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Bob Lally, FWD President 

 
WELCOME TO DELEGATES 

 
To:       FWD Chapter Delegates  
  FWD Officers  
  Past FWD Presidents  

Chapter Presidents  
Committee Chairmen   
Chapter Counselors  
 

Subject:   House of Delegates Meeting, October 9, 2009 at Sacramento, California 
                        
This report has been compiled in order to streamline the mechanics of the FWD House of Delegates meeting so 
that all delegates be well informed on the district affairs,    It includes minutes of previous HOD and BOD 
meetings, reports of the FWD officers and committee chairmen and a schedule of events for the Fall 2009 
Convention and contest.     
 
Chapter Delegates: 
 
Please download, print, * cut out and sign the Credential Card provided on the last page of this report.  
Please note: the chapter president is the established delegate to the HOD, however if he is unable to attend, he 
may designate a chapter member as Chapter Delegate.    In that case, both the president and the delegate should 
sign the card.     Bring the card with you to the HOD meeting at 2 pm on Friday, October 9, 2009 
Do not mail this card.   
 

*  If the delegate is unable to download and print out the credential form, advise the District 
Secretary by e-mail at least 10 days prior to the HOD meeting, and the card will be forwarded to 
him. 
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It is recommended that delegates study this report prior to attending the meeting and obtain any chapter input on 
issues provided. 
 
Upon arrival at the HOD meeting, proceed to the table reserved for your division and present your credentials 
card to your District Vice President seated there.    There will be six tables set up for the meeting, five of which 
are for the seating of the five divisional and one for committee chairmen and chapter counselors who have no 
vote.    Please note: delegates cannot be seated or may not vote without presenting valid credential cards.      
 
There will be place cards for all District Vice Presidents, Chapter Delegates, committee chairmen and chapter 
counselors at their respective tables.   
 
At the close of the meeting, please leave your chapter place card on the table for future use.    After the 
convention, it is recommended that delegates file reports with their chapter secretaries as part of a permanent 
record of the House of Delegate Proceedings.   
 
District Officer, Past FWD Presidents, Committee Chairmen and Chapter Counselors: 
 

No Credential Card is required for your participation in the HOD. Please be seated at your respective 
locations as follows; 

· District Vice Presidents:  with your respective divisions 
· Past FWD Presidents:  with your chapters or wherever convenient.    
· Committee Chairmen and Chapter Counselors at Table 6.   

 
 
A quorum will be determined from the credential cards presented to the district secretary by the respective 
District Vice Presidents.   
 
These procedures for seating delegates and establishing the quorum at the spring and fall meetings were 
approved previously by the FWD Board of Directors and incorporated into the FWD Statement of Policy and 
the FWD Convention Regulations.    Your observance of these procedures will facilitate the conduct and 
enhance the integrity of the meeting 
 
Thank you 
 
Bob Lally, President 
Far Western District 
Barbershop Harmony Society  
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Bill Biffle 
 

A Message from Bill Biffle, Society President  
August 20, 2009 
 
Dear Brothers in Song, 
 
Thank you for being leaders in your chapter, your district, and our Society.  With those of us who choose to be a 
little more involved than the average member – you and me - resides the future of this special musical art form 
– including its friendships, rewarding experiences, and sense of belonging that flows from our involvement in 
this exceptional hobby. 
 
A number of things occupy us, of course, as we discharge our duties on behalf of our members, present and 
future, but none of these is as important as the efforts we expend to secure the future of barbershop for those 
that follow us here.  I know that we all want our grandchildren’s grandchildren to have the opportunity to have 
their lives enriched by this wonderful hobby as ours have been.  This is Job One for us in 2009 and beyond. 
 
There are a number of ways in which you and I can make a difference in this important effort.  As Society 
President, I have created and charged a Membership Growth Task Force, chaired by IPP Noah Funderburg.  
This group is well on the way to creating a strategy for long-term membership growth for our Society.  
However, I – and they – need your thoughts on this crucial topic, too.  Drop me a post at 
bbiffle@barbershop.org.  I promise your ideas will be carefully considered and added to the rich mixture 
already in the hopper. 
 
Another way you can help guarantee that this hobby – and this Society that perpetuates it – lives on after your 
time, is to contribute to our charitable arm, Harmony Foundation, Inc.  HFI supports our Youth Outreach and 
Director Development programs and is poised to help – if YOU help – in many other ways, too.  Currently, 
there are four ways you can contribute:  Ambassadors of Song, The President’s Council, Keep a Melody 
Ringing, and The Founder’s Club.  Go to http://www.harmonyfoundation.org to learn more about the important 
work this foundation allows us, the Barbershop Harmony Society, to do.  And see how you can be a part of 
securing our future through your gifts.  It is a startling fact that we can no longer rely on our traditional revenue 
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streams to support – and to grow – our Society.  We need your charitable giving if we are to survive.  Please 
consider a gift now. 
 
Of course, the future won’t be secured if we ignore the present.  Everyone wants more members.  Everyone 
wants good publicity for who we are and what we do.  Well, good news!  The single best opportunity to spread 
the word about us, especially the thrill of our competitions, is coming to your town sometime in the near future.  
That is, it will, if you’ll help.  I’m speaking, of course, of American Harmony, the movie.  As soon as you can, 
go to www.americanharmonythemovie.com and watch the “trailer” for this film.  I guarantee it will blow you 
away!  Then click on the link to learn you can guarantee that this movie will be shown in your town – complete 
with professional marketing and the general public attendance that that will bring.  And, all of this will happen 
without any financial obligation on your part or on the part of your chapter.  This is the best thing that’s 
happened to us since The Music Man hit Broadway.  Be a part of it! 
 
We had a wonderful convention in Anaheim this summer.  I hope you were there.  If you weren’t, you missed 
barbershop history being made in more ways than one.  Our new chorus and quartet champs – from the same, 
wonderful barbershop chapter, the Ambassadors of Harmony from St. Charles, MO - set new records for 
singing and performance.  Our College Quartet Contest, Harmony Foundation Presents, the World Harmony 
Jamboree, and all the other exciting events were simply the best ever.  These hallmarks of our year getting 
better.  Go to our wonderful new website at www.barbershop.org to learn about – and register for - next July’s 
convention in Philadelphia.  You can thank me later! 
  
But let me not overlook Tampa in January.  Make your plans now to attend our Midwinter convention there.  If 
you haven’t been to a Midwinter in the past couple of years, you literally don’t know what you’re missing.  
Since the addition of the Youth Chorus Festival to the schedule, this event has – again, literally – been 
rejuvenated.  The kids are everywhere – on the stage, in the lobbies, in the stairwells, on the streets!  And 
they’re singing barbershop, too - with other kids and with anyone else who wants to sing.  If you want to have a 
glimpse – a very exciting glimpse – into the future of our hobby, be in Tampa Bay the last weekend of January 
2010.  Go to www.barbershop.org to register for this extraordinary event. 
 
Thanks, again, for your continuing leadership.  Let’s work together to make our Society grow again.  Good 
things are happening - spread the word!  Our grandchildren’s grandchildren will bless our name.  I guarantee it! 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Bill Biffle        
Society President 
bbiffle@barbershop.org 
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Far Western District 
Fall Barbershop Convention,  

Hyatt Regency Headquarters Hotel 
1209 L Street, Sacramento. CA  

October 8-10, 2009 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (Revised) 
 

TIME         EVENT                                                     LOCATION/ROOM 
     Thursday October 8 

7:30 pm-10:00 pm  Registration Opens   Regency Foyer 
2:00-5:00 pm, 7:00-10:00 pm FWD Board Meeting   Sequoia  Board Room 

  
     Friday October 9 

7:00 am-6:00 pm  Registration Opens   Regency Foyer 
8:00 am-5:00 pm  Convention Office   Sequoia Board Room 
8:00 am-12:00 midnight       AHSOW     Tahoe (2nd Floor) 
9:00 am-10:00 am   Past Presidents Meeting   Sequoia Board Room 
10:00 am-12:00 noon  FWD Board Meeting (if req’d)  Sequoia Board Room 
11:30 am-1:00 pm  HFLB     Mt. Mikes, 1319 Fulton 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm  HOF Luncheon    TBA 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm  Chorus Directors Luncheon  TBA 
12:00 pm-3:00 pm  Woodshed Quartet Registration  Carmel B (2nd FL) Hallway 
2:00 pm-4:00 pm  House of Delegates   Regency BC (Ballroom) 
1:00 pm-2:00 pm  Class – Group Singing   Carmel A (2nd FL) 
1:00 pm-2:00 pm  Class – Beginning Woodshedding  Carmel B (2nd Fl) 
1:00 pm-3:00 pm  Class – Ring Chords Like Never Before Santa Barbara (2nd Fl) 
2:00 pm-3:00 pm  Class – Tag Singing   Carmel A (2nd FL) 
2:00 pm-3:00 pm  Class – Beginning Dir. Workshop  Carmel B (2nd Fl) 
3:00 pm-4:00 pm  Class – Group Singing   Carmel A (2nd FL) 
3:00 pm-4:00 pm  Class – Woodshed Quartet Contest Carmel B (2nd FL) 
4:00 pm-9:00 pm  Quartet Warm-up  Carmel A, Trinity, Santa Barbara (2nd FL) 
5:00 pm    Judges Meeting    Auditorium 
6:00 pm-9:00 pm  Photography    Carmel B (2nd Fl) 
6:00 pm    Doors Open (Quartet  Semifinals)  Auditorium 
6:45 pm    Quartet Semifinals   Auditorium 
10:30 pm   Evaluations (Quartets Not Advancing) Auditorium 
10:30 pm-12:00 midnight  AFWDC Show    Regency BC (Ballroom) 

 
       Saturday October 10 

7:00 am-6:00 pm  Registration Opens                    Regency Foyer 
8:00 am- 5:00 pm  Convention Office   Sequoia Board Room 
8:00 am -12:00 am         AHSOW                        Tahoe (2nd Fl) 
8:00 am-2:00 pm  Chorus Warm-up  Carmel AB, Big Sur AB (2nd FL), Regency D (1st ) 
10:00 am-2:00 pm  Photographer    Regency EF(Ballroom) 
10:00 am   Doors Open (Chorus Contest)  Auditorium 

              10:45 am   FWD Chorus Contest   Auditorium 
1:30 pm     Chorus Evaluations     Auditorium 
6:00 pm     Doors Open (Quartet  Finals)  Auditorium 
6:45 pm    Quartet Finals    Auditorium 
9:00 pm    Show of Champions & Awards  Auditorium 
10:30 pm   Evaluations (Quartet Finalists)  TBA 
10:30 pm   Hospitality Rooms   Hyatt Regency 

 
        Sunday October 11 

8:00 am-12:00 noon  Convention Office   Sequoia Board Room 
8:00 am-9:00 am   Gospel Sing?????   TBA
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Far Western District 

Fall  House of Delegates Meeting 
Agenda 

 
Sacramento, California 

2 p.m. Friday, October 9, 2009  
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
               

1.   Call To Order     Bob Lally, President 
2. “The Star Spangled Banner”   Steve Sammonds  
3. “The Old Songs”     Bill Cale  
4. Invocation      Jim Turnmire 
5. Welcome      Bill Borah 
6. Introduction      President Lally  

· Past Presidents 
· Other Dignitaries 
· District Officers     

  7.   Roll Call      Dick Girvin, District Secretary 
 8.   District President’s remarks   President Lally  

9. Keynote Address     Lou Benedict 
10.  Memorial for departed brothers   Dick Girvin 
11.  Approval of previous minutes   President Lally  
12.  Receipt of HOD Reports    President Lally 
13.  Additional officer/Committee reports 
           a.   Marketing Matters    Dan Jordan 
           b.   CSLT Matters    Gordon Bergthold 
       
14.  Unfinished Business 

   a.  Riser Set-up Recommendations  Steve Sammonds  
    

15.  New Business 
a.  BOD Highlights    President Lally 
b.  Election/Installation of Officers  Lou Benedict 

                   c.  Future Convention Plans   Bob Cathaway 
   d.  Budget     Jim Sherman 
   e.  Awards     Deane Scoville 

 f.  Next Meeting time/Location  President Lally 
  
16.  “Keep the Whole World Singing”  Ted Sayle 
17.  Adjournment     President Lally 
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FWD HOUSE OF DELEGATES ROSTER 
October 8-1020, 2009          Sacramento, California 

Past Presidents (15)      Board Members (10) 
Sam Aramian 1968-69  Bob Lally, President 
Lynn Brittan 1970-71   Dick Girvin, Secretary 
John Currin 1974   Jim Sherman, Treasurer 
Don McAvoy 1983   Bernard Priceman, Executive Vice President 
Sam Barger 1984-85   Bill Rosica, DVP Div.1—Southwest Division 
Terry Aramian 1986-87  Gene Clements, Div. 2—Southeast Division 
Chuck Hunter 1988-89  Steve Sammonds, Div 3—Northwest Division 
Dick Girvin 1992-93   Jim Turnmire, Div.   4—Northeast Division 
Don Gubbins 1994-95   Ted Sale, Div. 5—Arizona. Division 
Bob House 1996-97   Bill Cale, Immediate Past President 
Carl Truman 1998-99    
Deane Scoville 2000-01  Distinguished Guests (Non-voting) 
John Krizek 2002-2003  Lou Benedict, SBM 
Peter Feeney, 2004-2005   
Bill Cale, 2006-2007    

Total Delegates: 107 
     FAR WESTERN DISTRICT CHAPTERS (84) 

Aloha Lompoc Santa Barbara 
Apple Valley Long Beach Santa Clarita 
Bakersfield Los Angeles Santa Cruz 
Bay Area  Marin Santa Fe Springs 
Brea Mesa Santa Maria 
Canada Del Oro Monterey Peninsula Santa Monica 
Carson City Napa Valley Santa Rosa 
Casa Grande Nevada-Placer Sedona 
Central Arizona Quartet North Valley Sierra Vista 
Central California Orange (Quartet) South Bay 
Chico Palo Alto – Mountain View St George 
Coachella Valley Palomar Pacific Stockton 
Conejo Valley Paradise Valley Sun Cities 
Crescent City Pasadena Sutter Creek 
Crescenta Valley Placerville Truckee-Tahoe 
Davis-Vacaville Prescott Tucson 
El Cajon Rancho Bernardo Ventura 
Eureka Redding Visalia 
Folsom Reno Walnut Creek 
Fremont-Hayward Rincon Beach Westminster 
Fresno Riverside White Mountains 
Fullerton Rohnert Park Whittier 
Greater Phoenix Sacramento Yosemite 
Hemet San Diego Yuma 
Inland Empire San Fernando Valley (Temecula, Licensed )* 
Irvine San Francisco * Non voting 
La Jolla San Francisco Bay Cities  
Laguna Hills San Clemente  
Las Vegas San Luis Obispo  
Las Vegas Metro San Mateo County Quorum:   32 (30%)    
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 Minutes of previous HOD, BOD and DMT meetings 
  

 1.  BOD Spring Meeting, Las Vegas, March 2009 
  
 2.  HOD Spring Meeting, Las Vegas, March 2009 
  
 3.  BOD Summer Meeting, Fullerton, June, 2009 
  
 4.  DMT Summer Meeting, Fullerton, June 2009 
  
 5.  Electronic Motions, August 2009
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FAR WESTERN DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
Thursday, March 19, 2009 

2:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Spring meeting of the Far Western District Board of Directors was called to order by President Bob Lally at 2 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 19, 2009 in the Athena Room of the Alexis Park Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 
Officers present  

President   Bob Lally 
Imm. Past President  Bill Cale    
Executive Vice President   Bernard Priceman                              
 DVP (Div. 1)   Bill Rosica 
 DVP (Div. 2)   Gene Clements 
DVP  (Div. 3)   Steve Sammonds 
DVP  (Div. 4)   Jim Turnmire 

 .    DVP  (Div. 5)    Gordon Bergthold.      
Treasurer   Jim Sherman 
Secretary    Dick Girvin 

 
Invited Committee Chairmen  present 
Awards     Deane Scoville 
Events     Bob Cathaway   

             Marketing    Kevin Smith 
 Music and Performance   Nick Papageorge 
  

Guests present  
 Ray Rhymer, Editor WESTUNES 

  Russ Young, Chair, C& J  
  Lynn Brittan, Chair, Ethics  
   Deane Scoville, Chair, Awards  

 Bill Faulkner, Placerville 
 Bob House, Past District President 
 Chuck Hunter, Past District President 
Joe Salz, Delegate 
Nick Papageorge,  Chair, Music and Perf. 
Sam Barger, Past District President 
Doug Maddox, FWD Production  Mgr. 

  Dwain Chambers (Intnl C&J and CA) 
  Rick Spenser, Nashville  

Sean Devine, Harmony Foundation 
Richard Lund, Fall Honoree 
Bob Cathaway, Chairman Events Committee 
Dick Whitten , Past DVP  
Keith Eckhardt Committee Chair 
John Krizek, Chair YIH Committee 
John Jones, delegate 
Bill Tieburg 
Dave Tautkus, Chairman Director Dev. Committee 
Jack Mauney, Phoenix representative

 
The “Old Songs” was lead by DVP Jim Turnmire and  Bill Cale offered the Invocation to start the regular session.   
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 President Lally included in his opening remarks some recommendations to the officers regarding their interface with their 
chapters, via visiting or by phone –and to improve the product of the district by singing in public as much as possible.  In 
addition he added the standing request that officer and committee reports should only provide updating of the reports 
previously published in the HOD Brochure.  
 
The following actions and resolutions were made in accordance with the attached agenda with the results as indicated. 
 
Motions 
Motion 1: To approve of the Consent Calendar with the addition made by Jim Turnmire (MSP) 
Motion 2:  To approve the Fall 2008 BOD Minutes as distributed (MSP). 
Motion 3:  To approve the change of names of the several divisions as follows:  

Division 1:   Southwest Division (DVP Bill Rosica) 
Division 2:   Southeast Division (DVP Gene Clements)   
Division 3:   Northwest Division (DVP Steve Sammonds)   
Division 4:   Northeast Division (DVP Jim Turnmire)  
Division 5:   Arizona Division (DVP Gordon Bergthold) 

And that each Division VP shall select a winner of the Division naming contest independently of the above chosen names. 
(MSP) 
Motion 4:  That Richard Lund be the convention honoree at the 2009 Fall Convention in Sacramento. (MSP) 
Motion 5: That the FWD registration guidelines by age be changed to match those of the Society for membership, that is, 
“Youth” designation be assigned to anyone 25 or under, replacing “Child/Student” for students age 23 or under. (MSP) 
Motion 6: That the registration fee for FWD contests/conventions for non-competing children age 12 and under be zero, 
when they are accompanied by someone with a paid registration.  (MSP) 
Motion 7: That the FWD BOD approves the “Far Western District Youth Activity Code of Conduct for Adults,” as 
presented. (MSP) 
 
A point-by-point review of the Fall Survey Report submitted by the Past Presidents resulted in vigorous discussion and 
implementation of suggestions provided with action items established   
 
Action Items: 
1.  President Lally to form AD HOC committee to review status of the Senior contest, High School and college contest 
status and report to the board at the June Meeting’ 
2.  President Lally to form an AD HOC committee to review the “one riser set fits all” concept with a report due at the 
June Board meeting. 
 
Officer and Chairman Reports are contained in the Spring Brochure and on file with the District Secretary. 
 
The opportunity was provided by President Lally for each officer and guest to provide their thoughts “for the good of the 
district.”  Many thoughtful inputs were noted.  One, calling for a continuation the current meeting as a planning session by 
EVP Priceman, was enthusiastically supported, with the subsequent meeting continuing for several hours after the official 
adjournment of the Spring BOD meeting.   
 
The next meeting for the BOD will be with the DMT  in Southern California at the Fullerton Marriott hotel on the 
weekend of June  12 and 13,  2009—and will adjourn to attend the “Go For The Gold” show. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 pm with “Keep the Whole World Singing.” Directed by EVP Bernard Priceman 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Dick Girvin, Secretary 
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FAR WESTERN DISTRICT 
SPRING HOUSE OF DELEGATES MEETING 

Alexis Park Hotel 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

1 p.m. Friday, March 20, 2009 
 

MINUTES 
 
President Bob Lally called the Spring Meeting of the FWD House of Delegates to order at 1 pm on  
March 20, 2009.    The following were present: 
  
 Board Members (10)       Past Presidents (12) 
 Bob Lally, President       Sam Aramian 1968-69 
 Bernard Priceman, EVP      Lynn Brittan 1970-71  
 Bill Cale Immediate Past President            Sam Barger, 1984-85 

Jim Sherman, Treasurer      Terry Aramian, 1986, 87  
Dick Girvin, Secretary      Chuck Hunter, 1988-89  
Bill Rosica DVP (Div. 1)      Dick Girvin, 1992-93  
Gene Clements, DVP (Div 2)       Bob House, 1996-97 
Steve Sammonds, DVP (Div. 3)     Carl Truman, 1998-99   
Jim Turnmire, DVP (Div. 4)      Deane Scoville, 2000-01 
Gordon Bergthold DVP h (Div. 5)     John Krizek, 2002-03 
          Peter Feeney 2004-2005  
         Bill Cale, 2006-07 

       
Distinguished Guests (Non Voting)  

  Bill Biffle, Society President 
     
       Chapters Present (31)        

Apple Valley 
Bay Area 
Carson City 
Casa Grande 
Central California 
Folsom 
Fullerton 
Greater Phoenix 
Hemet 
Las Vegas 
Las Vegas Metro 
Marin 
Mesa 
Orange (Quartet) 
Palo Alto- Mt View 
Palomar Pacific 

Pasadena 
Placerville 
Prescott 
Reno 
Riverside                             
Sacramento 
San Diego 
San Luis Obispo 
Santa Clarita 
Santa Fe Springs 
Santa Maria 
Santa Monica 
Sun Cities 
Tucson 
Whittier
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1.  Quorum. 
A quorum was present as determined and announced by Secretary Dick Girvin.  The agenda 

 (attached) was acted upon and the following actions were taken: 
 
2.  Motions  

Motion 1:  To approve the minutes of the previous meeting (MSP) 
Motion 2:  To receive the reports of the FWD Officers and Committee Chairmen  as presented in 

the Spring  Brochure (MSP) 
Motion 3: To accept the bid of Fresno for the 2011 Fall Convention (MSP)   

 
3.  Reports  

 Reports were made amplifying the submitted reports in the Delegate’s Brochure  by the  following: 
  a.   President Lally’s introductions and remarks 
  b.   Keynote Address: Bill Biffle, Society President 
   Nashville current status 

c.   Kevin Smith, Chair of the Marketing and PR Committees; marketing matters. 
  d.   Ray Kahler Chair of CSLT: Chapter Counselor Program, current status. 
  e    Bob Cathaway: Future Conventions 
 

4.  Awards  
· President’s Award:  Chapter of the Year 2008  Carson City, accepted by Jim Crowley,  for 

chapter growth, youth activities such as sending a youth chorus to Pasadena  and 
involvement in the community 

· Deane Scoville, Chair: Awards Committee  
   Bulletin Editor Awards 
    Bill Peck,  Placerville Chapter (First Place Print Bulletin) 
    Bruce Smith, Hemet Chapter, (First Place On-Line Bulletin) 
   Ventura Chapter’s now full, traveling trophy, returned with thanks  
   Orange (Quartet Chapter) new Traveling Bulletin trophy dedicated to Richard and  
  Dorothy Acton, accepted with appreciation as First Place Print Bulletin’s     
 traveling trophy for next 12 years. 

· Sean Devine, representing the Harmony Foundation, provided award certificates for nearly a 
dozen chapters for their charitable donations.  

  
The next meeting of the FWD House of Delegates will be in Sacramento, California at 2 pm on October 9, 2009 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:02 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Dick Girvin 
Secretary 
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June 13, 2009 

MINUTES 

The annual summer meeting was called to order by President Lally at 9:01 am   

Present were: 

  Bob Lally, President 
Bernard Priceman, EVP 
Bill Cale, Immediate Past President  
Jim   Sherman, Treasurer 
Dick Girvin Secretary 
DVP’s 
 Bill Rosica, DVP Southwest Division 
 Gene Clements, DVP Southeast Division 
 Steve Sammonds, DVP Northwest Division 
 Gordon Bergthold. DVP Arizona Division 

Absent: 
  Jim Turnmire, DVP Northeast Division 
 
Guests: 
 Clark Abrahamson Member Services Chairman 
 Lou Benedict, Society Paired Board member 

 Keith Eckhardt, Convention Activities and Webmaster 
 Peter Feeney, Past President, Past SBM 
 John Krizek, YIH Chairman 
 Nick Papageorge, Music and Performance Chairman  
 Dave Tautkus, CDD Chairman 
 Russ Young, DDC&J 
 
The meeting was conducted in accordance with the amended agenda (see below) and the following 
actions taken:      

1.  Motions: 
 The following motions were entertained and resolved as indicted: 

  Motion 1:   To approve the amended agenda (MSP) 
Motion 2:   To approve the minutes of the previous meeting (MSP) 
Motion 3:   To approve the proposed job description for District Committee Chairman for 
Financial Development.  (MSP) 
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Motion 4:   To approve SOP changes to Paragraph 1.2 as proposed; to be provided to Fall HOD 
Meeting for ratification (MSP) 
Motion 5:   To approve SOP changes to Paragraph 5.2 as proposed; to be provided to Fall HOD 
Meeting for ratification (MSP  
Motion 6: To approve SOP changes to Paragraph 4.1.8 as proposed; to be provided to Fall HOD 
Meeting for ratification (MSP 

 Motion 7:  To approves expenditure of $2000 out of the Youth Reserve to begin Internet for 
Youth  marketing. (MSP) 

2.  Action  Items.      
 The following action items were identified showing personnel assigned and due dates 

 1,  Butte County Chapter (defunct)  wind-down report from Jim Turnmire   
  (Secretary Dick Girvin; due as soon as practical. Report to be circulated to BOD,)  
 2.  Riser Set/Backrests Requirements and recommendations.  (DVP Steve    
 Sammonds; report due on or before September 1 to be included in proposed SOP   
 changes in the Fall Delegate’s Brochure)  
 3.  Webcast of 2009 Fall Convention. (President Lally to acquire costs and    
 implementation requirements. Report due in time to implement this Fall in   
 Sacramento if economically and technically practical.) 
 4.  Corporate Status (Suspended and/or Not in Compliance).  A final report of    
 chapters who are taking no action  or not responding to e-mail message traffic   
 regarding their corporate status will be provided to President Lally for relay to   
 Nashville for their action (Warning and/or suspension) (Secretary Dick Girvin;. 
   Report due 10 days after registered letters sent to the non-compliant chapters) 
 
3.  Reports 
Regular reports from the DVPs and DMT personnel were provided and are contained in the Summer 
Board Book published prior to the meeting covering current status.  In addition to the President’s report 
and the report of the SBM (Paired) the following were received:   

Division 1, Southwest    Bill Rosica 
Division 2, Southeast    Gene Clements 
Division 3, Northwest    Steve Sammonds 
Division 4, Northeast    Jim Turnmire 
Division 5, Arizona    Gordon Bergthold 

   Secretary’s Report    Dick Girvin 
   Treasurer’s Report     Jim Sherman 
    DMT Summary Report   Bernard Priceman, EVP 

    FWD Corporate Status   Dick Girvin 
Contest riser configuration changes  Russ Young 

 College and High School Contest changes Russ Young 
 Internet for Youth Marketing   John Krizek 
 

   4.  2010 Officer Slate      
Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Bill Cale announced the slate for 2010:  All incumbent officers 
with the exception of Gordon Bergthold, Bernard Priceman and Bill Cale are nominated to remain in 
their present positions. .  Bernard Priceman was nominated for FWD President, Russ Young was 
nominated for Executive Vice President, Ted Sayle was nominated for DVP Arizona Division to replace 
Gordon Bergthold who has resigned, and Bill Cale will be replaced by Bob Lally as Immediate Past 
President. 
,  
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5.  Draw for Fall Contests     
The order of appearance for the Fall Contests in Sacrament was established by random drawing by the 
Board members. The results of the draw will be announced after July 4, 2009  
 
6.  Budget Preparation 
The requirements for the budget for 2010 were reviewed and a proposed budget was established for 
presentation to the HOD in the Fall meeting in October. 

7.  Reassignments. 
The following changes were made in the Management and Committee Chairmen positions, effective 
immediately 
 a. Gordon Bergthold resigned as DVP Arizona Division;  
 Ted Sayle was nominated and subsequently elected (by electronic ballot) to fill the 
 balance of the term  
 b. Ray Kahler resigned as CSLT Chairman 
 c. Gordon Bergthold was appointed Chairman CSLT Committee 
 d.  Dan Jordan appointed as Chairman of Marketing and PR Committee 

�
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Dick Girvin 
FWD Secretary
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District Management Team Meeting 
Fullerton, California 

June 12, 2009 
7:00 PM 

 
    MINUTES 

 
The annual DMT meeting was called to order by EVP, Bernard Priceman at 7 pm.  The following members 
and participants were present:  

DMT Members present: 
 Bernard Priceman, EVP, DMT Coordinator 
 Bob Lally, President, DMT Chair 
  Russ Young, C&J  

 John Jones, Events Committee 
      Nick Papageorge, Music and Performance Committee 

Clark Abrahamson, Membership Chair 
Dave Tautkus, CDD 
Keith Eckhardt, Webmaster/Convention Activities 
John Krizek, YIH 
Dan Jordan, Chair Marketing and PR Committee 
  

DMT Members absent  
 Ray Kahler, CSLT 
 
FWD Board Members present 
 Bob Lally,   President 
 Bill Cale, Immediate Past President 
 Bernard Priceman, EVP  

Steve Sammonds, DVP Northwest Division 
Gordon Bergthold, DVP Arizona Division 
Gene Clements, DVP Southeast Division 
Bill Rosica, DVP Southwest Division 

 Jim Sherman, Treasurer  
Peter Feeney, SBM 

The amended agenda for the meeting (see below) was followed with the following items of note provided: 
 

(7:30 pm)  

CDD Dave Tautkus 

Dave Tautkus noted that he knows of three chapters asking for help with directors - Prescott, San Luis 
Obispo and San Fernando Valley.  He agreed that there may be more in need and would proactively 
ask every chapter if they needed help. 
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Tautkus is attempting to set up a joint CDWI with the Evergreen District. 
Discussion took place regarding setting up a formal director pool and the Directors Guild 
GOALS 

· To resurrect the Directors Guild 
· To set up a CDWI in each Division 
· To set up a director pool 

  

(8:00 pm) 

Contest and Judging, DRC&J Russ Young 

C&J report in progress.  Russ Young discusses issues concerning the registration of quartets and 
choruses for contests. 
Bob Lally suggested we permit contestants to request the number of risers they would want.  They may 
not get their request, however.  Further discussion ensued regarding the number of risers. 
The District will henceforth always have four steps for the risers.   
Discussion of the number of risers for Voices in Harmony followed. 
Russ:  Runners need to be flexible in the time that quartets are to be taken to the stage without regard to 
actual contest flow; communications are needed. 
Second, the district doesn’t have walkie- talkies, but Russ will have them purchased for 
Sacramento.(FWD Fall Convention). 
John Jones requested that the quartet and chorus entry forms be sent to Events as a matter of standard 
operating procedure. 
Russ reports that we are in pretty good shape with regard to judges in the FWD.  Russ reports the 
District’s reputation has improved among the other judges. and only one judge has requested he not be 
sent to the FWD.  Russ reports we should probably have a suite for the judges and each convention and 
he will work with Events. 
Goals:  
Work with Events to coordinate hosting of judges. 
Finish the competitor manual. 

(8:25 pm) 

CS LT:  Ray Kahler. not present 

Events: 
 Bob Cathaway furnished a report of convention activity, but Bob was not present.  John Jones was 
available to answer questions.  Questions about the 2010 Reno convention (Pioneer Theater) were posed 
and answered. 
Dan Jordan suggests we purchase the Aud Arena Guide  published by Billboard Magazine. It lists all 
available auditoriums and theaters. 
Jim Sherman suggests that we consider we not contract with a hotel and avoid surprises like we had in 
Burbank in 2005.�����������	���
	����	������
�������������
�
������ ������������������  
Keith reports we will start on line registrations in the Fall. 
Bernard suggests we need to consider the Webcast for our district conventions. 
Jim Sherman complained that we have too many tables at the HOD and wants it adjusted. 
Nick Papageorge wants to know if there will be a ballroom for the HOD in Sacramento and if there isn’t 
this will be problem for the AFWDC show. 

(8:50 pm) 

Marketing and PR,  Dan Jordan 
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By October, Dan Jordan reports he will have a promo package sample for the board: an enhanced CD and tri-
fold brochure, individuals will be asked to help.  A new “hot” website for the public. 

Request Larry Litchfield resend his critique of Westunes. 
Discussion of Westunes in general ensued. 
Bernard suggested we share more information with other districts. 
Dan summed up his report by encouraging us to continue to do what we do and not worry too much 
about the ups and downs of the business and economic cycle. 

(9:05 pm) 

Membership: Clark Abrahamson 

Clark praised Dan Jordan’s report.  He then recognized Keith Eckhart's role in the recruiting and 
retention of members. 
Clark intends to continue the workshop plan despite mixed results.  Financially it doesn’t make sense for 
Clark to facilitate each workshop.  But he is working on holding a workshop as a result of the 
Membership Summit held by Bill Biffle. 
Bob Lally spoke in detail about a membership workshop than trains an entire board. 
Chuck Green’s Compelling Chapter Meeting presentation will be discussed on Saturday.  Clark will 
hold one in the Sacramento area. 
Discussion of Easy Dues ensued. 
Bernard spoke about the various roles of others in recruitment (such as Directors, other members, etc.). 
Jim Sherman asked Clark to revise the report he sends out regularly. 

(9:40 pm) 

Music and Performance, Nick Papageorge 

Nick Papageorge reports that the Standing O program is working and the reimbursement for chorus 
coaching. 
Nick encouraged all chapter board members to attend Leadership Academy. 
Harmony College West deadline is July 3, 2009.  If we cancel by July 5 we lose $989.00.  After that 
date the financial exposure is much greater. 
Jim Sherman reported that the Fremont Hayward chapter is singing in District so they want their scores 
to improve at Division. 
Goals: 

Keep Standing O program growing. 
Keep Coaching Reimbursement growing. 
Speak regularly with Society Chairman of M&P. 
Visit chapters after school is out for the summer. 

(9:50 pm) 

YIH  John Krizek 

Youth Report: John Krizek has about one dozen camp videos still available.  Russ and Nick offered to 
create DVDs. 
John has hundreds of youth brochures and wants to distribute them. 
Youth Code of Conduct policy will have to be pushed this year and all camps will need to use them. 
John needs to know what requirements are being put in place by Headquarters to obtain insurance to 
protect Society members and workers. 
Festivals: John’s goal is to have boys learn to sing barbershop harmony.  Other festivals are fine but they 
are not barbershop festivals. 
John distributed a flyer for the Prescott October 3, 2009 “Real Men Sing” festival. 
John spoke about the need to cultivate college a cappella singers and introduce them to barbershop. 
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Dan Jordan mentioned that Dan Gooding (from Mainly A Cappella) now runs collegiate contests now 
and is a great source of information. 
John spoke in detail about producing viral videos that can be viewed on You Tube and Facebook.  John” 
goals include: 

Youth Marketing Plan 
Communications Vehicle with the Youth Outreach Team. 
Dan Jordan commented on the Society’s plan to put “Four on the Road”.  He reports there are 
other ways to achieve the same result at a much lower cost a la “Music Man” productions.  Dan’s 
“Perfect Gentlemen” do it right now.  

 

CDD Dave Tautkus 

Dave Tautkus noted that he knows of three chapters asking for help with directors - Prescott, San Luis 
Obispo and San Fernando Valley.  He agreed that there may be more in need and would proactively 
ask every chapter if they needed help. 
Tautkus is attempting to set up a joint CDWI with the Evergreen District. 
Discussion took place regarding setting up a formal director pool and the Directors Guild 
GOALS 

· To resurrect the Directors Guild 
· To set up a CDWI in each Division 
· To set up a director pool 

  
Other Issues: 

Future goals 
Interaction with Society counterparts 
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       FAR WESTERN DISTRICT 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Electronic Balloting 
August 27, 2009 

  
       MINUTES 

  
  
  
 Motion 1 That the FWD Board approves the proposal by Lions Mane Productions to 

produce and air a webcast of the FWD Fall Convention in Sacramento and 
charge subscribers $20.00 each, with the revenue to be added to the other 
Convention revenue for the purpose of calculating the host chapter's 
Remuneration (MSP) 

  
Motion 2   That the subscription fee be raised to $25 per person.  (MSP) 

  
  

Respectfully Submitted 
Dick Girvin, Secretary 
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Date:  October 9, 2009  
To:  Members of the House of Delegates of the Far Western District 
From:  Bob Lally, District President 
Subject: Fall Meeting 2009 
I’m sure it’s not news to you that our country’s economy has been through some tough times in the last year. I 
know that it must have affected each of you as much it has me. Well, our Society and our District are no 
different. We’ve experienced declining revenues as well as reduced attendance and participation in many 
District sponsored events. Fortunately, with some budget adjustments and judicious use of reserves the impact 
on our overall status has been minimized. As I’ m writing this (beginning of September) the news from the 
business community seems to be guardedly optimistic that the worst is behind us and that there is the start of a 
recovery visible. That’s something we can all be grateful for. 
 
The reason I start with this subject is to encourage you to be optimistic for the future and make your plans 
accordingly. Go ahead and schedule that chapter show you’ve been postponing… I think your audiences would 
welcome some entertaining diversion in their lives. Use your music and performance skills to help your 
community regain its balance. 
 
On the positive side, our District has had a very successful year in many ways. We continue to grow in our 
interaction with young people through our varied seminars, festivals and camps. Hundreds of young men and 
their music teachers are being introduced to our style of music in a positive way, and more chapters are joining 
in every year. Does your chapter have someone in charge of Youth activities in your community? If not, contact 
John Krizek for advice on how to get started. 
 
In addition to playing host last January for the Society’s Midwinter Convention, we also hosted them again at a 
great Convention in Anaheim in July. Many thanks go to the Masters of Harmony and all the hard working 
volunteers who made this such a happy experience for all. 
 
One other casualty of the economy was our Harmony College West which had to be cancelled at the last minute 
due to insufficient enrollment. However, due to a high interest in the quartet coaching area we managed to offer 
two Quartet Workshops, one in Northern California and one in the South that were well attended. All 
participating quartets gave very positive feedback to the experience. Hopefully next year HCW will be back on 
track and better than ever; watch for announcements. 
 
By the way, I think we’re all a little prone to making decisions at the last minute, but it would be extremely 
helpful to our District planning if decisions to attend training sessions, conventions, etc., could be made in a 
more timely manner. It makes it much easier to plan a better experience for you, and at the same time save you 
a few dollars by taking advantage of early bird rates. 
 
Finally, please take the time to read through all the reports in this brochure before the House of Delegates 
meeting. We will be making some decisions that affect all of us, so take a moment to discuss any pertinent 
issues with your chapter in order that your delegate may represent their positions accurately. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Sacramento and sharing in all of the fun that one of our gatherings can be! 
Together in Harmony!
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Bernard Priceman, Executive Vice President 
Subject: Fall 2009 Report  
Date:  October 9, 2009 
 
On June 12th I chaired the annual June meeting of the District Management Team in Fullerton.  Among the 
goals noted were the following – 
 

Chorus Director Development  
· To resurrect the Directors Guild. 
· To set up a CDWI in each Division. 
· To set up a Director Pool. 

Contest & Judging 
· To complete the competitor manual. 

Marketing & P.R. 
· To present a promotional package to the Board in October. 
· To redevelop the District’s “public” web site. 

Youth in Harmony 
· To prepare a Youth Marketing Plan. 

 
The following changes were made to the District Management Team: 

Chapter Support & Leadership Training – Gordon Bergthold replaced Ray Kahler as Chairman.
 Marketing & P.R. – Dan Jordan replaced Kevin Smith as Chairman. 

 
In addition to the above, I held an ad hoc meeting of DMT and Board members following the Spring Board 
meeting in Las Vegas, visited several chapters in the Los Angeles area in the past three months and hosted a 
conference call with key District members to plan for Harmony College West in 2010. 
 
My plans for the last few months of the year will include working even more closely with President Lally to 
help me successfully take over the District presidency in 2010, evaluating and appointing the 2010 District 
Management Team and bringing together a small team of forward thinking District members to help plan for 
the future. 
 
I have no recommendations for the District at this time. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bernard Priceman 
Executive Vice President 
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To:   FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Bill Cale IPP 
Date:   October, 2009 
  
 This is my last entry to the HOD Brochure as a member of the FWD BOD and I want to take the opportunity to 
thank all those men who served with me over the last six years. The FWD membership should be grateful for 
the caliber of men who have stepped forward to serve you. 
  
In parting, I want to ask you in the general membership to consider doing a few things: 
 1. Volunteer to take leadership positions in your chapters and on the district level. 
 2. Make sure someone represents your chapter at HOD meetings. 
 3. Attend Leadership Academy (COTS) 
 4. Go to the conventions and get your chapter to set up a hospitality room. 
 5. Sing better, you’ll enjoy more and so will your audiences. 
  
Remember, it’s your  District and your Society and it will be what you make it. 
  
Thanks for the memories. 
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To:                  FWD House of Delegates 
From:      Bill Rosica, Division Vice President, Div. 1 SoCal West  
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 The year is half over and many things have happened for the Far Western District.  First, and foremost, the 
International Convention and Contest in Anaheim is completed with the FWD being well represented in many 
areas.  Masters of Harmony sang away the trophy and handed it off to the Ambassadors of Harmony from St. 
Charles, Mo.  The Vagrants became the College Contest Champions.  The Ambassadors of Harmony, The 
Vocal Majority and The Masters of Harmony were featured on the Harmony Foundation show with all three 
choruses joining to sing the final three songs.  A week after the convention, Westminster went to Wales to 
compete in the Choir of the World Contest and came away with the first place trophy. 
 
We now head into fall with the convention and contest being here in Sacramento.  We’ll choose a new quartet 
champ as well as a chorus to represent us in Philadelphia next summer.  We have chosen new board members 
for our chapters.  With those elections comes the responsibility of being the best we can be in our particular 
office.  The best way to do that is to attend the Leadership Seminar to receive training or in some cases, get re-
trained.  These seminars introduce the newer officers to the world of organization and for the older members, 
there are always new ideas bantered about.  These seminars are compressed to one day so that the time spent 
away from home is minimal.  Now is the time to get your entire board to sign up and join your fellow officers 
from other chapters at one of these seminars. 
 
 Next on most chapters’ agendas are Christmas, Installation Banquets and Singing Valentines.  These activities 
are always fun but do take some organization on your part.  Christmas Shows are always well attended and for 
some begin the festive season. 
 
Installation Nights always bring a night of fellowship where we can bring our significant other to enjoy an 
evening of fun, awards and the installation of the new officers.  I always remember what Jeff Oxley said many 
years ago before the Banquet.  He looked at the chorus and said, “Show up, you might win something.”   
 
Singing Valentines are the best way to earn your chapter a few dollars and introduce Barbershop Harmony to 
the general public.  If you have never attempted this activity and need help, let me know and I’ll put you in 
touch with a chapter that has it “dialed in”. 
 
Before you know it, Divisionals and the Spring Convention in Reno will be on us.  Well-attended conventions 
will go along way to keeping the Far Western District financially healthy.  In addition:  I’d like to see more of 
the membership attending the House of Delegates meeting where decisions regarding our future are being made.  
Too many chapter nameplates are left on the tables with no representatives present.  Please send at least one 
“REP” to the HOD to get involved. 
 
Bill Rosica , Southwest Division VP 
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To:            FWD House of Delegates 
From:      Gene Clements, Division Vice President, Div. 2, Southeast Division 
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
  
             Report on activities since the June BOD  meeting                     
  
I've not had a great deal of activity during this reporting period, but highlights include: 
  
1. Secured up-to-date YIH Chairman info from my chapters at John Krizek's request. I asked Lane Aikins of 
Westminster to become its chapter's chairman. He accepted, much to John's pleasure. 
  
2. Making yet another urgent plea for chapters to submit their CHAPTER'S 990 IRS TAX RETURN AND 
YOUR FINANCIAL REVIEW that WERE DUE ON MAY 15TH. It turned out that almost all had done so. 
One chapter's wasn't recognized when submitted as the BHS had not included its EIN when setting up. This was 
resolved. 
  
3. Gave final assistance so that the Aloha Chapter would transfer from the Northeast Division to the Southwest 
Division. 
  
4. Based on the work done by Dick Girvin to ensure that all chapters in the FWD were properly incorporated in 
the state, I suggested that such info would be good fodder for the Secretary's class at Leadership Academy in 
SoCal. He agreed to do so. 
  
5. Dave Briner wrote a "COPYRIGHT PRIMER FOR BARBERSHOPPERS."  I sent it to my chapters with 
the request that they be sure that all of their printed music is legal. I CCed it to my fellow DVPs for their 
consideration. 
  
6. Again, thanks to Dick Girvin, I passed along to my chapters the info that they could file their financials  and 
incorporation status with the BHS on its EBIZ site. 
  
7. Getting good at passing info along, I did so with Lou Benedict's BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP for chapters' 
use to help retain members and to answer questions of new members. 
  
8. I gave Paul Sandorf. our Events Coordinator  the OK to seek a 2010 venue for the division contest in the 
Inland Empire area. He has one in Rancho Cucamonga that he'll pencil-in while we also explore the possibility 
of Primm, Nevada (at Peter Feeney's request). I've twice emailed chapters' leadership on this possibility and am 
just now getting replies.... too soon to call. 
  
9. The Temecula Chapter is having problems mostly with membership. They have not yet incorporated .. no 
money! I may meet with the President and the chapter at a business meeting this month to discuss and try to 
remedy some. 
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10. Met with the Irvine Chapter president to discuss a problem re: their music program. With the help of a 
member who became their new M&P VP, it was pretty much being resolved. We also discussed other matters, 
good and otherwise, relating to membership. 
  
11. The Fullerton Chapter once again held a chapters' visitation evening which I attended as DVP. Chapters 
represented were: Brea, Riverside, San Clemente, South Bay and, of course, Fullerton. A good time was had by 
all!   
  
12. Have just begun to promote SoCal's Leadership Academy to my division as well as next May's Division 
Contests and will for the District's October convention in Sacramento. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Gene Clements 
DVP Southeast (Div.2) 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Steve Sammonds, Division Vice President, Div. 3 Northwest Division 
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 
Gentlemen: 
 
What a difference a year makes! At this time last year I reported a critically serious loss of membership in the 
Northwest Division. I am pleased to report that the trend appears to have slowed for most and reversed for many chapters. 
At this time last year, 13 chapters experienced a year-over-year loss in membership. This year that number is down to five 
chapters. While an encouraging sign, any celebrating would certainly be premature since we still face a lot of challenges. 
 
Here are the updated numbers that I have been tracking since I took office in 2007. The year over year changes from Aug 
2008 to Aug 2009 are encouraging, but many chapters have not caught up to where they were nearly three years ago. 
Positive numbers are highlighted in bold.  
 
 Jan 

2007 
Aug 
2008 

Aug 
2009 

Current 

Aug 2009 
Past Due 

Aug 2009 
Suspended 

Change 
Since 

Jan 2007* 

Change 
Since 

Aug 2008* 
Bay Area 163 134 121 6 5 -36 (-22.1%) -7 (-4.6%) 
Crescent City 3 2 2 0 1 -1 (-33.3%) 0 (0.0%) 
Eureka 33 31 40 1 0 +8 (+24.2%) +10 (+31.3%) 
Fremont-Hayward 26 27 23 0 3 -3 (-11.5%) -4 (-13.3%) 
Marin 37 34 27 5 1 -5 (-13.5%) -2 (-5.3%) 
Monterey Peninsula 23 29 32 2 1 +11 (+47.8%) +5 (+15.2%) 
Napa Valley 31 23 20 3 0 -8 (-25.8%) 0 (0.0%) 
Palo Alto-Mountain View 50 57 57 4 2 +11 (+22.0%) +4 (+6.8%) 
Rohnert Park 15 13 10 4 1 -1 (-6.7%) +1 (+6.7%) 
San Francisco 29 28 24 0 1 -5 (-17.2%) -4 (-13.3%) 
SF Bay Cities 14 12 13 0 0 -1 (-14.0%) +1 (+7.7%) 
San Mateo County 36 32 28 1 2 -7 (-19.4%) -3 (-8.8%) 
Santa Cruz 28 20 23 3 1 -2 (-7.1%) +6 (+28.6%) 
Santa Rosa 28 26 28 2 1 +2 (+7.1%) +4 (+16.0%) 
Walnut Creek 43 37 37 0 0 -6 (-14.0) 0 (0.0%)  
*Based on Aug 2009 including current and past due members in accordance with previous Society membership calculations. 
 
At the end of last year I attempted to get a quarterly report from each chapter giving a quick summary of their 
membership status including losses/gains, follow-up calls to past due and suspended members, and any membership 
programs completed or planned. Only one chapter responded and I quickly abandoned the effort. I still would love to hear 
from every chapter on their membership successes and their challenges. We are all in this together – share your successes 
and reach out to your brothers if you are still struggling with membership. 
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For the sake of everyone, I will repeat here what I wrote in my report to the board in June. We have a membership 
retention problem. This was borne out in data we received from Society headquarters. The numbers above clearly show 
we are doing a lot of good things in recruitment. But how long are the new members staying? And are long-time members 
of your chapter letting their membership lapse? 
 
While there is no single solution to declining membership, a new program is available to help spark both recruitment and 
retention: Compelling Attractive Chapter Meetings (CACM). I am sure you will hear a lot about this during the 
convention weekend so I will not go into details, but please do make plans to attend the Leadership Academy/CACM in 
Stockton on November 14. Every chapter should make a strong effort to attend this year.  
 
As expected, participation by the Northwest Division chapters was lighter at the 2009 Northeast/Northwest combined 
division convention in Fresno than the previous combined convention in Stockton. This year we had five choruses 
(including VIH for evaluation only) and seven quartets compared to eight choruses (including Santa Cruz mike testing) 
and eleven quartets in 2008. Economy aside, this reinforces the need for any further combined Northern Division 
conventions be held in a few select central cities. 
 
In 2010, the Northwest Division will have its own convention on April 10 at the Bayside Performing Arts Center in 
San Mateo. The Palo Alto-Mountain View Chapter will host and held its first planning meeting on September 2, so plans 
are well under way for another great division gathering. Mark your calendars now and encourage ALL of your members 
to attend whether or not they are in a competing group. Remember when we had ELEVEN choruses participating at 
division? Looking at the roster of division chapters, I cannot see why we could not have that many at the next convention. 
 
Due to division convention scheduling the past two years that conflicted with a major fund-raising event of a NW 
Division chapter that wishes to compete, I continue to push for any future combined conventions with the Northeast 
division to avoid the third weekend in May if at all possible. 
 
Congratulations to all of our champions so far this year in the Northwest: Don’t Tell Mom (quartet), Motley Q (senior 
quartet), The Peninsulaires (chorus), and Voices in Harmony (top ten International chorus). 
 
Youth Outreach is big around much of the district but I still hear of very little happening in the Northwest Division 
outside of Santa Cruz. If other chapters have programs either running or in the planning stages, please do not keep it a 
secret. If you are not sure where to start, let’s talk. There are plenty of resources and success stories within the district to 
draw from. 
 
As 2009 draws to a close, every chapter should be planning for success in 2010 (however your chapter defines “success”). 
Please keep me in the loop as your plans solidify and let me know if I can assist in any way or plan a visit to one of your 
chapter or board meetings. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Sammonds 
District Vice President, Northwest Division 
Vice President, Div. 3 
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To:           FWD House of Delegates 
From:       Jim Turnmire, Division Vice President Div. 4 Northeast Division 
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 
 
Good news!  There are 10 chapters in our Northeast Division that have reported taking in new members the first 
8 months of the year.  The champion is the Redding Chapter.  They have 7 new members.  Followed by Fresno 
(3), North Valley (3), Carson City, Davis-Vacaville, Placerville and Stockton with 2 each.  Sacramento, Folsom, 
and Nevada-Placer each with 1 new member. Congratulations to these 10 chapters. 
 
The Fresno Chapter hosted the combined Northeast and Northwest conventions in May.  The NE division 
qualified 4 choruses for the District competition:  They are Central California, Sacramento, Reno, and the 
division champion, Fresno.  The Fresno chorus had a brand new director, Adam Kitt, who had been directing 
them for just 2 months.  This was his first directing experience at a competition.  Congratulations to Adam and 
the Fresno Gold Note Chorus.  There were 2 quartets that qualified;  Tahoe Blue (Reno), and Uproar! (Fresno).  
Unfortunately, only Tahoe Blue will be competing since Uproar! Has found it necessary to withdraw. 
 
We are sorry to report that we’re losing the Yosemite Chapter. After a valiant effort and some years of struggle, 
they are finding it necessary to dissolve and relinquish their charter. Their director, Jim Bryant, is currently 
active with the Fresno Chapter. 
 
The Fresno Chapter was awarded the Fall District convention to be held in Fresno in October of 2011.  Just 
SOME of the advantages of attending this convention is that it is easily drivable for most of our District.  The 
hotel rates are much lower than they have been at other District conventions, and hotel parking is FREE.  Great 
facilities, and what more could you ask for??? 
�
 �
 �
.. 
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To:        FWD House of Delegates 
From:         Ted Sayle, Division Vice President Div. 5 Arizona Division�
Subject:    Fall Report  
Date:        October 9, 2009  
   
I wish to thank the FWD BOD for allowing me to serve as Div. 5 VP.  It is an honor, and I promise to take the job 
seriously and do my best. 
  
During this, my first month on the job, much of the time has been spent figuring out priorities.  Predecessor (Gordon 
Bergthold) is a joy to learn from and stands ready to help as my mentor. 
  
My main focus currently is working with Chuck Hunter and the Mesa, AZ chapter to ensure a successful Leadership 
Academy on Nov. 7st.  At this time all instructor slots have been filled, and all Arizona chapters have been polled for 
guestimate attendance numbers.  Predictably, the response is a little slow.  The school facility is confirmed, and the hotel 
for instructors and out of town students is reserved, at a rate $10 less than last year.  We also are deciding to drop the 
instructor’s dinner on the night before classes, in favor of a hospitality room stocked with food, as a cost saving measure. 
  
The annual “Arizona Bash” is completed amidst last minute obstacles, such as the host hotel closing down catering 
services at the last minute (read no food or beverage available) and registration chairman (Frank Fliszar) going into 
hospital at a critical juncture.  However, Bash chairman (Bill Kane) scrambled and covered all facets successfully.  Final 
financial report will not be available for a few weeks, but appears to be on target. 
  
The Phoenix chapter is experiencing a change in director status.  Current director (Russ Young) has requested and 
received a leave of absence till January 1, 2010.  Jeff Dolan has been appointed interim director by the board, and Cary 
Burns has been appointed interim assistant director.  How this will resolve on January 1, 2010 is unclear at this time.  The 
board will eventually decide the appropriate action, however new board members in 2010 are yet to be elected, so the 
ultimate decisions will have to wait a while. 
  
I met with John Krizek to learn the status and needs for the Prescott, AZ “Real Men Sing” singing festival in early 
October.  John is well on his way and will report on this via his YMIH role. 
  
A replacement for Bill Kane as the Division Events Chairman is near, and might be announced between now and FWD 
convention.  Certainly, Bill has done an outstanding job and deserves many kudos.  
  
I have only visited one chapter outside my own to date.  It was Prescott. Like most chapters, they are in need of more 
numbers and younger singers. Directing was Sam Stimple, who is patient and competent as their teacher. The men seem 
happy.  By the end of the first quarter of 2010, my plan is to visit each and every chapter in our District personally,  Given 
the Christmas shows and annual shows, this will be a challenge, but one that needs to be done. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Theodore (Ted) Sayle 
Division 5 VP
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To:            FWD House of Delegates 
From:           Dick Girvin, District Secretary �
Subject:       Secretary’s Report  
Date:         October 9, 2009  
  
A.    The Delegate’s Brochure.    This document is now being carried on the website and is mailed only to 
those requesting it.   (Last Fall only two members requested a copy by mail and two more asked for copies at 
the HOD meeting.).     This method provides not only for rapid dissemination but also reduces costs to the 
district and permits those resources previous applied to printing and mailing (approximately $2000) to be used 
to support items in the approved budget.  �
 �
Delegates and members of the FWD should review the document either on-line or print it for reference.    It 
contains individual reports of the officers and chairmen of the respective committees and as such is the 
heartbeat of the district.    Individuals who are computer-challenged may request a hard copy of the brochure.   
The request for this assistance should be made to the District Secretary no later than 10 days prior to the current 
HOD meeting.   �
 �
The Delegate’s Brochure is one of the main repositories of history for the district.    These documents, which 
identify issues, resolutions and activities of the period, are thus retained and become part of the chronicle of the 
Far Western District.  �
 �
B. 2009 Directory is available to all members of FWD on the FWD website www.  spebsqsafwd.  org).   The 
basic information on individual chapters (officers, location, meeting dates, etc) is continuously available in far 
greater detail on the website and is current at the time it is downloaded.    �
 �
On the FWD website, state-of-the-art “search engines” are available to quickly locate individuals, offices, 
committeemen and functions as needed throughout the year.    Computer challenged members may request 
information on a case-by-case basis by contacting the District Secretary by telephone, e-mail or s-mail.   These 
effective communications methods assure the district of current, accurate, and timely data at a fraction of the 
previous cost of hard copy.  �
 �
C.  FWD SOP.  The changes, which were approved by the Summer BOD meeting for review and approval by 
the HOD, are:  (New material in red; removed material lined out) 

  
1.    All divisions’ names are changed throughout the documents to reflect the newly approved division names: 

  
 Div. 1 SOUTHWEST DIVISION:     (SoCal West)/Hawaii) 

  Div. 2 SOUTHEAST DIVISION  (SoCal East/So Nevada/So Utah) 
  Div. 3  NORTHWEST DIVISION:  (NorCal West) 
  Div. 4 NORTHEAST DIVISION  (NorCal East/No Nevada) 
  Div. 5.  ARIZONA DIVISION     (Arizona) 
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       2.  1.2 Other Governing Documents    (modified to include additional  documents)�
Other documents relating to the conduct of district affairs, such as the Standard District Bylaws, 
Society Contest and Judging Rules, Society Operations Manual, WESTUNES Operations Manual and the FWD 
Convention Regulations are included by reference as a part of this Statement of Policy.  In addition, such documents 
that are approved by the BOD and/or HOD are included by reference to this Statement of Policy.  These documents 
include: 

·         FWD Directory. 
·         Score Based Plateau List (AAAA, AAA, AA, A) 
·         District Youth Outreach Manual 
·         FWD Youth Medical/Parental Release Form 
·         Far Western District Youth Activity Code of Conduct for Adults,” 

These documents are available either through the district website and/or the District Secretary’s files.  
  
3.   Figure 2.0 Far Western District  Organization Chart (Modified to reflect new division names  
 and allocations.) 

  
4.  4.1.11 Society Board Member (when applicable)  (Paragraph removed ; no longer applicable) 
  
5.  4.3.2.9 Financial Development Committee  (Job Description added) 
  

The duties of the Chairman of the Financial Development Committee are: 
·          Maintain a program for identifying notable charitable activities by individual chapters toward schools, 

charities or other non-profit organizations and publicly acknowledging those chapters in a suitable 
fashion. 

  
·          Prepare a comprehensive financial development plan for the district with annual updates for board 

approval and endorsement.  
The plan shall include recognition of sources including chapters, events and identify suggested 
recipients including Harmony Foundation, local not-for profit community services and/or charities. 
  

·          Lead the annual district goal-setting process to determine challenging yet appropriate goals 

·          Insure that the best available volunteers accept the functional chapter and/or divisional  chairmen 
positions 

·          Include potential volunteers in ways that help identify skills and fit for future needs 

·          Participate in the district  annual fund-raising program planning process 

·          Implement the district goals of the District Financial Development plan  through chapter and/or 
divisional representatives, and provide the necessary information to the district recognition program 
identifying chapter donations to Harmony Foundation, local community service, and any other eligible 
not for profit organization. 

·          Provide district key-item information monthly directly to the District President and others as he 
suggests. 

·          Participate monthly with the President of the Harmony Foundation to formally review the key-item 
report generated from data supplied by both parties at the end of each month.  Make that report 
available as directed by the District President.  

·          Report to the district president, and  serve on the work planning and budgeting team. 

f. ·      Attend all district board and house of delegate meetings when specifically invited by the District 
President.  

·           The Chairman directly communicates with: District through the President, FWD BOD, 
committee chairmen, Chapter Counselors, Harmony Foundation President and chapter 
and/or divisional financial development representatives.   
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6.   5.2 HOD Reports/Agenda  (modified as shown) 

.The District Secretary shall deliver  provide by electronic or other means,  a Delegates’Brochure 
containing  a copy of the agenda, the reports of the district officers and committee chairmen 
(including the Nominating Committee report), a schedule of convention events and meetings 
(provided by the District President), and any other material pertinent to the HOD meeting, to the 
chapter presidents and members of the HOD no later than 30 day prior to the HOD meeting.   (see 
Art. III, Sect. 3.1 above). 
  
The District Secretary shall also deliver copies of the schedule of events to the editor of 
WESTUNES for publication at least 30 days prior to the convention. The Secretary shall deliver a 
copy of the slate of candidates, as provided by the Nominating Committee, to the District 
President and to WESTUNES for publication in the issue and include it in the Delegates’ 
Brochure that will be received by the membership HOD Delegates prior to elections in October.   
  

7. 8.3.1.6 Divisional Chorus Contests (See report from DVP Steve Sammonds on page 40  for discussion) 
Division Chorus Contests shall be held in each division (or combined divisions venue) at least 
sixty days prior to the District Chorus Contest. The chorus of any chapter located in a particular 
division may compete in the contest for that division. All members of competing choruses must 
be Society members and fulfill the eligibility requirements of the Society’s C&J requirements 
and hold a valid registration for the convention/contest that they are entered. (See Section 
8.3.2.2.3) 
a. Choruses must compete in their own divisional contests,. Competing in other divisional 
contests is not permitted. 
b. This contest will be conducted in a single round of competition. Choruses shall compete to 
qualify for entry into the next District Chorus Contest in accordance with the requirements 
identified in Art. 8.3.2.2.3 below 
c. Choruses may perform for evaluation at any division contest. They will be scored by the 
judging panel and may participate in the judge’s evaluation process, but their score will not 
appear in the scoring summary nor will it count for district qualification. Choruses performing 
for evaluation in their own division are guaranteed a contest slot. Choruses may perform for 
evaluation in divisions other than their own on a space available basis. If at the time of the draw 
there are too many choruses for the session, out of division choruses performing for evaluation 
will be dropped from the contest starting with the last entry until the session competitor limit is 
reached. A chorus may perform for evaluation in other division contests and also sing for district 
qualifying score in their home division. 
d. No more than two riser configurations will be used at any contest according to the following 
guidelines:  

(1) Every contest will have a five-riser, four-step configuration. 
(2) If necessary, a second riser configuration will be available designed to accommodate the 

largest chorus and will be used for all choruses indicating they want more than five risers. 
(3) Lighting and sound will be set for both riser configurations so as to not give an advantage 

to either, subject to the technical specifications of the venue. 
(4) If two riser configurations are used, the choruses Shall be grouped so as to require only 

one configuration  change. The order in which the small and large configurations appear 
will be established by the position the host chorus selects, if applicable [see 8.3(d)]. If the 
host chorus does not indicate a preference, then the five-riser configuration will appear 
first in even years and the large chorus configuration will appear first in odd years. 
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8.  8.3.2.2.3. Fall Chorus Contest Policy (Excerpted) (See report from DVP Steve Sammonds, on page 40   for 
   discussion) 

The FWD policies for the District Chorus Contest are: 
• The winner of this contest shall hold the title of FWD District Chorus Champion until a 
successor has been selected. 
• The FWD Chorus which wins the Society Championship may not compete again in the Fall 
District Chorus Contest until the third year following the year in which it won the FWD Chorus 
Championship. 
• The annual contest cycle begins with the first contest in any given calendar year that is part of 
the process of selecting the district’s 
representative to the international chorus contest. 
• Drawing for the order of singing appearance will be done by the FWD BOD at its summer 
meeting. The drawing is final and the only changes that can be made are by the Contest 
Administrator on the day of the contest due to circumstances beyond the control of the 
contestant. . The chorus of the host chapter or chapter for hire may opt for singing first, last or be 
included in the draw. Their desires must be provided to the DRCJ prior to the FWD Summer Board Meeting. 
• No more than two riser configurations will be used at any contest according to the following 
guidelines:  
(1) Every contest will have a five-riser, four-step configuration. 
(2) If necessary, a second riser configuration will be available designed to accommodate the 

largest chorus and will be used for all choruses indicating they want more than five risers. 
(3) Lighting and sound will be set for both riser configurations so as to not give an advantage to 

either, subject to the technical specifications of the venue. 
(4) If two riser configurations are used, the choruses Shall be grouped so as to require only one 

configuration  change. The order in which the small and large configurations appear will be 
established by the position the host chorus selects, if applicable [see preceding bullet]. If the 
host chorus does not indicate a preference, then the five-riser configuration will appear first 
in odd years and the large chorus configuration will appear first in even years. 
• The “mike-testing” chorus for the Fall District Chorus Contest will be the All Star 
Barbershopper Chorus, which consists of Barbershoppers in attendance at the Convention 
who are not otherwise competing in the chorus competition. It will be directed by a person 
selected by the FWD Board. 

 
9. 10.2.1 Budget Preparation  (Added words to 10.2.1 as shown) 

This preliminary budget proposal shall be discussed and amended as necessary at the Summer 
FWD BOD meeting. A summary of the proposed budget will be sent to each chapter president 
via electronic means with notification that final adoption of the budget will be made by the HOD 
at the Fall Convention meeting. 
 

 10.  11.2.5 Drawing for Position and Notification  ( S ee Report from DVP Steve Sammonds on page 40   for  
  discussion) 

The draw for Deadlines for the drawing of the order-of-appearance of FWD contests is are 
described below: 
a. Division Chorus and Quartet Contests: The drawing is made by the host 14 days prior to the 
event; contestants to be notified approximately 10 days prior to the event. A single riser-set will 
be selected (either 5,7, 9 or 11 risers) designed to accommodate the largest chorus and will be 
used for the entire division chorus contest. b. Fall District Chorus and Quartet Contests: The 
drawing is made by the FWD BOD at the Summer BOD meeting. A single riser-set will be 
selected(either 5, 7, 9 or 11 risers) designed to accommodate the largest chorus and will be used 
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for the entire district chorus contest. Contestants will be notified of their order of appearance and 
the riser set to be used as soon as possible following the Society Summer International 
Convention/Contest. 
 
  

11    11.2.6   District Nominations.(Replaced para b) 
The time-line and sequence of the necessary actions prior to the conduct of the district elections 
by the HOD are as follows: 
a. Appointment of Nominating Committee: Prior to January 1st. 
b. March 1. Regarding the Society Board Member, if to be elected, (See Art IV, Sec 4.1.11). The 
district nominating committee shall submit its candidates to the Chairman of the Society 
Nominating Committee by at lest march 1 of the year in which an SBM is to be elected from the 
Paired districts (FWD and EVG). 
 �
b. March 1.  Regarding the Society Board Member at large, if to be elected, the district 
nominating committee shall submit candidate recommendations to the Chairman of the Society 
Nominating Committee by at least March 1 annually in accordance with Society Nominating 
Committee requirements.. 
  

  
12.  14.9 Convention Dedication (Modified as shown) 

It is the practice of the Far Western District to dedicate conventions to outstanding persons of the 
district.  These dedications are determined by the Awards Committee and approved by the district 
board in advance of the convention/contest.  Posthumous dedications are sometimes scheduled. 
  

Where possible the person honored by FWD is provided registration and room accommodations at the 
headquarters hotel as a convention expense. A suitable plaque is presented at the Saturday Night Show of 
Champions Friday night quartet contest or at a mutually acceptable time during the convention weekend.  
  

D,  Memorial.   Below listed are the Brothers that have passed away since our last Fall meeting: 
(Delegates: please review the below list and advise if anyone has been missed)  
  

Robert Angel Sun Cities 
John Baker Apple Valley 
Robert Barnes Crescenta Valley 
Art Bush Walnut Creek 
William Cockrell Frank Thorne  
George Davis Frank Thorne , South Bay 
Richard Davis Palomar Pacific 
Herman Desautels Los Angeles 
Mike Dorman El Cajon   
Lewis Farr Sun Cities 
Don Feely Hemet 
John Ford Frank Thorne 
Jerry Fuca Whittier   
Robert Gandy San Luis Obispo   
Barry Graham Sedona   
Chuck Governale Orange, and Santa Fe Springs 
William Hartzell White Mountains 
Jack Hyde Sun Cities 
Thomas Howe San Fernando Valley, Apple Valley, Conejo Valley 
Bill Johnson Greater Phoenix 
Charles Killen Ventura   
Tom Keehan Palomar Pacific 
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Robert King  Whittier   
Stan Locke Crescenta Valley 
Robert Larson Yuma   
Robert Lindstrom  Las Vegas Metro 
Charles Lyman Sedona, Dallas Metro 
Howard Mesecher Hemet   
Jim McKee Frank Thorne 
Dr. Bill Moore Aloha   
Gordon Mullins Mesa   
Jim Ohlin Greater Phoenix 
Alfred Olsen Stockton   
Bob Palerrno Conejo Valley 
J. Allen Pierce Sun Cities 
James Pond Sun Cities 
William Rockafellow Sun Cities 
Joe Sisson Sacramento 
Alan Stoddard Palo Alto-Mountain View, San Francisco Bay Cities 
George Slone White Mountains 
James Stackhouse Aloha   
Scott Sievert Greater Phoenix 
Bert Van Bebber White Mountains 
Chuck Wurr El Cajon   
Hal Waggoner Apple Valley 
Leon Williamson Fullerton   
Phil Winston Greater Phoenix 

  
Respectfully submitted�
 �
Dick Girvin�
FWD Secretary�
dickgirvin@juno.  com�
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(Report from DVP Steve Sammonds, Re SOP) 
 

 
 
To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Steve Sammonds, Division Vice President, Div. 3 Northwest Division 
Subject:         Re: Proposed SOP Change  
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 
At the Fall 2007 House of Delegates meeting, the body voted to change the district SOP to use only one riser 
configuration at each chorus contest. The change was made to reflect the updated policy for the international 
chorus contest, eliminate delays in the contests caused by reconfiguring the risers, and eliminate any real or 
perceived differences in sound and lighting for the different configurations. 
 
Following the 2008 district chorus contest, it became apparent from several comments from smaller competing 
choruses that the policy needed to be reviewed. When the district board discussed it fully, we recognized that a 
significant majority of today’s choruses do not require more than five risers. Those of us who sing in smaller 
choruses confirmed that there is a psychological effect when the group feels dwarfed on stage due to both the 
number of extra risers and the setback from the auditorium seats. 
 
Upon careful consideration, the board decided to recommend a change to the SOP to accommodate the bulk of 
our competing choruses. While we all hope to see a reverse in membership trends, we strongly believe that we 
need to support all of our choruses and their members by providing them a comfortable contest environment. 
This change limits the number of riser configurations to two: a requisite 5-riser configuration and a “large 
chorus” configuration determined by the requirements of the largest chorus appearing. 
 
Another provision was added to clarify an issue that arose at a division contest this past spring. Going forward, 
all chorus contests will have four riser steps. 
 
This change does create a few challenges. First, the lighting and sound set-up will be more complex (with 
possible added expense) to ensure that both riser configurations are equitably covered. Second, the riser 
configuration change will require one break to change the risers although the time required should be relatively 
short. Finally, having two riser configurations will again cause us to split the draw for the order of appearance 
into two groups. To keep things as equitable as possible, the SOP change alternates the order of the 
configurations each year but still allows the host chapter’s chorus to elect whether to appear first, last, or part of 
the draw. If they elect to go first or last, then the riser configuration they choose will dictate the order of the 
configurations for that contest. 
 
This SOP change creates a reasonable compromise between our former contest structure with multiple riser 
configurations and the current structure requiring all choruses to use the same configuration. 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the FWD Board of Directors, 
Steve Sammonds  District Vice President, Northwest Division 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Jim Sherman, District Treasurer�
Subject: FWD Financial Statements   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
    
The below reports are herewith provided on the following pages. 
  
  

 1. Balance  sheet     
  
 2. P&L      
  
 3.  2010 Budget  
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 �

·         Balance Sheet 
  
Far Western District Association of Chapters of SPE BSQSA, Inc. 
      Balance Sheet   
      8/31/2009    
            
      ASSETS     
            
            
Cash-Bank of America-Checking   $10,694.52   
Cash-Bank of America- Savings   $55,943.50   
Cash-Bank of America- CD   $51,271.15   
Prepaid Expense -      $5,975.60   
Returned Checks     $0.00   
            
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS     $123,884.77 
            
            
            
            
TOTAL ASSETS       $123,884.77 
            
            
      LIABILITIES & RETAINED EARNINGS
            
            
International Quartet Travel Reserve   $1,062.48   
International Chorus Travel Reserve   $1,336.50   
Youth Ed. Reserve     $11,576.05   
Nor Cal Youth Camp Reserve   $12,445.12   
Harmony Foundation Donor Choice   $6,694.54   
Harmony College West Reserve 2005 $7,777.50   
Harmony College West Reserve 2009 Reg $0.00   
C&J Category School Reserve   $1,500.00   
            
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES     $42,392.19 
            
            
            
Retained Earnings     $88,987.36   
Current Retained Earnings   ($7,494.78)  
            
TOTAL RETAINED EARNINGS     $81,492.58 
            
            
TOTAL LIABILITIES & RETAINED EARNINGS   $123,884.77 
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�
·         P&L 

       FWD ASSOC. of CHAPTERS       
       Statement of Receipts and Disbursements     
       Actual to Budget as of 8/31/09       
                   
       ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET  VARIANCE   
 REVENUE RECEIVED   AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT      
 Dues and Assessments     $38,032  $59,813 -$21,781  
 International Prelims Las Vegas   -$9,400        
 Fall District Convention Sacramento   $816  $25,000 -$24,184  
 Divisional Contests AZ $1,955  $3,000      
     SOUTHWEST $1,018  $3,000      
     SOUTHEAST $0  $0      
     NORTHWEST $0  $0      
     NORTHEAST $2,294 $5,266 $3,500 $9,500 -$4,234  
 Westunes Ads & Subs     $685  $1,100 -$415  
 Interest-Savings     $587  $350 $237  
 Other Revenue     $375        
   Web Hosting    $0  $0 $0  
 TOTAL REVENUE RECEIVED   $36,362  $95,763 -$59,401  
                   
 EXPENSES                 
 President Incl Audit, Hall of Fame, Nomination $0  $2,500      
   Awards   $995  $1,800      
   Travel-International Conventions $1,636 $2,631 $2,000 $6,300 -$3,669  
 Immediate Past President     $0  $0 $0  
 Society Board Member(SBM)   $74  $1,200 -$1,126  
 Executive Vice President     $0  $2,500 -$2,500  
 Divisional Vice President Arizona $257  $1,500      
     SOUTHWEST $7  $1,000      
     SOUTHEAST $17  $1,000      
     NORTHWEST $8  $1,000      
     NORTHEAST $8 $295 $1,500 $6,000 -$5,705  
 Secretary     $955  $1,500      
   Insurance   $0 $955 $800 $2,300 -$1,345  
 Treasurer       $76  $200 -$124  
 Officers Meeting Expenses     $8,630  $14,000 -$5,370  
 Committees Chapter Support  $0  $6,900      
     Leadership Academy -$17 -$17 $5,000 $11,900 -$11,917  
   Chorus Director   $160  $3,100 -$2,940  
   C & J     $2,893  $7,000 -$4,107  
   Events     $1,333  $2,500 -$1,167  
   Marketing &PR $36  $2,400      
     Web Public & FWD $545  $4,000      
     Westunes $10,116 $10,697 $11,000 $17,400 -$6,703  
   Convention Activities Chairman   $900  $1,500 -$600  
   Member Services   $510  $2,500 -$1,990  
   Music & Performance $1,785  $4,500      
     Harmony College West $2,462 $4,248 $5,000 $9,500 -$5,252  
   YMIH     $1,931  $2,500 -$569  
 Quartet Travel Fund     $2,112  $3,110 -$998  
 Chorus Travel Fund     $4,874  $7,178 -$2,305  
 Leadership Forum     $0  $2,600 -$2,600  
 Miscellaneous     $1,557  $2,000 -$443  
 TOTAL EXPENSES     $43,857  $105,288 -$61,431  
 NET RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS   -$7,495  -$9,525 $2,030  
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To:  Far Western District House of Delegates 
From:  Deane Scoville, Chairman FWD Awards Committee 
Subject: Fall 2009 Awards Report 
Date:  March 2009  
  
We all are aware that recognition is one of the best things that can happen in the life of a Barbershopper. Each year some of our 
members who perform above and beyond the call of duty receive honors from the district. It is the duty of this committee to provide 
the proper recognition in the manner of saying “Thank You!” 
  
Trophies and lapel pins presented to our quartet and chorus competitors each year at division and district contests remain the 
responsibility of the Events Committee, in conjunction with the Contest and Judging Committee. The following is an update on the 
Awards Committee’s activities and responsibilities: 
  

· We provide the FWD Hall of Fame Plaque, lapel pin and name badge to the Chairman of that committee  
to be presented to the winner at the Spring Convention. 

· We provide 12 plaques for the top three High School Quartet winners at the Spring Convention. In addition, we have followed up with 
the outgoing champions to assure the traveling trophy is ready for presentation Saturday afternoon. The AFWDC has provided a new 
traveling trophy award for this competition and it is dedicated to the memory of Lloyd Steinkamp.� 

· We provide a plaque for the Spring and Fall Convention Honorees. In addition we present a corsage to his significant other for 
presentation during the convention.� 

· As of August 20, 2009, we have created and forwarded 135 Bachelor of Harmony Certificates. Jacket patches are mailed with 
certificates to an officer in each recipient’s chapter for proper presentation. We suggest the certificates be framed before presentation. 
(We strongly recommend each chapter present new members their new member certificate in an attractive frame… to be displayed 
proudly for others to see!)� 

· We provide the FWD Chapter of the Year Award for the previous year to be presented at the House of Delegates at the Spring 
Convention. The selection of the Chapter of the Year is made by the President with input from the Board of Directors. This award is 
for the chapter that has displayed positive activity and results in membership growth and retention, community involvement, division 
and district involvement in schools and contests and a working program for Youth In Harmony.� 

· The Chapter of the Year Plaque is a perpetual award and is only retained by the chapter for that one year (unless it wins again the 
following year). We also provide a permanent award to the winning chapter donated by the family of Owen Edwards and presented at 
the House of Delegates Meeting.� 

· Finally, we provide the FWD President’s Award to be presented by the President at a time of his choosing. 
  
Thank you! It is our pleasure to serve the Far Western District! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Deane Scoville, Chairman 
Lynn Brittan, Carl Truman 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From: � Gordon Bergthold, Chairman CSLT Committee 
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 
After pondering the responsibilities of the Chapter Support & Leadership Training (CSLT) Chair for several months and 
having had many discussions with those with experience in this area of district responsibilities I, and many others with 
whom I have consulted, have come to the conclusion that a new approach for the Far Western District CSLT program is 
warranted and justified.  For many years we have tried to use the Chapter Counselor assigned to our various divisions to 
consult on musical, administrative, show performance, membership and other issues vital to the survival of the district 
chapters and choruses.  While many qualified individuals have filled these positions over the years, it seems that there are 
too many specific issues within the chapter operations for any one person to handle effectively. 
 
The most obviously need is membership, both recruitment and retention, and that issue alone is occupying much of the 
district and international leadership’s time at meetings throughout the U.S. and world.  Chapters with undefined 
membership goals are finding retention as a real challenge. Musical and performance programs need guidance and 
assistance from individuals or teams from more experienced and successful chapters to help increase membership and 
offer members a reason to continue to spend time on the risers. Not all choruses are contest driven, but they still have 
needs that are consistent with their individual missions within the society. Youth programs to help introduce younger 
singers to our organization are needed in every chapter…not only to help reduce our aging membership but to perpetuate 
barbershop harmony. 
 
In order to assist the FWD chapters in these and other areas of need, I propose eliminating the chapter counselor program 
and establishing a pool of talent with expertise in each discipline such as music, membership, administration and youth 
development.  This does not mean that some of the existing chapter counselors could not fill one of the roles mentioned, 
but it does mean reshuffling the pool of talent to better suit the needs of the chapters who request help.  There will be 
individuals who have the experience and expertise to handle more than one area of need but those individuals who 
volunteer for these positions will need to demonstrate their proficiency and become certified to serve as representative of 
the available pool known as Chapter Service Representatives.  This will require training for candidates and those of us 
who will lead this very important segment of leadership in the district. 
 
In summary, this is a beginning of a new direction that has been successful in other districts. I will be contacting each 
Division Vice President in the very near future to discuss what role they can play in making this program work for their 
division chapters.  I will also contact those Chapter Counselors currently serving the FWD to get their input as to ways to 
better serve the division chapters. I would welcome any and all suggestions relating to this plan and hope for the sake of 
the district, and society, that we can each contribute to the CSLT program and make it a successful leadership vehicle for 
the future. 
 
I found the following quote helpful in assessing new programs introduced as a means of improving our barbershop society 
experience. “Nothing will ever be attempted if all possible objections must first be overcome. Another thought about 
changing direction is, if you don’t know where you’re going any road will get you there. 
 
In Harmony, 
Gordon Bergthold 
FWD CSLT Chair 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Dave Tautkus, Chairman, Chorus Director Development Committee 
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 
 
Late breaking news.  Golden Valley Chorus (Central California) will be losing their director shortly after the 
district convention.  Interested parties, please contact me. 
 
Are you a chorus director who will be attending the District convention?  Friday from 11-1 we will be having a 
director luncheon in Bakersfield.  A time to share ideas, meet each other, and get to know Jay Giallombardo, 
former director of the New Tradition Chorus from Northbrook, ILL.  This is a no host lunch, your chapter may 
be willing to pay your way.  YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE DIRECTING A COMPETITIVE CHORUS.  It is 
open to chorus directors and assistant directors.  Early registration will be required. 
 
Interested in directing?  We will be having a beginning director class on Friday of the District convention at 
2pm.  See the convention brochure for details. 
 
Do you have a success story to share as a director, a student from DC or in your director search?  Please share 
those with us. 
 
I am still looking for chapters willing to host a CDWI.  We are considering one in the Fresno area in January, I 
would like to have a CDWI opportunity in EACH DIVISION. 
 
Thanks for the work you continue to do.  The music is in our hands. 
 
 
 
Dave Tautkus 
Kennedy High School 
Music Department Chair, 2006 Wal-Mart Teacher of the Year  
Director, San Fernando Valley Valleyaires Barbershop Chorus 
Barbershop Harmony Society Singing Judge 
818-271-2996 
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To:          FWD House of Delegates 
From:          Dick Girvin, Chairman, FWD Communications Committee�
Subject:      District Communications Status  
Date:         October 9, 2009  
  
The district administration has been provided with a number of e-mail communications tools to assist in the dissemination of 
information and provide a direct line of contact between the chapter officers and the individuals with whom they must be in touch.  
The specific listservs established for the district include: 

·          FWD-MGMT@yahoo.groups.com   District President and Board of Directors 

·          FWD-COM@yahoogroups.  com District Committee Chairmen  
·          FWDCSLT@yahoogroups.  com District Chapter Counselors 
·          FWD-DMT@yahoogroups.  com District Operations Team 
·          FWD-LIST@yahoogroups.  com Open to all FWD members 
·          WESTAGS@yahoogroups.  com District officers and FWD members on request 
·          FWDquartets@yahoogroups.com  District Quartets 
·          FWD-DIST@yahoogroups.com FWD Leadership personnel 
 �
The following groups are set up to include the District Officer, Chapter Counselors assigned plus 
chapter presidents, secretaries, et al as desired by the DVP.    
·          ASNSU@yahoogroups.  com Arizona Division Chapters 
·          NCENN@yahoogroups.  com Northeast Division Chapters 
·          FWDSCE@Yahoogroups.  com Southeast Division Chapters 
·          NCWH@yahoogroups.com  Northwest Division Chapters 
·          FWDMEM@yahoogroups.com Membership Listserv 
      �

Chapter presidents have received an invitation to participate with the divisional listservs and many have taken 
advantage of this specially configured and private means to discuss divisional matters with their counselors, and 
divisional personnel.    Chapter presidents that are not aware of the opportunity should contact their DVP and 
ask to be included.   
 �
Couple these with the working divisional websites and district main website (www.  spebsqsafwd.  com), the 
membership of the district is well informed on all activities ongoing and upcoming.    Details on all district 
events are available on the website as well as governance documents including the district Standard Operating 
Procedures and many others.   
 �
Recommendations for modifications to or additions of groups to provide improved communications in the 
district are always welcome and should be addressed to the undersigned.   
 �
Dick Girvin  
(dickgirvin@juno.com) 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Russ Young District Director of  Contest & Judging  

"��#�	
$�  
�
��
�����%��&'�&�(��
�
           
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 
1.   Recommended Scores for Fall District Qualification 

 
Choruses – The current qualifying score of 58 resulted in 21 choruses qualifying for the 2008 
Fall District Contest.  2 wildcard invitees scoring 55 and above were added to bring the total 
number of qualifiers to 23. 
Quartets – The current qualifying score of 65 resulted in 23 quartets qualifying for the 2008 Fall 
District Contest.  Wildcard invitations, the required number of Senior competitors plus past 
Senior Quartet Champs brought the total number of quartets invited to 29.   
As of this writing, 5 choruses and 4 quartets have withdrawn from the contest.  The number of 
actual competitors who will appear in the contest has yet to be finalized as all entries have not 
been received. 
It is my recommendation that the qualifying score remain at 58 for choruses and 65 for 
quartets for the 2010 contest cycle.   

 
2.  Spring Contests 

 
 Competitors at the Spring Divisions and Prelim Contests seemed to be generally satisfied with 
the contest experience, based on their feedback.  Evaluations were provided for all competitors 
as schedules allowed.  Between the regular contest sessions and collegiate contests, a total of 50 
quartets competed last spring.  This was 24 fewer than the 2008 contests.  There were a total of 
26 choruses, 11 fewer than 2008. 
It is apparent by the fewer number of competitors that the economy has taken its toll on our 
contest participation.  However, there still remain choruses and quartets that simply chose not to 
compete for a number of other reasons.  There is a push to coordinate efforts with the Events 
Team to increase attendance and participation at all levels of competition in the future. 

  
3. Certified Judges  
   

Our most recent count of Certified Judges is 21.  They are: 
 Music - Ron Black   Mark Hale  
   Gary Bolles   Phil Ordaz  
   Rob Campbell  Nick Papageorge 
    Paul Engel  
      
 Presentation- Conrad Keil   Randy Stringfellow  
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 Singing - Phil DeBar   Chris Peterson  
   Alan Gordon   David Tautkus  
   Chris Hebert   Russ Young  
   Warren Hettinga 
    
 CA -  Charles Hill   Randy Meyer  
   Chuck Hunter Sr. Zig Palagyi  
   Chuck Leavitt 
    
The number of Certified Judges reflects two additions since the Fall 2008 report, to include Ron 
Black and Charles Hill. 
 
The current Candidate count remains at 9, all of whom continue reaching successful plateaus in 
the judge training program.  They are:  
 
 Music-  John Brockman 
   Cary Burns 
   Ken Potter 
   Justin Miller 
 Presentation- Sam Papageorge 
   Gary Steinkamp 
 Singing- Craig Ewing 
   Jeff Baker 
   Brett Littlefield 
    
These Candidates will continue training with hopes of being invited to attend the 2010 Category 
School for certification. 
 

4.  SOP Changes 
  

Recommended changes in the SOP include changes in the riser configuration for FWD contests.  
Detailed descriptions are cited in the District Secretary’s report. 

5.  Other 
  This marks my final report as the FWD Director of Contest & Judging.  I  hope my tenure in this 
  position has resulted in positive changes in the FWD and that we continue our "pioneer spirit" as  
  we lead the Society into the future. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Russ Young 
DDC&J 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates:   
From     Dick Girvin, District Bulletin Contest Coordinator 
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
  
FWD’s only entry in the International Bulletin Contest (Electronic) was Bruce Smith’s (Hemet) UPBEAT. 
This colorful, on-line  bulletin for was forwarded early this year for judging by the PROBE International 
Bulletin Judges resulting  in it being awarded  the Third Place, International Medal.   It was presented to Bruce  
in July at the Anaheim Convention PROBE meeting.�
 �

�
�

Bruce Smith (Hemet) �
 �

Regrettably, there were no “hard copy” bulletins entered in the International Hard Copy Bulletin Contest for 
2008, thus no award of the traveling trophies for the Large or  Small “Hard Copy” Bulletins will be made this 
year.�
 �
 �
Dick Girvin�
FWD DBC Coordinator�
Dickgirvin@juno.  com�
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Lynn Brittan, Chair, Ethics Committee�
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
  
As of this date, there are no unresolved issues needing the attention  of the FWD Ethics Committee.           
  
 Lynn Brittan, Chairman 
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To:   FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Bob Cathaway, Events Chairman 
Subject: Fall 2009 Status   
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 
 
   UPCOMING DISTRICT CONVENTIONS 
 

Spring Conventions 
2010 – March 18-21 – Reno – combined with NE Division 
2011 – March 17-20 – Reno (in work) – combined with NE Division 
 
Fall Conventions 
2009 – October 8-11 – Sacramento – Sacramento Chapter run 
2010 – October 7-10 – Bakersfield – San Luis Obispo Chapter Run 
2011 – October 13-16 – Fresno – Fresno Chapter run 
2012 – October 11-14 – taking bids (Pasadena CVB and Burbank Marriott Hotel both 
bidding their respective venues) 
 
Division Conventions for 2010 
NE – Mar 18-21 – Reno – combined with Spring Prelims 
NW – April 10 – San Mateo – Palo Alto-Mountain View 
AZ – April 17-18 – Tucson – Tucson Chapter run 
SW – May 8 – Ventura – Rincon Beach run 
SE – May 15 – TBD 

 
As you see, the Events Team is more proactive in getting the division contests planned nearly a year in advance.  
There is a significant decline in chapters competing at the division level.  We feel that maybe having the venue 
more central (i.e., no combined division contests if possible) the attendance and number of chorus competitors 
will increase.  Paul Sandorff and Gene Clements are closing in on plans for the SE division contest.  Bill Kane 
has tendered his resignation as Division Events Planner for Arizona.  Many thanks to Bill for his years of 
service to the Events team and the district. 
 
San Luis Obispo is geared up to run the Fall 2010 convention in Bakersfield.  They have stepped up and 
increased their commitment – they were originally going to be the chapter for hire.  Jim Turnmire has the 
Fresno chapter planning the Fall 2011 convention.  Both the Pasadena Convention Bureau and the Marriot 
Hotel in Burbank are bidding their respective venues for Fall 2012.  They understand our budget limitations and 
are trying to work with us to make a viable bid.  The Events team is looking for a chapter to host in 2012. 
 
John Jones, working with Nick Papageorge, had the Harmony College West contract and logistics in place and 
ready to go for this summer.  Unfortunately there were not enough registrations to cover a reasonable 
percentage of the expenses.  (FWD underwrites a portion of the total expenses).  However, John is again 
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working with Nick to make Harmony College West successful in 2010.  We really need to push attendance for 
2010 if the district is going to continue to sponsor this. 
 
Sam Barger and his team have next year’s Spring International Prelims in Reno tracking on schedule.  He also 
has the 2011 prelims in the planning stages for Reno – we have had no other bids for that convention. 
 
I am continuing to encourage chapters to consider hosting a convention.  Start with a division contest if you are 
small.  Co-host with another chapter if you are concerned about manpower.  The district has guaranteed 
minimum fees for each convention, so you can’t loose. 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Chuck Hunter, FWD Leadership Academy Coordinator 
Subject: 2009 Leadership Academies  
Date:  October 9, 2009  
 
To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Chuck Hunter, Leadership Academy Coordinator 
Subject:    
 
The Far Western District will once again hold three Leadership Academies;  November 7- Mesa, November 14 
- Stockton, and November 21 - Pico Rivera.  However this year there will be an unusual twist in the Stockton 
event.  Traditional classes will be held for the President, Secretary and Treasurer, but the remainder of the event 
will be structured as a CACM.  CACM, an Acronym for “Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings”, is the 
creation of Chuck Greene of the Dixie District that was presented in conjunction with the Society’s Harmony 
University this year to rave reviews.  Unlike the more traditional officer training this is a hands-on workshop 
that has a focus for Music Directors, Music Committee members, Program VP’s, Marketing and Public 
Relations VP’s, Membership VP’s, and chorus members who wish to enhance their barbershop experience 
through learning how to sing better, develop EMCEE skills, and become more involved in the operation of their 
chapter.  Extensive handouts will be provided and members from any chapter in the District are invited and 
encouraged to participate. 
 
The other two Leadership Academies will consist of the traditional six courses, President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Program VP, Music/Performance VP, Membership VP and Marketing/Public Relations VP.  As in recent years 
we will be utilizing FWD talent to teach most of the courses at all three seminars, and the Division VP’s will 
serve as deans and be available to discuss any issue with the participants.   
 
On a sad note, this will mark the first time in nearly thirty years that Dick Girvin will not be involved as an 
instructor, coordinator or dean due to his wife Shirley’s health issues.  These many years of service are a 
remarkable indication of the dedication Dick has for our wonderful hobby, and clearly provide one of the many 
reasons for his inclusion in the FWD Hall of Fame. 
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To:              FWD House of Delegates 
From:        Dan Jordan; Chairman, Marketing and Public Relations  
Subject:      Fall 2009 Report of Marketing and Public Relations  
Date:           October 2009 

  
· I took over this position from Kevin Smith in June of 2009, and reported to the FWD Board at its 

meeting in Fullerton in June.��
· Developed a Branding/Advertising informational piece that can assist each chapter, chorus and quartet 

by identifying what they’re trying to sell and to whom��
· My first Westunes article was sent in. It included my thoughts for promoting our district, the society, our 

form of music, and the camaraderie we all enjoy within the fraternal organization.��
· I produced a flyer called: “Why should I come to Sacramento?”  it is being used to promote attendance 

this fall.��
· The July scheduled society teleconference meeting took place on August 5th. There were 17 people on 

the line, with several outstanding subjects discussed. A complete report was written and submitted to 
President Lally and VP Priceman.��

· I scheduled a meeting and spoke with Adrian Leontovich of Lion’s Mane Productions about presenting 
our Fall convention and contest via Web-Cast. President Lally asked that I run with this project, which 
could yield the FWD some revenue from those who cannot attend the convention, and from others 
around the country/globe that want to see what the FWD is doing. All facts and figures have been 
forwarded to President Lally and VP Priceman. As of 8-21-09, I am awaiting their reply to move ahead 
with this project for October 9-10, 2009 in Sacramento.     �

· Since their has already been discussion and an approval (prior to my coming on board), to produce a 
concise marketing tool to promote the FWD, I suggested an enhanced CD, complete with the history of 
the FWD,  printable documents, photographs; including our championship quartets and choruses, VIPs, 
plus selected audio and DVD recordings, as well as PSA’s (public service announcements) about 
barbershop harmony, our youth in harmony movement, a list of all FWD chapters with contact 
information, information about Westunes, the society and our affiliates. There will also be a tri-fold 
brochure that can be handed out to all FWD members to promote membership. This is in the 
developmental stages, and a working sample will be presented to the board this fall. Since the funds 
were already allocated, we can move ahead with the production of these two important marketing tools 
and have them ready for district-wide distribution by January 1st, 2010. Complete costs and a production 
timeline will be available at the fall FWD board meeting in Sacramento.�

  
Fraternally yours, 
Dan Jordan   
FWD; Chairman, Marketing and PR 
T: 818-244-4361 - ext. 3 
E: DJordanFWDPR@aol.com 
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To:            FWD House of Delegates 
From:         Clark Abrahamson - Chairman, Member Services  
Subject:     Fall 2009 Status   
Date:        October 9, 2009  
  
Howdy – 
  
The numbers: 
As of the end of June 2009 (the last Society data I have at this writing), the FWD Member count was 2904 (excluding 
multiple memberships).  That’s a drop of some 60 members since the beginning of the year.  Gloomy?  A bit – but 
consider that the total monthly drop for 2008 was 239, which works out to nearly 20 per month – double the number at 
which we’re presently tracking.  Looks like a ray of hope to me… 
  
Even better news - we’ve recruited approximately 150 new members thus far this year, which tracks as 300 for the year, 
compared to 214 for 2008.  Let’s all make sure we warmly welcome our newest members and get them involved in 
chapter events and affairs. 
  
The roadblock to growth, as usual, is the rate of non-renewals/late renewals and, sadly, deaths.  Combined, these numbers 
roughly double the number of newbies we bring in. 
  
Behind the numbers: 

· The top 5 chapters (net gains): 
o         Redding – plus 53.33%! (8 members) 
o         Santa Cruz – plus 26.92% (7 members) 
o         North Valley – plus 16.13% (5 members) 
o         Brea (tie for 4th) - plus 11.11% (3 members) 
o         Santa Clarita (tie for 4th) – 11.11% (2 members) 
o         Placerville – plus 10.53% (4 members) 

  
In all, we had 23 chapters with gains, 47 with losses, and 15 with no change.  Congratulations to those gaining (or at least 
not losing) members! 
  
In the offing:  Watch for news of a CACM (Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings) session in conjunction with the 
NorCal Leadership Academy in Stockton November 14.  This program has been presented in several Districts with 
resounding success – in fact it has transformed the very culture of chapters in a very positive way.  It’s new – it’s effective 
– and its fun!  Rumors are that similar events are being planned for SoCal. 
  
Just wondering – if we stopped worrying so much about methods, tactics, and programs to recruit new members, and we 
all paid more attention to just having the best time we can have at chapter meetings, and doing all we can to make sure our 
guests and fellow chapter members do likewise, would membership growth perhaps take care of itself? 
  
See ‘ya around… 
Clark  
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To:              FWD House of Delegates 
From:         Nick Papageorge - Chairman, Music and Performance  
Subject:      Fall 2009 Status   
Date:         October 9, 2009  
  
Good things are happening in the area of Music and Performance.  Many chapters are taking advantage of the 
Coaching Reimbursement Program as well as the Standing Ovation Program.  The Standing Ovation Program 
helps chapters take their show productions and performances to the next level of greatness.  Our certified 
evaluators come to your show (and/or your dress rehearsal) and give valuable suggestions for everything form 
the flow of a script to the ease of parking the car and finding the lobby of your venue.  Everything your 
audience experiences, our evaluators experience.  Try it out by emailing me and I will find an evaluator in your 
area.  You just need to provide a couple of tickets to your show and reimbursement for mileage.  An SOP 
review will provide you with valuable suggestions for  an outstanding chapter show. 
  
Harmony College West 2009, unfortunately had to be cancelled.  However, we went ahead with an all day 
Quartet Coaching Clinic for the quartets who registered for Harmony College West.  6 quartets in Northern 
California, and 3 quartets in Southern California were coached by 9 of our district’s finest coaches.  Each 
quartet came away from the day with new techniques in singing, musicality and performance.  Next year’s 
Harmony College West is scheduled for University of Redlands during the weekend of July 16-18, 2010.  
Please help us by encouraging your chapter members to participate.  The classes and coaching at this event are 
invaluable to a chapter’s musical health.  Give scholarships to section leaders, chapter members, or directors.  
Or talk to me about having your entire chapter attend.  Your chapter could attend classes half of the time and be 
coached the other half. 
  
Lastly, it is imperative to the health of our district that your chapter remain involved in District-Sponsored 
Events.  Contests/Conventions, Schools, and Leadership Academies (COTS) are all just part of what your 
chapter needs to keep growing musically.  But in addition, your chapter members will enjoy their hobby much 
more.  In order to keep programs and events going, we must have participation.  I think we all know that the 
greater the Barbershoppers in one place, the more singing and fun is had.  PLEASE SUPPORT your DIVISION 
CONVENTIONS/ CONTESTS, as well as our DISTRICT CONVENTIONS/CONTESTS. I have been 
contacting members of the district to discuss a new idea for the format of our division contests.  If you are 
interested in helping me, and I don’t have the opportunity to talk to you, please email me or call me. (you can 
look up my information on the members portion of the District Website.  
  
Thank you for all of your support, kind words, and suggestions in my first 6 months as your Music and 
Performance VP. 
  
Nick Papageorge 
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To:  FWD Board 
From:  Bill Cale Chairman Nominating Committee�
Subject: Nominating Committee Report 
Date:  October, 2009 
  
  
The Far Western District Nominating Committee is pleased to submit the following men to serve on 
the District Board of Directors for the year 2010 in the positions indicated below. 
  
 President:    Bernard Priceman  
  Executive VP:   Russ Young 
 Immediate Past President:  Bob Lally 
 Secretary:    Dick Girvin 
 Treasurer:    Jim Sherman 
 Div 1 SW:    Bill Rosica 
 Div 2 SE:    Gene Clements 
 Div 3 NW:    Steve Sammonds 
 Div 4 NE:    Tim Turnmire 
 Div 5 AZ:    Ted Sayle 
  
  
  

In accordance with the current FWD SOP, the Nominating Committee reported to the FWD BOD Summer 
Board Meeting with the above slate for inclusion in the Delegates Brochure, and to WESTUNES for 
publication in the issue prior to election. 
  
Floor Nominations may only be made in accordance with Standard District Bylaws, Art. V (Section 5.05 c) 
which states: 

  
 “…Nominations may be made from the floor by any delegate provided that he has obtained the consent of his proposed nominee 

and has notified all delegates in writing at least 10 days in advance of the meeting of his intention to make such nomination.” 
  

  
  
FWD Nominating Committee 
Bill Cale, Chairman 
Peter Feeney 
Gene Clements
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  John Krizek, Chairman, Youth in Harmony �
Subject: Fall 2009 Youth in Harmony Report  
Date:  October 9, 2009  
  
Web site upgrade.     Check the FWD YIH web site—upgraded thanks to Jim Wiggins, San Fernando Valley 
secretary back in the ‘80’s—for lots of information, inspiration, news and contacts.  Including the roster of area 
coordinators, the go-to guys who can provide all sorts of help and answer questions. 
  
Team Roster.   The roster of area coordinators includes:  Mark Freedkin, Orange County and LA;  Paul Girard, 
San Diego County;  Bernie Sentianin, Ventura/Central Coast;  Ron Hayes, Southern Arizona; Jerry Fox, 
Phoenix Eastside; Lawrence Stern, Santa Cruz County and Southern NorthWest Division;  Bruce Sellnow, 
Central Valley and East Bay; and Jim Crowley, Northern Nevada.   It’s a great team—but you may notice some 
parts of the District without a coordinator.  Please let us know of any needs or suggestions. 
  
New Adult Counselor Policy Form.    Needs to be signed by all volunteers working with kids at camps and 
festivals.  Just as a precaution, and a reminder about standards of conduct.  On the web site. 
  
Festivals.   Congratulations to Tucson which is holding its fourth annual Youth Harmony Day (coed) in 
September;  Prescott and San Diego/La Jolla who will be holding their first Real Men Sing festivals (men of all 
ages) in October;  Rincon, which is planning its second annual Central Coast Youth Harmony festival next 
February; and of course Santa Fe Springs, which hosts the mother of all festivals every year in February.   We 
should have at least one festival in every Division.   By festival here, we mean kids learning and singing 
barbershop. Congratulations also to Conejo Valley, Santa Cruz, Davis/Vacaville, Placerville, and all other 
chapters who provide opportunities for school choirs to perform, and raise funds for their choral programs.   
  
Youth Marketing Campaign.   At the urging of our Westminster brothers, the board last Spring endorsed a 
program designed to reach out to a wider audience of young men.  The program has two parts:  1)  To provide a 
presence on college campuses by arranging visits by our best college quartets to choral groups that may include 
male singers who may not be music majors;  2)  To create a series of videos designed with offbeat humor for 
distribution via the internet, which is where young people live.  It is hoped that such video clips might become 
“viral” which means they get widely circulated.   The chairman of this effort, Lane Aikin, is coping with 
computer problems but hopes to make barbershop “cool” in the near future.   Anyone with ideas along these 
lines, please contact Lane.   And, anyone with contacts on a university campus where we might get the right 
exposure for one of our great young quartets, please let us know! 
  
Congratulations in order.   To The Vagrants, for becoming the first all-FWD college quartet champs in 
Anaheim;  to Westminster for becoming “Chorus of the World” at the international festival in Wales in July;  to 
Placerville and Carson City, for continuing to set examples with youth chorus activity; and to Richard Lund and 
Placerville, for once again hosting the annual FWD Youth Harmony Camp. 
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                          Download and fill out as directed on Page 5 of this report 
 

Chapter Delegate’s Credential Form 
 

        
 Chapter Delegate’s Credential Form  

House of Delegates, Far Western District 
                                       

FALL HOD Meeting:  October 9, 2009 
 

From Chapter President:  This will certify that the Delegate of 
 

the ____________________________________Chapter 
 

Is_____________________________________________ 
 

_________________       __________________________ 
(Delegate Signature)          (Chapter President Signature) 

 
DELEGATE: Please present this card to the DVP at yo ur 

table .   


