

9. Memorial to Departed Members    Peter Feeney 

10. District Presidentôs remarks    Bernard Priceman 

11. Keynote Address     Connie Keil, SBM 

12. Approval of the Agenda     Bernard Priceman 

13. Approval of previous minutes    Bernard Priceman 

14. Receipt of HOD Reports    Bernard Priceman 

15. Presentation of 2011 FWD Budget   Jim Sherman 

16. Additional officer/Committee reports 

17. Unfinished Business 

18. New Business 

a. Changes to the SOP    Peter Feeney 

b. Quartet Activity Committee   Casey Parker 

c. Two Year Chorus Rotation   Bernard Priceman 

19. BOD Highlights     Bernard Priceman 

20. Nominating Committee Report    Bill Cale 

a. Election of Officers    Jim Sherman 

b. Installation of Officers    Connie Keil 

21. Awards       Deane Scoville  

22. Future Convention Plans    John Jones 

23. Next Meeting time/Location    Bernard Priceman 

24. Keep the Whole World Singingò   Gene Clements 

25. Adjourn      Bernard Priceman 
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House of Delegates Roster (106) 
 

Past Presidents (13): 

Barrie Best 

Bill Cale 

Bob House 

Carl Truman 

Chuck Hunter 

Deane Scoville 

Don Gubbins 

Don McAvoy 

John Currin 

John Krizek 

Lynn Brittan 

Sam Barger 

Terry Aramian 

Bob Lally
1
 

Peter Feeney
2
 

Board Members (10): 

Bernard Priceman 

Bill Rosica 

Bob Lally 

Gene Clements 

Jim Sherman 

Jim Turnmire  

Peter Feeney 

Russ Young 

Steve Sammonds  

Ted Sayle 

Chapter Delegates (83):  

Division 1 

    Aloha  

    Bakersfield  

    Conejo Valley  

    Crescenta Valley  

    Lompoc  

    Long Beach  

    Los Angeles  

    Pasadena  

    Rincon Beach  

    San Fernando Valley  

                                                 
1
 Current Board Member 

2
 Current Board Member 

    San Luis Obispo  

    Santa Barbara  

    Santa Clarita  

    Santa Fe Springs  

    Santa Maria  

    Santa Monica  

    South Bay  

    Ventura  

    Whittier  

Division 2 

    Apple Valley  

    Brea  

    Coachella Valley  

    El Cajon  

    Fullerton  

    Hemet  

    Inland Empire  

    Irvine  

    La Jolla  

    Laguna Hills  

    Las Vegas  

    Las Vegas Metro  

    Orange (Quartet)  

    Palomar Pacific  

    Riverside  

    San Clemente  

    San Diego  

    St George  

    Temecula  

    Westminster  

Division 3 

    Bay Area  

    Crescent City  

    Eureka  

    Fremont-Hayward  

    Marin  

    Monterey Peninsula  

    Napa Valley  

    Palo Alto - Mountain View  

    Rohnert Park  

    San Francisco  

    San Francisco Bay Cities  

    San Mateo County  

    Santa Cruz  

    Santa Rosa  

    Walnut Creek  

Division 4 

    California Delta  

    Carson City  

    Central California  

    Chico  

    Davis-Vacaville  

    Folsom  

    Fresno  

    Nevada-Placer  

    North Valley  

    Placerville  

    Redding  

    Reno  

    Sacramento  

    Stockton  

    Visalia  

    Yosemite  

Division 5 

    Canada Del Oro  

    Casa Grande  

    Central Arizona Quartet  

    Greater Phoenix  

    Mesa  

    Paradise Valley  

    Prescott  

    Sedona  

    Sierra Vista  

    Sun Cities  

    Tucson  

    White Mountains  

    Yuma  

 

Note:  

Quorum = 30% (32)  



Minutes of the Spring BOD Meeting  

 
RENO, NEVADA  

THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2010 
2:00 PM 

 
MINUTES 

President Bernard Priceman opened the Spring FWD BOD meeting, at 2 pm on Thursday, March 18, 2010 in the 

Washoe B & C Room of the Harrahôs Hotel in Reno, Nevada  

Present were:  

  President     Bernard Priceman  

  Executive Vice President,    Russ Young 

DVP (Div. 1) Southwest Division  Bill Rosica 

DVP (Div. 2) Southeast Division  Gene Clements 

DVP (Div. 3) Northwest Division  Steve Sammonds 

DVP (Div. 4) Northeast Division    Jim Turnmire 

 DVP (Div. 5) Arizona Division  Ted Sayle 

Immediate Past President   Bob Lally  

Treasurer    Jim Sherman 

 Secretary    Peter Feeney 

 

Guests/Invited Committee Chairmen Attending:  Distinguished Guest 

Sam Barger     Connie Keil, Society Board Member 

Gordon Bergthold  

Keith Eckhardt 

  John Jones 

  John Krizek 

  Nick Papageorge  

  Deane Scoville 

Dan Jordan 

 

The agenda for the meeting was followed and the reportable results are shown:  

 

1.  Society Board Member Connie Keil brought the BOD up to date on the status of the Society, and identifying that 

membership is a prime topic and the task forces are doing a good job.   

 

2.  All officers provided updates on their written reports as published in the Delegate's Fall Delegates Brochure 

 

3.   The Invited Chairmen provided details augmenting their reports in the Spring Delegates Brochure. 

 

 Ron Black, DRCJ, wants to keep costs of judges travel low 

 Gordon Bergthold (CSLT Chair) advised that chapters need to ask for help 
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 The Go for the Gold show will be June 19, 2010 

 Dan Jordan (Marketing and PR Chair) reported on the "enhanced CD" and tri-fold brochure 

 President Priceman reported for Clark Abrahamson (Member Services Chair) on the Chapter 

Certification Plan.  

 Nick Papageorge (Music and Performance Chair ) advised  that fees for non-member will be $200 

for the July 18 Harmony College West.   Greg Lyne has been asked to conduct a six hour seminar 

during the weekend.  Also that DVP's need to advise some windows for the Society Music Men's 

participation. 

 John Krizek (Youth in Harmony Chair) advised that three music appreciation awards will be 

handed out this year.  Also that the High School Quartet Contest should be moved the Southeast 

division in May.  

 Sean Devine (Harmony Foundation) described the various contribution programs available to our 

members. 

 Keith Eckhardt described and provided a handout on the Long Range Planning Committee Report 

Proposed and prioritized projects. 

 

4.  Motions: 

1. To approve the Consent Agenda (MSP) 

2. To approve the published Fall Board Minutes (MSP) 

3. To change the wording of SOP para 4.1.2 (second bullet) "Will serve as chairman of the District 

Management team." (T) 

4. To table the proposed change to the SOP Section 4.1.2 (Modify the job description of the   EVP) 

5. That of the SOP items offered for consideration of change, Item 3, the change to para 10.1.1 (b) be   

recommended for approvals to she HOD b the BOD.  The other items to require further consideration 

(MSP) 

6. To dedicate the Fall 2010 Convention to Fritz Grunenwald (MSP) 

7. To move the San Bonito County from the Northeast Division to the Northwest Division (MSP) 

8. To add the words "or guarantee" after "Chapter share.ò in the final sentence of SOP Section 10.1.4.1.c 
(MSP) 

9. To reimburse Palo Alto Mountain View chapter deposit,   if necessary, caused by Society date-change 

for April NW convention.(MSP) 

   

5.  Action Items:   

1. DVP's are directed to contact their chapters and impress on them the need to appoint a coordinator 

for registration for conventions. 

2. President Bernard will contact Ron Black, who is currently unable  to become a certified CACM 

Leader  regarding a replacement.. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm for an Executive Session. 

 
 The next meeting of the BOD will be in Fullerton in June. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Peter Feeney, Secretary 

Dick Girvin, Coordinator of Administrative Records   
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Minu tes of the Summer BOD Meeting 

 
FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA  

SATURDAY JUNE 19, 2010 
9:00 AM 

 
MINUTES 

 
Board Members Present: 

1. Bernard Priceman 

2. Peter Feeney 

3. Jim Sherman 

4. Bill Rosica 

5. Gene Clements 

6. Steve Sammonds 

7. Jim Turnmire 

8. Bob Lally  

9. Russ Young 

Board Members Absent:  

1. Ted Sayle 

 Guests: 

 John Jones 

 Nick Papageorge 

 Keith Eckhardt 

 John McDougald 

 Ron Black 

 Bob Heron 

 Dave Tautkus 

 Bill Tieberg  

 John Krizek 

 No Society Board Member in attendance

 

Meeting convened by President Priceman at 9:15 a.m. followed by opening remarks. 

 

Reports of DVPs received by the board: 

 Southwest Division: Bill Rosica 

 Southeast Division: Gene Clements 

 Northwest Division: Steve Sammonds 

 Northeast Division: Jim Turnmire 

 Arizona Division: Written report provided 

 DMT Summary provided by Russ Young 

 

Motions: 

 

Motion 1: Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting of March 18, 2010.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion 2: To put on hold the production of the enhanced CD (prepared by Dan Jordan) pending 

review of the content by committee approved by the board.  Motion Carried (Bob Lally appointed 

Committee Chair). 
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Motion 3: Destroy all copies of the brochure prepared by Dan Jordan including the one contained 

within the enhanced CD. Motion carried. (President Priceman to handle with Mr. Jordan). 

 

Motion 4: to Receive Nominating Committee Report.  Motion carried. 

2010 FWD BOD Nominations: 

President:  Bernard Priceman 

Executive VP:  Russ Young 

I.P.P:   Bob Lally 

Secretary:  Peter Feeney 

Treasurer:  Bob Heron  

Div 1 SW VP:  Bill Rosica 

Div 2 SE VP:  Allan Webb 

Div 3 NW VP:  Steve Sammonds 

Div 4 NE VP:  Jim Turnmire 

Div 5 AZ VP:  Ted Sayle 

 

Motion 5: To recommend to the HOD that the SOP 4.3.2 be changed to read ñThese functional 

committees report to the Executive Vice President who presides at all their meetings.ò Motion 

Carried  

 

Motion 6: : To recommend to the HOD that it accept changes to the wording of SOP 4.3.2.1 -4.3.2.9 

describing the duties of the functional committees to add Executive Vice President and delete all 

reference to Chapter Counselor.  Motion Carried 

 

Motion 7: To recommend to the HOD that it accept changes to the wording of SOP 9.5, 10.1.1 and 

11.2.5 as follows:  

9.5   Clearance Request Form/Procedures. 

Requests for show clearance dates are to be made through the District Secretary on Form 
3016, available from the District Secretary or from the Society Website 
(wqww.spebsqsa.org).  Upon receipt of the completed form and check for the appropriate 
BMI/SEAC fees, the District Secretary will notify the requesting group that the show 
clearance has been granted and forward an information copy of the clearance to the 
Society Office.  

In accordance with the new ASCAP policy, the chapter will contact ASCAP through the 
Society website after the show and obtain the ASCAP form.  The form should be 
completed, downloaded and forwarded with the appropriate check as directed. The 
District policy regarding the sale of merchandise (Exhibit G of the FWD Convention 
Regulations) also will be furnished to the group requesting clearance.  The check for 
MI/SEAC and ASCAP fees are to be made out to the Society.   

Shows should not be produced without proper clearance from the District Secretary.  
Only shows properly cleared will be listed on the District Calendar and in Westunes.  
No advertising for uncleared shows will be permitted in Westunes (or any other District 
publications) or on the website and no promotion of the uncleared show will be 
permitted at District Conventions. 
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10.1.1 District Per Capita Dues. 

Each member of the District shall pay District dues of an amount approved by the FWD 
HOD for each member per year.  The dues shall be due and payable upon receipt of a 
statement from the Society Office indicating that Society, District and Chapter dues are 
due.  The member remits the total amount directly to the Society office which, in turn, 
remits to the district and the chapter the portion of the member's dues tendered.  

The exceptions are: 

 
a. The Aloha Chapter, which shall have a per capita dues of only 1/2 of District dues. 

b. New Society members of new chapters, inducted during the one year period 

following licensing, shall pay no district dues for the first year of their membership. 

1.2.5 Drawing for Position  

Deadlines for the drawing of the order-of-appearance of FWD contests are described 
below:  

a. Division Chorus and Quartet Contests: The drawing is made by the host  21 days prior 
to the event; contestants to be notified  approximately 14 days prior to the event. 

b. Fall District Chorus and Quartet Contests: The drawing is made by the FWD BOD 
at the Summer BOD meeting. Contestants will be notified of their order of appearance 
and the riser set to be used as soon as possible following the Society Summer 
International Convention/Contest. International Preliminary Quartet Contest:  
Drawing is made by the host 21 days prior to the event; contestants to be notified 
14days prior to the event 

Motion Carried  

Motion 8: recommend to the HOD that it accept changes to the wording of SOP 8.3.1.1.a by adding: 

 

A quartet man is a member of a Division based on the Chapter to which the member 

belongs, or for Frank Thorne members, the mailing address on record with the BHS.   

 

Quartets will not be eligible for Division Quartet Championship unless at least two men 

are members of their selected Division. 

Motion Carried  

 

Motion 9: To recommend to the HOD that it accept changes to the wording of SOP 8.3.1.d, 

8.3.2.2.1.e, and 8.3.2.2.3.c to add the DRCJ (District Representative for Contest and Judging) as 

authorized to make changes to the order of appearance of contestants as well as the Contest 

Administrator.  Motion Carried  

 

Motion 10: To recommend to the HOD approval of the 2011 budget as submitted.  Motion Carried.  
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Revenues  $84,850 

Expenses $87,730 

Net Loss   ($2,880) 

 

Motion 11: The FWD to provide $200 scholarship to Briana Huish so she may attend Harmony 

College West. Motion Carried. 

 

Contest Draw 

Quartets 

1. Bling 

2. 95 North 

3. PHX 

4. Preferred Blend 

5. Silver Knights 

6. Aftershock 

7. Ready or Not 

8. SPAM 

9. On Tap 

10. Tenacious Q 

11. From the Top 

12. Throw Down 

13. Silver and Gold 

14. Catcher Block 

15. Brewhouse 

16. Motley Q 

17. Sound Agreement 

18. The Vagrants 

19. Uproar! 

20. Top Notch 

21. Audacity 

22. Hit 

23. Great Western Timbre Company 

24. The Crush 

25. Tahoe Blue 

26. Equinox 

Choruses 

1. Fremont Hayward 

2. Tucson 

3. Central California 

4. Fullerton 

5. Santa Fe Springs 

6. Las Vegas Metro 

7. Reno 

8. Palo Alto Mountain View 

9. Riverside 

10. Pasadena 

11. Bay Area 

12. California Delta American River 

13. Greater Phoenix 

14. San Francisco Cable Car 

15. Rincon Beach 

16. Sacramento 

17. San Fernando Valley 

18. Fresno 

19. Carson City 

20. Sun Cities 

21. Marin 

22. Brea 

23. Santa Rosa 

24. South Bay 

25. White Mountains 

 

Riser Order 

5 first, then 9 (or 11) 

General Discussion: 

President Priceman invited discussion of the lack of functional Committee Chairmen on the board.  Discussion 

ensued for some time. 
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 Russ Young has been asked to chair a committee to study the composition of the board and report back 

by the Fall Meeting. 

 John Jones to form a committee to look at locations for future conventions and make recommendations 

regarding the contest policy to review in the fall.  

 Chapter Sanctions: SOP will now contain sanctions for chapters who donôt clear shows (pending 

approval by the HOD in the fall) 

 Russ Young led a discussion of an idea to add a local show to Divisions contest weekends. No action 

taken. 

 Nick Papageorge will communicate with Jim Turnmire and Steve Sammonds regarding visitation from 

HQ music educators/trainers. 

 Action Item: Each DVP to hold a meeting with chapters in the division as a group each year. 

 

Adjourn: 5:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Peter Feeney 

District Secretary. 

  



23 

 

Far Western District, Fall HOD Meeting, October 2010 Bakersfield, Cal. 

 

Minutes of the Spring HOD Meeting  

RENO, NEVADA 
2 P.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 2010 

 

 

President Bernard Priceman called the House of Delegates Meeting to order at 2 pm,Friday March 19. 

2010, in the Douglass Room at Harrah's Hotel in Reno, Nevada  

The following officers, directors, guests and delegates were present: 

 

Past Presidents (9) Board Members (10) 

Lynn Brittan 1970-71 President, Bernard Priceman 

Sam Barger 1984-85 Peter Feeney , Secretary 

Chuck Hunter 1988-89 Jim Sherman, Treasurer 

Carl Truman 1998-99 Russ Young, Executive Vice President 

Deane Scoville 2000-01 Bill Rosica, DVP Div. 1ðSouthwest Division 

John Krizek 2002-03 Gene Clements, DVP Div. 2ðSoutheast Division 

Peter Feeney, 2004-2005 Steve Sammonds, DVP Div 3ðNorthwest Division 

Bill Cale, 2006-2007 Jim Turnmire, DVP Div. 4ðNortheast Division 

Bob Lally. 2008-2009 Ted Sayle, DVP Div. 5ðArizona. Division 

 Bob Lally Immediate Past President 

 

Distinguished Guest (Non-voting) 
Connie Keil, Society Board Member 

Clark Caldwell and Sean Devine, Harmony Foundation Inc. 

 

Delegates Representing Chapters (23) 

California Delta   

Carson City 

Central California 

Fremont-Hayward 

Fresno 

Fullerton 

Greater Phoenix 

Marin 

Nevada-Placer 

Palo Alto-Mt View 

Palomar Pacific 

Pasadena 

Placerville 

Reno 

Sacramento 

San Fernando Valley 

San Luis Obispo 

Santa Cruz 

Santa Fe Springs 

Sedona 

Stockton 

Sun Cities  

Whittier 

 

 

Keynote Address: 
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Connie Keil, SBM in his Keynote Address, identified a number of activities and issues that were 

being considered/resolved at the Society level. Major issues were the following: 

 

 Membership Loss 

 External Focus 

 Task Force established for world focus. 

 American Harmony movie update. 

 2010 Tampa mid-winter attendance was best ever. 

 Harmony Foundation support of Youth Festival at Mid-/winter 

 Harmony College West  

  

New Business  

 Bakersfield Convention room reservations are now online. 

 Committee formed to review the changes to the SOP. 

 Palo Alto Mountain View chapter will be reimbursed $750 if they lose their deposit because 

of date changes required by the Society. 

 Ron Blackôs presentation discussed. 

 Dan Jordanôs presentation discussed. 

 Gordon Berthold's presentation discussed 

 John Krizek presented information regarding insurance for individuals who work with youth 

at Barbershop Harmony camps, etc.  A test is provided and must be taken by all who work at 

the camp, festival, etc. 

 Deane Scoville advised that Fritz Grunenwald  is honoree for the 2010 Fall Convention. 

 Chapter of the Year presented by Bob Lally  to the Santa Fe Springs Chapter. 

 Joe Salz donated $500 to the Youth Harmony Camp on behalf of the Sun City Chapter. 

 Sean Devine described the many giving programs at Harmony Foundation Incorporated and 

also describe the use of funds received. 

 John Jones reported on future conventions.. 

 

Motions: 

The following motions were presented and voted upon: (all resolutions were passed unanimously) 
To approved the minutes of the previous meeting in Sacramento, October 9, 2009. (MSP) 

To receive the reports of the Officers and Committee Chairmen as published in the Spring  

Delegates Brochure: (MSP) 

 To approve the changes in Section 10.1.1 in the FWD Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) as 

 published in the Spring  Delegates Brochure (MSP) 

 

The next House of Delegates Meeting will be in Bakersfield on October 8, 2010 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Peter Feeney, District Secretary  

Dick Girvin,  Coordinator of Adminstrative Records 
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Electronic Board Meetings  
August 11, 2010 

 
The board voted unanimously to conduct a vote via email. 
 
Motion to direct the treasurer to pay up to $ 10,000 to settle a past due balance at the Hyatt Hotel in 
Sacramento, CA in conjunction with the Fall 2010 Far Western District Convention. The District Treasurer 
is directed to withdraw the funds required from reserve accounts where necessary. 
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"ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓȭ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÓ 

 

Bernard Priceman, President  

It is my pleasure as President of the Far Western District to welcome you to the Fall Convention in Bakersfield, 

California.  I know that many of you have traveled a distance to be here but Iôm happy in the knowledge that you are 

going to a part of the best Fall Convention in the Society and see some of the finest choruses in the land and quartets 

who are the envy of every District.  The San Luis Obispo host chapter has worked so hard to make this a successful 

weekend.  Be sure to thank their members when you see them. 

I have so much to tell you that I decided the most readable way would be to summarize my report with bullet points.  

Here we go ï 

 The Far Western District excelled at the International Convention in Philadelphia in July.  Our very own 

and very special Westminster Chorus earned gold with the best performance ever and Voices in Harmony 

earned a very impressive seventh place.  In the quartet contest, Masterpiece took sixth place, The Edge 

sixteenth and creditable performances were given by Catcher Block and The Vagrants. 

 The House of Delegates meeting has grown somewhat stale over the years.  Weôre going to offer Delegates 

an opportunity to partake in meaningful discussion this year, rather than simply vote and will encourage 

input from all attendees. 

 Two new Board members are up for election this year.  Gene Clements is retiring after four years as VP for 

the Southeast Division and Jim Sherman is retiring as Treasurer after 18 years on the Board.  We thank 

both men for their sterling work. 

 A change is proposed regarding the running of the District.  The HOD is being asked to approve a revision 

of the job description for the District Executive Vice President to enable him to become the official head of 

the District Management Team by properly documenting the position, instead of it merely being common 

practice.  I also appointed a committee to report on the structure of the Board to see if there may be better 

ways for us to run our District. 

 I asked another committee to study convention venues and locations and come up with possible 

recommendations for improving our convention experience. 

 I am currently looking at creating two new leadership roles to insure more fun in the District.  Stay tuned. 

 Production has been delayed of our new marketing tri-fold and our enhanced CD but they still promise to 

be wonderful pieces to give to new and prospective members.  Look out for them, and order them in good 

numbers. 

 The 2014 International Convention location has been changed and is now going to be in the Far Western 

District, in Las Vegas. 

 The 2011 International Midwinter Convention is also in Las Vegas and promises to be the biggest ever.  I 

am still hoping for several FWD Youth Choruses to enter the exciting youth chorus contest.  Last year a 

record 11 choruses competed and already 16 have expressed an interest in being there next January. 

 The High School Quartet Contest has been held at the FWD Spring Convention in recent years but has been 

poorly attended, probably because of the distance from most schools.  I have asked that three contests be 

held in 2011 ï one in Norcal, one in SoCal and one in Arizona ï to bring them closer to the young 

competitors. 
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 Harmony College West was a big success this year.  Compliments flowed from the more than 100 

attendees.  Kudos to Nick Papageorge and his excellent faculty. 

 Another Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meeting (CACM) event will be held Sep 18
th

 in Arizona, the 

third of these acclaimed events to be held in the FWD. 

 Sunday morning will see the second meeting of the FWD Board and Chapter Presidents.  The first was held 

at the Spring Convention in Reno and was very successful.  I hope every President, or chapter delegate, 

manages to attend.   

 I sat in on a very productive meeting of chapter presidents in the Northwest Division in May.  As a result, I 

asked each of our five Division Vice Presidents to encourage similar meetings at their respective Division 

Conventions next year. 

 The Chapter Service Representative program is off and running and a wealth of talent is available to help 

your chapters with every problem imaginable.  Check out whatôs being offered by going to the FWD 

Directory on the District web site. 

 

That appears to be it for this report.  I hope you found something of interest herein. 

Join in the Fun! 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

BERNARD PRICEMAN 

District President 

  



28 

 

Far Western District, Fall HOD Meeting, October 2010 Bakersfield, Cal. 

 

Peter Feeney, Secretary 

The following changes to the FWD Statement of Policy (SOP) have been approved by the FWD Board of Directors 

and are now recommended to the FWD House of Delegates for its approval.  

1. SOP 4.3.2 Wording added to make the EVP functional chairman of the DMT. Delete the words 

 ñReporting directly to the District Presidentò 

Add the words:  

ñThese functional committees report to the Executive Vice President who presides at all their meetings.  

Purpose: to have the DMT report directly to the EVP.  Currently the DMT reports to the District 

President. 

2. SOP 4.3.2.1 -4.3.2.9 describing the duties of the functional committees.  

Add the words: 

ñExecutive Vice President (and delete all reference to Chapter Counselor)ò 

Purpose: to insert reporting relationship to the EVP in each Committee Chairmanôs position description 

and remove the outdated reference to  Chapter Counselors,   

3. SOP 9.5 Clearance Request Form/Procedures.  

Add the words: 

ñShows should not be produced without proper clearance from the District Secretary.  Only shows properly 

cleared will be listed on the District Calendar and in Westunes.  No advertising for uncleared shows will be 

permitted in Westunes (or any other District publications) or on the website and no promotion of the 

uncleared show will be permitted at District Conventionsò. 

Purpose: to establish appropriate sanctions for chapters who produce shows that are not cleared. 

4. SOP 10.1.1 District Per Capita Dues.  

Add the following 

b. New Society members of new chapters, inducted during the one year period following licensing, shall pay 

no district dues for the first year of their membership. 

Purpose: to clarify the dues policy by adding the phrase ñinducted during the one year period following 

the licensing.ò. 
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5. SOP 11.2.5 Drawing for Position  Add the following: 

b. Fall District Chorus and Quartet Contests: The drawing is made by the FWD BOD at the Summer BOD 

meeting. Contestants will be notified of their order of appearance and the riser set to be used as soon as 

possible following the Society Summer International Convention/Contest. International Preliminary Quartet 

Contest:  International Preliminary Quartet Contest: Drawing is made by the host 21 days prior to the event; 

contestants to be notified 14 days prior to the event 

Purpose: to indicate the drawing schedule for contest, changing the drawing date to 21 days and the 

notification date to 14 day for International Prelims . 

6. SOP 8.3.1.1 

Add the following: 

a. A quartet man is a member of a Division based on the Chapter to which the member belongs, or for Frank 

Thorne members, the mailing address on record with the BHS.   

Quartets will not be eligible for Division Quartet Championship unless at least two men are members of their 

selected Division. 

Purpose: to clarify the rules for Division Quartet eligibility. 

7. SOP 8.3.1.d, 8.3.2.2.1.e, and 8.3.2.2.3.c 

Add the following:  

add the DRCJ (District Representative for Contest and Judging) as authorized to make changes to the order 

of appearance of contestants as well as the Contest Administrator. 

Purpose: to authorize the DRCJ to make changes to the order of appearance in addition to the CA. 
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Jim Sherman, Treasurer   

Treasurer  

 
 
 

 

Cash-Bank of America-Checking $10,060.67

Cash-Bank of America- Savings $58,539.16

Cash-Bank of America- CD $51,556.02

Prepaid Expense - $3,500.00

Returned Checks $0.00

\

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $123,655.85

 

TOTAL ASSETS $123,655.85

International Quartet Travel Reserve $880.70

International Chorus Travel Reserve $733.49

Youth Ed. Reserve $8,876.05

Nor Cal Youth Camp Reserve $8,809.76

Harmony Foundation Donor Choice $3,874.67

Harmony College West Reserve 2005 $7,777.50

Harmony College West Reegistrations 2010 $19,385.00

Leadership Academy Reserve 2009 $0.00

C&J Category School Reserve $6,000.00

PR/Marketing Reserve - TriFold/CD $22.50

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES $56,359.67

Retained Earnings $63,995.11

Current Retained Earnings $3,301.07

TOTAL RETAINED EARNINGS $67,296.18

TOTAL LIABILITIES & RETAINED EARNINGS $123,655.85

LIABILITIES & RETAINED EARNINGS

Far Western District Association of Chapters of SPEBSQSA, Inc.

Balance Sheet

7/31/2010

ASSETS
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VARIANCE

REVENUE RECEIVED

Dues and Assessments $29,106  $59,125 ($30,019)

International Prelims Reno $1,317  $5,000 ($3,683)

Fall District Convention Bakersfield ($250)  $22,000 ($22,250)

Divisional Contests AZ $2,125 $3,000

SOUTHWEST $1,741 $2,000

SOUTHEAST $949 $2,500

NORTHWEST $437 $2,000

NORTHEAST $0 $5,252 $0 $9,500 ($4,248)

Westunes Ads & Subs $80  $600 ($520)

Interest-Savings $181  $600 ($419)

Other Revenue $661 $0 $661

Web Hosting $0  $0 $0

TOTAL REVENUE RECEIVED $36,347  $96,825 ($60,478)

EXPENSES

President Incl Audit,Hall of Fame,Nomination $1,642 $2,500

Awards $795 $1,800

Travel-International Conventions $2,247 $4,684 $3,000 $7,300 ($2,616)

Immediate Past President $0 $0 $0

Society Board Member(SBM) $0 $0 $0

Executive Vice President $353 $3,000 ($2,647)

Divisional Vice Prersident AZ $213 $500

SOUTHWEST $134 $500

SOUTHEAST $0 $500

NORTHWEST $0 $500

NORTHEAST $38 $385 $500 $2,500 ($2,115)

Secretary $416 $1,200

Insurance $0 $416 $800 $2,000 ($1,584)

Treasurer $0 $200 ($200)

Officers Meeting Expenses $8,147 $14,000 ($5,853)

Committees Chapter Support $691 $6,600

Leadership Academy ($146) $545 $5,000 $11,600 ($11,055)

Chorus Director $62 $2,000 ($1,938)

C & J $856 $6,900 ($6,044)

Events $2,645 $2,500 $145

Marketing &PR $377 $4,200

Web Public & FWD $0 $1,200

Westunes $5,469 $5,846 $11,600 $17,000 ($11,154)

Convention Activities Chairman $790 $1,500 ($710)

Member Services $86 $2,500 ($2,414)

Financial Development Chairman $414 $1,200 ($786)

Music & Performance $419 $4,000

Harmony College West $4 $423 $5,000 $9,000 ($8,577)

YMIH $1,428 $2,500 ($1,072)

Quartet Travel Fund $1,516  $3,075 ($1,559)

Chorus Travel Fund $3,498  $7,095 ($3,597)

Leadership Forum ($255) $2,500 ($2,755)

Miscellaneous $1,207  $2,400 ($1,193)

TOTAL EXPENSES $33,046  $100,770 ($67,724)

NET RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS $3,301  ($3,945) $7,246

FWD ASSOC. of CHAPTERS

Statement of Receipts and Disbursements

Actual to Budget as of 7/31/10

ACTUAL 

AMOUNT

BUDGET

AMOUNT
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REVENUE 

Dues and Assessments $52,500

International Prelims- Bay Area $3,000

Fall District Convention- Fresno $22,000

Divisional ContestsARIZONA Phoenix $2,500

SOUTHWEST $1,200

SOUTHEAST $1,200

NORTHWEST w/Prelims $0

NORTHEAST Central Cal. $1,200 $6,100

Westunes Ads & Subs $600

Interest-Savings $650

Other Revenue-Web Hosting $0

TOTAL REVENUE $84,850

EXPENSES

President $2,300

Awards $500

Awards Committee Exp $800

Travel-International $2,500 $6,100

Immediate Past President $0

Society Board Member(SBM) $0

Executive Vice President $3,000

DVP-ARIZONA $500

DVP-SOUTHWEST $500

DVP-SOUTHEAST $500

DVP-NORTHWEST $500

DVP-NORTHEAST $500 $2,500

Secretary $1,200

Treasurer $200

Officers Meeting Expenses $14,000

CommitteesChapter Support & Leadership $1,400

Leadership Academy $4,000 $5,400

Chorus Director Development $1,500

Contest & Judging $4,200

Reserve C&J $1,500 $5,700

Events $3,000

Marketing & PR $2,300

Web-Public & FWD $1,200

Westunes 4 issues $12,000 $15,500

Convention Activities Chairman $1,500

Member Services $800

Financial Development Chairman $1,200

Music & Performance $2,000

Chapter Coaching $2,000

Harmony College West $5,000 $9,000

YIH $2,500

Quartet Travel Fund $2,730

Chorus Travel Fund $6,300

Leadership Forum $3,300

Miscellaneous $2,300

TOTAL EXPENSES $87,730

NET RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS -$2,880

2011 FWD Budget

BUDGET

AMOUNT
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Bill Rosica , Division 1 Vice President  

Well, here it is October already.  Where did the year go?  Since recruitment is our number one goal, I requested and 

received our latest numbers regarding the comings and goings of our members here in the Southwest Division.  It 

looks like we took another hit.  Between 3/31/10 and 7/30/10 our division lost 56 members either to death or not 

renewing.  Now I know some members were simply late getting their renewal in on time, but the trend over the past 

few years has been in a negative direction.  Only one chapter showed a net gain during this period and that was 

Santa Monica.  Every other chapter showed either a net loss (14 Chapters) or were even (4 Chapters) 

As all the Presidents know, our District President, Bernard Priceman will hold a Presidentôs Meeting on Sunday 

morning of Convention weekend.  This would be an excellent time to discuss with your chapter counterparts, 

recruitment.  Iôm sure President Priceman will have other items on the agenda, but letôs not let this opportunity get 

away from us. 

Hopefully, if your chapter qualified to compete this weekend, youôve decided to take advantage of this and will be 

on stage.  If your chapter didnôt not qualify or did not compete, please support your hobby by being in the audience.  

Besides, you can sing with the ñJoe Barbershopò Chorus as mic testers prior to the Chorus contest.  Iôve participated 

many times and it is great fun to sing with your brothers from different chapters.  Another reason to attend the fall 

convention is to let your voice be heard at the House of Delegates meeting.  Your District Board tries to make these 

meetings as interesting and informative as possible and we need your input in make important decisions.  Please 

send a representative to make sure your chapter is being heard. 

Of course, I couldnôt complete an article without congratulating The Westminster Chorus for their record-breaking 

performance in Philadelphia this past summer.  I watched on my big-screen TV from home and could not believe 

what I saw and heard.  Justin Miller and the Westminster guys really raised the bar for the rest of us.  They also 

proved that number of men on stage is less important than good singing.  As I listened, I found myself doing less 

judging of the performance and doing more listening as they took me on a fantastic journey.  Another feather in the 

Far Western Districtôs Cap. 

I look forward to seeing many of my old friends as well as meeting new ones during the convention.  Please grab me 

for a tag or two if youôre looking for someone to sing lead.  Iôll even try tenor if you promise not to hurt me to bad. 
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Gene Clements, Division 2 Vice President  

 As DVP, I attended Westminster's fans' night meeting prior to Philly and presented the FWD's chorus 

champôs check. 

 Asked for bids from my chapters to host the 2011 division contests. The Las Vegas Metro has expressed 

interest but has not submitted a bid yet. 

 The Inland Cities chapter hosted a chapter visitation night in June. The Riverside, Apple Valley and 

Temecula Chapters attended. 

 Presented my thoughts to FWD President Priceman on the question of possibly changing the structure of 

the FWD BOD, to wit: If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 

 Provided counsel to Irvine's IPP on his assuming the chapter's presidency following the president's move to 

the Long Beach chapter. 

 Because of the apparent needs of the chapters, I recommended that the San Clemente, Laguna Hills and 

Irvine chapters send their key people to the Arizona CACM. None did. I communicated with Clark 

Abrahamson about the possibility of having another CACM in SoCal. Not likely at this time. 

 I expressed my strong thoughts to the FWD BOD (email) about increasing the minimum guarantees for 

hosting a division contest and making said guarantees a part of the FWD SOP.  

 I had communications with key people in two chapters (not named for this printing) re: the survival of the 

chapters as viable entities. These chapters will do some activities together. 

 In reply to Clark Abrahamson's YIH email for prospective new, young male members sources, I offered my 

thoughts to him and the FWD BOD: home schooled, Parents without Partners, Big Brother organizations, 

and "crows." 

 By email, after research, advised a chapter president on what chapter funds could be used to pay for flowers 

for a departed member. 

 I emailed a chapter member and his chapter re: sending political or borderline political 'stuff' using a 

chapter's email listings. I subsequently did the same to all Southeast Division chapter  presidents, and with 

a PS, an FYI to other division VPs should they wish to do the same. 

 Much communication with El Rancho High School re: potential parking problems for the Leadership 

Academy in SoCal. Personally discussed same with President Priceman and DVP Rosica to a conclusion. 

 

I had other activities of an insignificant nature, and not reported on. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gene Clements 

DVP Southeast 
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Steve Sammonds, Division 3 Vice President  

The numbers from most of our chapters continues be encouraging. Membership to date as of August 24 was holding 

steady or gaining in ten out of the fifteen chapters. Year-over-year, nine chapters are holding or growing. As a 

division we continue to show a slight loss in membership due to the continuing decline in membership at Bay Area.  

 Aug 2010 Aug 2009 Aug 2008 Difference (Pct) 

Bay Area   111   127   134 -16   (-12%) 

Crescent City     2     2     2 0      (-33%) 

Eureka    40    41    31 - 1    (+ 3%) 

Fremont-Hayward    27    23    27 + 4   (- 4%) 

Marin    28    32    34 - 4    (- 9%) 

Monterey-Peninsula    35    34    29 + 1   (+ 3%) 

Napa Valley    25    23    23 + 2  (-13%) 

Palo Alto-Mountain View    63    61    57 + 2   (  0%) 

Rohnert Park    12    14    13 - 2    (-21%) 

San Francisco    22    24    28 - 2    (- 4%) 

San Mateo County    30    29    32 + 1   (-16%) 

Santa Cruz    23    26    20 - 3    (+32%) 

Santa Rosa    34    30    26 + 4   (+25%) 

SF Bay Cities    15    13    12 + 2   (  0%) 

Walnut Creek    38    37    37 + 1   (+ 3%) 

 

While recruitment of new members will continue to ensure our future, the present is most seriously affected by 

retention. Every chapter should have a definitive plan of action to retain current members and contact members who 

have been absent for longer than two weeks. Also, chapters need to follow up on members whose dues are past. The 

following chapters currently show more than 10% of its membership past due: 

 Santa Cruz  17% 

 Bay Area  14% 

 Eureka   13% 

 Napa Valley  12% 

On the positive side, the following chapters have fewer than 5% of its membership past due: 

 Crescent City  0% note: only two members 

 Santa Rosa  3% 

Palo Alto-Mtn View 5% 

Chapter Financial Filings 

According to eBiz, only seven of the fifteen chapters have completed filing both their 2009 IRS 990 and Financial 

Review. Four chapters have not provided headquarters with a copy of their 990, and seven chapters have not filed 

their Financial Review. Both documents are now over three months past due and need to be completed and filed 
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immediately. Thank you to the following chapters who filed their documents: Eureka, Fremont-Hayward, Marin, 

Napa Valley, Palo Alto-Mountain View, Rohnert Park, and Santa Rosa. 

Administratively we are seeking a webmaster for the division page on the FWD website. Please contact Keith 

Eckhardt and me if you are interested or know someone who would like to perform the job. 

Division Convention 

Participation in the 2010 division contests, held in Woodside, was up over last yearôs combined convention in 

Fresno as measured by the number of competing groups. We had 9 division quartets plus one from the Northeast 

division compared to 7 quartets last year. But we had two last minute scratches due to illness and a local chapter 

quartet as mic tester. Among choruses, last year 4 competed plus VIH in exhibition. This year 6 choruses competed 

plus the Santa Cruz chapterôs coed chorus as mic testers. Three more choruses have expressed their intentions to 

return to contest in 2011. 

Convention attendance, however, was well below budgeted expectations: 315 actual versus 412 budget. There were 

174 men on stage for the chorus contest.  Note that VIH membership is down and three choruses did not compete 

that the planners had hoped would compete when budgeting. The reduced attendance combined with a double 

judging panel caused the convention to come in significantly under budget revenue; however, we did not lose money 

and both the host chapter and district received some profit. 

The level of performances was up this year across the board. Among the choruses, ALL SIX qualified for the fall 

district contest. All three choruses that competed in both 2009 and 2010 showed improvement in their scores. On the 

quartet side, three qualified for district, and all but one quartet scored over 60 points. 

The 2011 division convention will be combined with the districtôs spring convention, hosted by the Bay Area 

Chapter. A venue has still not been determined. 

Chapter Presidents Meeting and Division Town Hall 

At the division convention Dave Kocharhook, President. PAMV Chapter, hosted a meeting of chapter presidents. 

Seven chapters were represented and from what I have heard a lot of great ideas came forth from that meeting 

including the possibility of forming a large holiday chorus to perform in different communities. 

A division town hall meeting was also scheduled for members to meet with me and DP Bernard Priceman. However, 

the lack of complete information in the convention program and the timing of the meeting resulted in only a couple 

men showing up. We still had a nice talk, but I will make sure that any future meetings of this nature are promoted 

better in the printed material. 

Other News 

Congratulations to the Voices In Harmony (Bay Area Chapter) on their seventh place finish at the International 

Chorus Contest, giving the Far Western District two choruses placing in the top ten. 

The Palo Alto-Mountain View Chapter donated all the profits from their spring show to the Mountain View High 

Madrigals Relief Fund. The choir incurred an unexpected $50,000 in expenses due to a week-long extension to their 

European tour (courtesy of the Icelandic volcano). The Madrigals performed on the show and the PAMV chapter 

later presented the choir a check for $5,350. 

Half of the eight quartets attending Harmony College West were from the Northwest Division (three from one 

chapter!). The number of Northern California attendees in Redlands this year bodes well for a successful return to 

Cal State East Bay (Hayward) in 2011. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Sammonds 
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Jim Turnmire , Division 4 Vice President  

Congratulations and good luck to the choruses that are representing our Northeast Division in Bakersfield.  They 

are:  Central California (Golden Valley chorus), Reno (Silver dollar Chorus), Sacramento (Capitolaires), Fresno 

(Gold Note Chorus), and California Delta (American River Chorus).  

We are also sending three quartets:  Silver and Gold (Fresno), Uproar! (Fresno), and Tahoe Blue (Reno).  We wish 

them all the very best! 

We have 2 chapters that show an increase in membership from the first of the year.  They are  Davis-Vacaville, and 

California Delta (new chapter).  Hopefully the list will be much longer for the Spring Convention report. 

The Nevada Placer Chapter recently hosted a mega interchapter eventé.the annual Bean Feed and somewhat 

serious quartet contest.   The Sacramento, Folsom, Placerville, Carson City, and Davis-Vacaville were all 

represented.  There were over 100 in attendance with 22 quartets forming for fun and entertainment.  What a great 

idea!  We could use more of these inter-chapter fun events. 

The Visalia Chapter and quartets have been very busy singing for different events in the area including singing the 

National Anthem for the local minor league baseball team.  The sent 6 members to Harmony College West. 

The Folsom Chapter filed both their IRS 990 Form and their Financial Review forms!  Thanks guys! Their chorus 

and quartets have been singing in the area promoting barbershop harmony.  They even had an Open Mic night for 

quartets to perform.   

The Central California Chapter held their 14
th

 annual spaghetti dinner and show.  The chorus and quartets recently 

performed for the Sons of Norway convention.  They will be hosting next yearôs Northeast Division convention.  A 

great big ñthank youò to them for this undertaking. 

The Placerville recently held a guest night which netted them a new member with 2 prospectives.  They sent 3 

members to Harmony University. 

My thanks to the preceding chapters who submitted their activity reports to me. 

The Fresno Chapter was awarded the Fall District convention to be held in Fresno in October of 2011.  Just SOME 

of the advantages of attending this convention is that it is easily drivable for most of our District.  The hotel rates are 

much lower than they have been at some of the other District conventions, and hotel parking is FREE.  Great 

facilities, and what more could you ask for??? 

 
  



38 

 

Far Western District, Fall HOD Meeting, October 2010 Bakersfield, Cal. 

 

 

Theodore (Ted) Sayle , Division 5 Vice President  

Yes, 2010 has certainly been a busy and productive year, and it is not over yet.  Christmas performances are being 

planed at all chapters, and of course Bakersfield FWD convention in October is much anticipated. 

Phoenix chapter has announced plans to bid for the 2011 FWD convention, and will officially do so while in 

Bakersfield. 

Events chair Ivan Jensen advises that the spring 2011 Division contest and convention (with Phoenix hosting) is 

approved with firm dates and hotel info to follow.  Moon Valley HS will continue to be the contest venue. 

CSLT chair Gordon Bergthold succeeded in bringing Chuck Greenôs highly acclaimed CACM seminar to Arizona 

last Sept. with the same type of great results reported around the country. 

Prescott chapter has appointed Joan Piechocki as their new director.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Theodore (Ted) Sayle 

Division 5 VP 
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District Management Team Reports  

 

Gordon "Mongo" Bergthold , CSLT Chairman 

Itôs really hard to believe that 2010 is two-thirds complete until you recap what has happened in the Far Western 

District this year.  While leadership training is the main thrust of the CSLT endeavors I canôt help but gasp when I 

review the events that have shaped our year thus far.   

In January at the Mid-Winter Convention in Florida they had the largest attendance ever and we were represented by 

our Seniorôs Champs Audacity and the Collegiate Champs, the Vagrants both from the FWD.  The Youth Chorus 

Contest was spectacular, except the FWD wasnôt representedéIôm expecting that to change in Las Vegas in 2011. 

In March were were in Reno at the Spring Convention watching our FWD quartets compete for the International 

Contest held in Philadelphia this past July.  Not only did our quartets represent us well, Westminster won the chorus 

contest beating the perennial champs Dallas with a dazzling performance that brought down the house. 

During April and May all of the Division Contests were held to determine the line-up for choruses and quartets for 

the FWD Fall Contest in Bakersfield.  There were also a myriad of chapter shows held during the spring.  In June 

there was a FWD Board meeting culminating with the ñGo For The Goldò performance of our international 

competitors. 

Now, Arizona had a full schedule with its Annual BASH August 20
th

 & 21
st
, a Compellingly Attractive Chapter 

Meeting Seminar on September 18
th

, and the Leadership Academy on October 13
th

.  There were many other events 

that I havenôt mentioned held during this first ten months of the year, but to say weôre a busy district is a gross 

understatement. 

The Chapter Service Representatives have been called on but not as much as theyôd like because the chapters simply 

donôt request their help. Ted Sayle, Arizona DVP and the other DVPôs continue to work to help strengthen their 

organizations supporting their respective chapters by offering help from the CSRôs in their areas.  However, we are 

long on expertise and short on requests.  I encourage you to take advantage of the available expertise in the FWD.  

Just check out the FWD website for a list of the Chapter Service Representatives.  If that doesnôt work contact me at 

(928) 830-0977 or Keith Eckhart our district webmaster. 

Our district is respected throughout the BHS, and for good reason.  We have excellent leadership, outstanding 

quartet and chorus competitors and entertainers who are active throughout the US and the world.  And weôre a 

wonderful group of barbershoppers who spend way a lot of quality time together; weôre family! 

If the rest of the world spent more time singing and less time fighting there would be no need for our military except 

for their musical participation at various world events.  Idealistic yes, but we can dream canôt we?  

Gordon "Mongo" Bergthold 

CSLT Chair 
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Dave Tautkus, Chorus Director Development Chairman  

What an awesome time to be a director in the Far Western District. 

Congratulations to our new WORLD CHAMPION CHORUS and DIRECTOR (the youngest chorus director to earn 

a championship EVER) Westminster Chorus and Justin Miller. 

Justin and the music team from W continually prove that with the right vision and a never tiring pursuit of that 

vision even a 60 man chorus of young men can take down a giant. 

Congratulations and thanks to Nick Papageorge and Dr. Greg Lyne for their guidance and leadership at HCW.  I 

have heard great reviews. 

Chuck Hunter is in the process of putting together a beginning director track in conjunction with the Fall District 

Leadership Academy.  This would be a great time for anyone who might be thinking of stepping into a leadership 

role at their chorus either as a stronger section leader, assistant director, associate director or someone interested in 

honing their directing skills as a front line director.  More information on this will be coming soon. 

Rumors come to me about changes in directorships, but if I cannot confirm them, I donôt repost them. 

Rim of the World area seeking guidance for a youth chorus/quartet program.  Anyone SERIOUSLY interested in 

going up the hill once a week, please contact me. 

CDWIôs are possibly in the works for each of the divisionséé Carson City announces its new director and hopes 

to host a CDWI.  Congrats to the chorus and Billy Hill, their new director. 

Any other changes or opportunities??????? 

Thanks, 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dave Tautkus 
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Ron Black, Contest & Judging District Representative  
A. Spring Division Contests ï went very well and participation is up from the two prior years.  Here 

is an interesting table: 

 Total Total  Total Total  

 Choruses Ch Men Avg Pts Qt Men Quartets Avg Pts 

       

2010 29 897 66.6 240 60 66.0 

2009 25 687 62.9 248 62 65.9 

2008 27 813 61.0 228 57 65.5 

 

B. Fall District forecast ï participation is up, 24 quartets and 23 choruses have entered, it should be a 

great convention! 

C. Welcome to our newly Certified judges 

John Brockman (MUS) 

Cary Burns (MUS) 

Justin Miller (MUS) 

Ken Potter (MUS) 

Sam Papageorge (PRS) 

Gary Steinkamp (PRS) 

Craig Ewing (SNG) 

Brett Littlefield (SNG) 

 

FWD judge totals 

5 Contest Administrators 

10 Music Judges 

4 Presentation Judges 

10 Singing Judges 

 

We do need more CAôs and PRS judges.  The opportunity for applications to become a judge is open until 

December 1
st
, 2010.  Please contact me if you are or know of someone who would want to enter the 

program.  They would have a 3 year training period and could become certified in August 2013.   

Our judging community continues to grow in numbers and be strong in its members. 

Respectfully submitted 

Ron Black, DRC 
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John Jones, Events Chairman  
Upcoming District Conventions 

 

Fall District Conventions 

2010 ï   Oct 7-10 ï   Bakersfield, San Luis Obispo Host 

2011 ï   Oct 13-16 -   Fresno, Fresno Host 

2012 -   Oct 11-14   Phoenix has submitted bid 

2013      Accepting Bids 

 

Spring District Conventions 

2011  Mar 17-20   Santa Clara, CA Bay Area Host 

2012 / 2013    Accepting Bids 

 

2011 Division Conventions 

2011  Mar 17-20  Northwest Division ï see 2011 Spring Convention 

2011  April 16  Arizona Division - Phoenix Chapter 

2011  May 7   Southwest Division - Pasadena Chapter 

2011  May 14   Southeast Division - Las Vegas Chapter 

2011  May 21   Northeast Division - Central California Chapter 

 

Harmony College West 

2011  Aug 19-21 ï Hayward  

 

2010 Leadership Academy 

2010 Nov 13 ï Mesa. AZ 

2010 Nov 20 ï Sacramento, CA 

2010 Nov 13 ï Pico Rivera, CA 

Events Committee 

 

Event Chairman ï AZ ï Ivan Jensen 

Event Chairman ï Southeast ï Paul Sandorf 

Event Chairman ï Southwest ï Jim Serdahely 

Event Chairman ï Northeast ï Sam Barger 

Event Chairman ï Northwest ï John Jones 

Registration Chairman ï Bob Cathaway 

Production Director ï Doug Maddox 

Convention Activities Chairman ï Keith Eckhardt
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Our 2010 Divisional convention season wrapped up with all conventions closing in the black although the 

total registrations continue to remain at the same lower levels that we have seen starting in 2008.  On a 

personal note, I attended 4 out of 5 conventions and enjoyed myself at each of them.  The number of 

chapters and quartets that qualified to attend the Fall convention reflected the entertainment value of the 

contests.  As we elect new chapter officers and begin the new year, I strongly urge all of you to get the 

your divisional convention participation high on the chapter priority list.  It is fun having your moment in 

the spotlight, fun to see others perform, fun to get the feedback that challenges you to do better, fun to 

chat with members and their families from across the Division and fun to participate in the fellowship of 

our hobby.  As we put this report together, we are just receiving the information on all our 2011 

conventions.  We will get the details to you promptly and I suggest that you chat often with the host 

chapters with your questions and your suggestions and your offers to help make it happen. 

  

Looking beyond 2011, creating events in which the performer can perform at his best without distraction 

and where the audience can enjoy those performances without petty annoyances requires preparation and 

careful execution.  As a primary short range focus the events committee will work to gain earlier 

commitment by host chapters and thus a longer period over which to develop and build each event.  Your 

Divisional VPs and Event Planners would like hearing from you, as would I. (johnkathyjones@aol.com).  

To learn more about convention planning and hosting go to the District website (http://spebsqsafwd.org/) 

and look under ñForms and Filesò for the downloadable files listed under ñConvention Biddingò.  It can 

be fun! 

John Jones 
Events Planning 
Far Western District 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
6436 Montego Ct 
San Jose, Ca 95120 
408-268-3593/408-568-3609 (cell) 
johnkathyjones@aol.com   

mailto:johnkathyjones@aol.com
http://spebsqsafwd.org/
callto:+1408-268-3593
callto:+1408-568-3609
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John McDougald, Financial Development Chairman  
At the Reno convention in March, awards were presented for the outstanding performance that a number of our 

chapters achieved in supporting the Harmony Foundation for the calendar year, 2009.  Twenty six of our 82 chapters 

were honored for their support of Harmony Foundation at the convention.  A Bronze Award was presented to six 

chapters (Greater Phoenix, Carson City, Monterey, Orange (quartet), Fresno and Las Vegas).  In order to receive this 

award, combined chapter and member gifts had to average at least $15.00 per member.  Ten additional chapters 

earned the Silver Award which required an average gift of at least $30.00 per member (Tucson, Walnut Creek, Santa 

Rosa, South Bay, San Diego, Nevada Placer, Palomar Pacific, Westminster, Napa Valley and Las Vegas Metro).  

Finally, we had ten chapters (Sacramento, Bay Area, Visalia, Santa Fe Springs, Reno, Santa Barbara, Santa Monica, 

San Fernando, Mesa and La Jolla) that qualified for the Gold Award, which required an average gift of at least 

$80.00 per member.  Those ten chapters contributed over $94,000, which represented an average gift of more that 

$150.00 per member.  What an outstanding achievement!  Two chapters deserve special mention.  Santa Fe Springs 

had the highest per man contribution with $246.55.  La Jolla was second with $162.76 per man.  These 26 chapters 

range in size from 23 members to 211 members (seven of which have less than 45 members), so itôs not just the big 

chapters that have responded with this level of support. 

Further analysis of our Districtôs contributions for 2009 reveals that 55 of our chapters, either individual members or 

the chapters themselves, made some level of contribution to Harmony Foundation.  However, only five 

contributions came from the chapters themselves.  The vast majority of the FWDôs support for Harmony Foundation 

comes from our individual members.  Now, thereôs certainly nothing wrong with that, but that means we have two 

more potential sources of support:  the 27 chapters that did not make any contribution in 2009, and the 50 chapters 

who did not contribute but whose members did contribute. 

During a recent business meeting at my own Sedona, AZ chapter, two topics came up that blended together in a 

surprising and unusual way.  One of our long time members was severely ill, and we made arrangements to take the 

chorus to his home where he was under hospice care for our following rehearsal.  I also discussed the commitment 

that our Board had made regarding a chapter gift to Harmony Foundation during calendar year 2010.  The following 

week, we did sing at the home of our dear member, and four days later, we learned of his death.  At our next 

rehearsal, one of our members suggested that we combine our chapter commitment to Harmony Foundation with 

individual gifts and present the total in memory of our recently lost member.  The vote was unanimously in favor of 

this recommendation.  As of this writing, we are about one week away from knowing what that total will be, but I 

guarantee Sedona will be at least a Silver Award winner for 2010.   

In Bernard Pricemanôs recent e-mail, he stated that the bleeding has stopped with respect to membership declines for 

the BHS as a whole.  It isnôt a coincidence that net membership losses have stopped at the same time the Harmony 

Foundation funding and activity has ramped up considerably.  This is where we can really make a difference, and 

weôre already starting to see the evidence of that.  I will be starting a telephone campaign to enlist the support of the 

two groups of chapters identified above.  We can put the FWD back on the map with our Harmony Foundation 

support for 2010. 
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Dan Jordan, Marketing & Public Relations Chairman  
 The completion of our branded advertising tri-fold and enhanced CD is scheduled for after the fall 

convention of 2010 with new pictures and recordings. This piece will be used to assist each chapter, chorus, 

quartet, and individual identify what weôre offering to potential new members. 

 My fifth Westunes article was sent in. It included my thoughts for promoting our district, the society, our 

form of music, and the camaraderie we all enjoy within the fraternal organization. 

 I produced a flyer called: ñWhy should I come to Bakersfield?ò  it is being used to promote attendance at 

the fall convention. 

 I have contracted for the second year in a row with Lions Mane Productions for the FWDôs LIVE Web-cast 

with Brian Philbin, Martin Fredstrom, Bob Hartley and myself as the guest commentators. 

 I have submitted for consideration an idea to produce in-district CDs for sale at our own barbershop shop 

and throughout the society. 

 I have set up and have made contact with a vendor to set up shop at the Fall convention in Bakersfield to 

offer CDs and other music-related products for sale to our convention attendees with a percentage of the 

profits given to the FWD in return for the opportunity to sell at the convention.   

 Advertising rates in the Westunes and promoting this to past and future advertisers is in the works for 

completion by the end of 2010 with a new rate card in the Westunes and e-mail blast announcements to all 

quartets and choruses within the FWD as well as all other district publication editors. 

 Ongoing promotion of choruses, quartets, and events throughout the FWD is being handled with ideas, 

assistance with promotional ideas and design ongoing. 

 A push to help the Long Beach Chapter (our districtôs 1
st
 licensed chapter) is under way with articles in the 

Westunes, on-line through the FWD web-site and through direct e-mail pieces which I have developed for 

them. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

Dan Jordan   

T: 818-244-4361 - ext. 3 

E: DJordanFWDPR@aol.com 

 

  

mailto:DJordanFWDPR@aol.com
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Clark Abrahamson , Membership Chairman  

Howdy ï 

The numbers (Society Data as of August 1, 2010): 

FWD Membership (Excluding Multiple Members): 2722, down 234 from year-end 2009, largely because, according 

to Webmaster Keith Eckhardtôs up-to-date figures, weôve recruited some 114 new members - but weôve lost about 

287 members year-to-date.  Put another way, for every new member we recruit, we lose about 2.5 members. 

The breakdown:  Of 83 Chapters, 15 have gained members, 7 have no change, and 61 have lost members.  

Congratulations to the 15 chapters bucking the trend!:  California Delta  (a brand-new chapter in the Sacramento 

area), Temecula , Santa Monica, Canada Del Oro, Santa Rosa, Prescott, Laguna Hills, Ventura, Santa 

Barbara, Davis-Vacaville, Fremont-Hayward, San Mateo County, Brea, PaloAlto-Mountain View, and 

Westminster. 

The Society data I receive contains history figures dating back to 2006.  Itôs interesting to note that, of the 15 

chapters, of which 13 have been around since 2006, 6 have posted an overall 4-year gain.  Those chapters:  Santa 

Monica, Santa Rosa, Ventura, Davis-Vacaville, Brea, and Palo Alto -Mountain View.  Could it be theyôre doing 

something right? 

Also, a huge thank you to our guys who have attained man of note awards for their recruiting efforts.  Iôve created a 

ñMan of Note Hall of Fameò Listò of the 80-some heroes  who attained ten or more Man of Note awards.  The list 

is far too large to include in this column, but Iôve posted it on the FWD Website.  Look for it in the left column 

under Membership Documents, ñ2010 MON By Numbers.docò Look it over ï recognize anyone?  If so, you might 

want to talk to them ï maybe buy óem lunch ï and pick their brains as to how they managed to recruit so many 

members. While youôre at it, check out some of the other content on the website. 

The Society Membership Task Force report was recently published (thereôs a copy on the website under 

ñMembership Documents).  Some of the findings that jumped out and bit me on the nose: 

1. Membership growth and retention happen at the Chapter level ï period. 

2. Membership growth and retention usually is associated with chapters with successful administrative 

and music leadership teams. 

3. A large number of Society members are interested in finding solutions to membership growth and 

retention. 

Accordingly, Iôm planning a ñMembership Summitò during this convention to bring together some of the best and 

brightest membership sparkplugs in the Far Western District.  The result, I expect, will be some new and innovative 

ideas and plans your chapter can use to turn the membership tide.  Look for the time and place elsewhere in the 

convention brochure. 

éSee óya aroundé 

Clark 
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Nick Papageorge, Music & Performance Chairman  
What a great weekend of education, fellowship and SINGING we had in Redlands, California at our 2010 Harmony 

College West!  The students and faculty all had a very rewarding experience.On Friday afternoon, before the school 

officially opened, there were ñEarly-Bird Classesò for students who got to the campus early to attend.  John Minsker 

led a class in ñThe Care and Feeding of Your Small Chorus,ò  Craig Ewing led the ñWoodsheddingò Class, and 

Justin Miller led the ñTag Singing Class.ò  What a great ñunofficialò start to a great school! 

The weekend began with a general session that featured lots of singing.  We were treated to being directed first by 

Gary Bolles, and then by the youngest director to win the International Chorus Championship, Justin Miller of the 

Westminster Chapter. The highlight of the General Session was a rehearsal with Dr. Greg Lyne, who drilled us and 

thrilled us with the ñfree and easyò arrangement of Kentucky Babe.  What a great song, and a great rehearsal.  It was 

truly a great musical moment! 

And then the classes began.  8 hours of classes such as Vocal Techniques/How to be a Great...(bass, lead, baritone, 

tenor), Directing, Arranging, The Comedic Approach, Singinô Ringinô Chords, Making It Happen (with Dr. Greg 

Lyne and 17 of our talented front-line directors), and coaching.  Lots of coaching!  9 quartets were coached by 8 of 

the finest Society coaches.  There was so much learning going on that the campus was beginning to burst.   

And after the classes had ended, we had a show featuring all of the quartets being coached during the weekend, our 

current District Champion Quartet (and International Semi-Finalists) ñThe Edge,ò and our 2008 District Champion 

Quartet (and International Finalists) ñMasterpiece.ò  Both guest quartets were spectacular!  (even after 6 of the 8 

quartet members had served as coaches during the 2 days) 

Also, congratulations to the Santa Monica Chapter!  They took me up on my invitation to be coached for four hours 

with Justin Miller.  I watched some of the session, and it was truly remarkable.  And each member took a class for 

the other four hours.  Their chapter really got a weekend of a lifetime! 

But it didnôt end there!  Everyone grabbed a ride to ñUncle Howieôs Pizzaò where we had a great big ñold-

fashionedò afterglow.  All of the HCW quartets sang again, plus we were treated by other quartets who just showed 

up!  Even Greg Lyneôs daughter, Megan, sang ñDream of Nowò with Jerry Fairchildôs quartet singing ñLida Rose.ò  

They are the featured performers of the Redlands Bowl production of ñThe Music Man.ò  What a treat. 

Every chapter, of every barbershopper who attended, is going to reap great rewards. These guys are going to come 

back to chapter with some great knowledge.  Give them some time to stand up and tell you some of the things they 

learned. 

Thanks to all of our faculty who gave their time and talents to our students:  Greg Lyne, Justin Miller, Craig Ewing, 

Dave Briner, Gary Bolles, Brian Philbin, Jeff Baker, John Minsker, Bill Tieberg, Martin Fredstrom, Brett Littlefield, 

Alan Gordon, Patrick Haedtler, Sam Papageorge, Tom Moore, and Jason Remley.  Thanks also to our web-master 

Keith Eckhardt for running registration and room assignments and a lot of other details. 

I encourage all of you who did not attend the 2010 Harmony College West to attend next year.  It looks like we are 

going to be at the campus of Cal State East Bay next year.  It is a fabulous facility that is just right for our school.  

Donôt miss it.  Iôll announce the school as soon as weôre booked at the campus. --Nick Papageorge  
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John Krizek, YIH Chairman  

The FWD Youth In Harmony Team 

The Far Western District Youth Outreach team is blessed with several dedicated experts, available to help chapters 

throughout the District with projects, problems, or answers to questions about YIH. 

Mark Freedkin, MOH, Orange County/SoCal coordinator, liaison with the Southern California Music Educators, 

mfreedkin@yahoo.com; 

Paul Girard, LaJolla, San Diego County coordinator, liaison with California ACDA, paul.e.girard@cox.net; 

Bernie Sentianen, Rincon Beach, West Valley/Ventura County/Central Coast coordinator, bsentianen@eeitiger.com; 

Ron Hayes, Tucson, Southern Arizona coordinator, roan-tuc@cox.net; 

Jerry Fox, Mesa, Phoenix/East Valley coordinator, Doremifoxj@aol.com; 

Bruce Sellnow, Central Valley, District High School Quartet Contest chairman, bruce10@sellnows. 

Lawrence Stern, Santa Cruz County area coordinator, lawrencestern@netzer 

Richard Lund, Placerville/Reno, Youth Harmony Camp chairman, Rwlund92@gmail. 

Jim Crowley, Carson City, Northern Nevada coordinator, jimcrowley1@sbcglobal.net 

Keith Eckhardt, Placerville, general YIH promoter and web expert, keitheckhardt@comcast.net. 

In addition, there are many active chapter YIH chairmen, but the list would be too long to include here.   The roster 

is available on the YIH web siteðwhich is run from Chicago by retired San Fernando Valley secretary Jim Wiggins, 

jwiggins@comcast.net. 

Please call on these gentlemen for help. 

Midwinter Reminder  

The International Youth Chorus Festival will be happening in Las Vegas this coming January.   We should have a 

handful of groups representing our District.   Not just choruses assembled just for this purpose, but existing college 

and high school groups are invited to give it a try.   What a way to get young singers involved!  Now that the fall 

semester is in full swing, I look forward to hearing about more entries in this major YIH event. 

  

mailto:mfreedkin@yahoo.com
mailto:paul.e.girard@cox.net
mailto:bsentianen@eeitiger.com
mailto:roan-tuc@cox.net
mailto:Doremifoxj@aol.com
mailto:jimcrowley1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:keitheckhardt@comcast.net
mailto:jwiggins@comcast.net
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Committee Chairmen Reports  

 

Bill Cale, Nominating Committee Chairman  

 
It is the responsibility of the Far Western District to search for and nominate interested and qualified men to serve as 

your Board of Directors. The list was presented to the present Board of Directors at their June meeting. 

Here is the list of men who have been nominated to stand for election to the Far Western District Board of Directors 

at the Fall 2010 meeting of the House of Delegates. Terms of office are to begin January 1, 2011. 

  

2011 FWD BOD Nominations 

President:  Bernard Priceman 

Executive VP:  Russ Young 

I.P.P:   Bob Lally 

Secretary:  Peter Feeney 

Treasurer:  Bob Heron  

Div 1 SW VP:  Bill Rosica 

Div 2 SE VP:  Allan Webb 

Div 3 NW VP:  Steve Sammonds 

Div 4 NE VP:  Jim Turnmire 

Div 5 AZ VP:  Ted Sayle 

For the Committee, 

 

Bill Cale, Chair 

Bob Lally 

Gene Clements 
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Deane Scoville, Awards Chairman  
We all are aware that recognition is one of the best things that can happen in the life of a barbershopper. Each 

year some of our members who perform above and beyond the call of duty receive honors from the district. It 

is the duty of this committee to provide the proper recognition in the manner of saying ñThank You!ò 

Trophies and lapel pins presented to our quartet and chorus competitors each year at division and district 

contests remain the responsibility of the Events Committee, in conjunction with the Contest and Judging 

Committee. The following is an update on the Awards Committee activities and responsibilities: 

 We provide the FWD Hall of Fame Plaque, lapel pin and name badge to the Chairman of that committee 

to be presented to the winner at the Spring Convention. 

 We provide 12 plaques for the top three High School Quartet winners at the Spring Convention. The 

AFWDC has provided a new traveling trophy award for this competition and it is dedicated to the 

memory of Lloyd Steinkamp. 

 We provide a plaque for the Spring and Fall Convention Honorees. In addition we present a corsage to his 

significant other for presentation during the convention. 

 As of July 31, 2010 we have created and forwarded 172 Bachelor of Harmony Certificates. Jacket patches 

are mailed with certificates to an officer in each recipientôs chapter for proper presentation. We suggest 

the certificates be framed before presentation. (We strongly recommend each chapter present new 

members their new member certificate in an attractive frameé to be displayed proudly for others to see!) 

 We provide the FWD Chapter of the Year Award for the previous year to be presented at the House of 

Delegates at the Spring Convention. The selection of the Chapter of the Year is made by the previous 

yearôs President. This award is for the chapter that has displayed positive activity and results in 

membership growth and retention, community involvement, division and district involvement in schools 

and contests and a working program for Youth In Harmony. 

 The Chapter of the Year Plaque is a perpetual traveling award and is only retained by the chapter for that 

one year (unless it wins again the following year). We also provide a permanent award to the winning 

chapter donated by the family of Owen Edwards and presented at the House of Delegates Meeting. 

 Finally, we provide the FWD Presidentôs Award to be presented by the previous yearôs President at a 

time of his choosing. 

Thank you! It is our pleasure to serve the Far Western District! 

Sincerely, 

Deane Scoville, Chairman, Lynn Brittan, Bill Cale, Carl Truman 
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Chuck Hunter, Leadership Academy  

2010 Leadership Academies 

Three Leadership Academies are scheduled for the FWD as follows: 

 

ARIZONA    SOUTHERN     NORTHERN 

November 13   November 13   November 20 

Mesa, Arizona   Pico River, CA   Sacramento, CA 

 

There have been some substantial changes made in the Leadership Academy format for this year with regard to both 

the amount of time allocated for certain classes as well as the class offerings themselves.  The traditional classes for 

elected officers will continue to be offered, but some will no longer last the entire day.  The traditional six hour 

classes will continue for the offices of President, Secretary, Treasurer, VP Music and Performance and VP 

Marketing and Public Relations.  Two other VP classes will be offered in a three hour format, VP Membership and 

VP Program. 

The rationale for this change is based on feedback from students in the areas of Membership and Program that in the 

past their classes sometimes tended to present a cornucopia of ideas, many of them exciting and appealing, but with 

insufficient opportunity to actually discuss and develop a written plan for implementing them when they return to 

their chapter.  Thus this year these classes will be more of a practicum so that upon completion of the course each 

student will return to his chapter fully prepared to set in place activities that can be used to their maximum 

effectiveness. 

Another major change for this yearsô program is the introduction of a six hour experience entitled the Novice 

Quartet Brigade.  A number of Districts have Quartet Brigades that exist for the purpose of encouraging the 

development of new quartets as well as providing an opportunity for men interested in quarteting to gather and sing.  

It is hoped that many members will attend the Leadership Academies this year to begin a movement that will 

enhance quartet singing in the Far Western District. 

Finally there are a number of three hour classes that will be offered that are designed to educate our members, to 

identify future leaders of our chapters as well as those who may go on to lead the District and the Society, to 

understand the role of the Harmony Foundation and the significant change it is making on the Society through itsô 

various activities, a class that will focus on specific activities that are geared to the youth movement and ways in 

which our chapters can work together to help the Society grow younger, a class where anyone who has ever wanted 

to learn some of the basics of chorus directing will be provided with that opportunity, and a class where men can 
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come and simply sing tags and learn how Woodshedding is different than simply gang singing a song without regard 

to how it sounds.  These courses are called: 

 Future Leader 

 Harmony Foundation Chairman 

 Youth Outreach 

 Chorus Directing Basics 

 Tag Singing/Woodshedding 

 

And finally something that has been missing from our Leadership Academies in recent years é we are going to 

learn a song and sing! 

Chuck Hunter 

Leadership Academy Coordinator 
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Lynn Brittan, Ethics Committee  Chairman  

As of this date, September 1, 2010, there are no Ethics matters needing the attention of this committee. 
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