~~  GUESTS & RECRUITING  ~~

Here’s what you can do to help a guest – (From “I Was A Barbershop Spy” - Harmonizer)
1. If you see someone walk in to practice that you don’t know, immediately introduce yourself and get the guest a name-tag.  

2. Get the guest a cup of coffee and wait on him a bit.  Treat the guest as you would a guest in your own home.

3. Sing a tag or short song with him in a quartet or small ensemble.  Fifth-wheel him if necessary but encourage him to sing.  Remember… he came to sing!

4. Introduce him to at least 5 other members of the chapter and help the guest “network” a little.  Find out what he does for a living and what his interests are and introduce him to other members with the same occupation/interests.

5. Personally introduce him to your director and encourage the director to take a couple of minutes to get to know the guest.  The director is very influential in helping guests decide to come back again.

6. Give the guest something to “borrow” for a week – a CD, video, arrangements.  This gives him a reason to return the following week and allows him to find out more about your hobby.

7. Call the guest the very next day and ask him “what did you like best about last night?”  His answers will give you insight into what it will take to convert him into a new member and it provides feedback for the chapter.

Involve the guest immediately and completely in the whole evening. Make sure to get his email address and tell him about the chorus, district and society websites where he can find more information.  Here’s what the Kitsap Chordsmen have done to grow their chapter:

When a guest arrives, they have them sign a guest book and put on a name-tag.  After a warm welcome, they give them a guest music folder and a schedule of the evening’s activities and invite them to stand with the chorus on the risers.  The director then takes a moment to welcome the guest and buddies them up with another of the same part.  He pauses so the others around him can introduce themselves and welcome the guest to the meeting.  Then he gets right back to business.  Each time they change songs, more men introduce themselves.  At break, the members tell the guests about the chapter and what barbershop is all about.  They form quartets and encourage the guests to sing tags (there is no hanging around the coffee pot).  They’re having too much fun enjoying each other’s company and making sure the guests feel welcome.

Bottom Line: The chairs around the risers should collect dust and rust before becoming a dumping ground for the guests you don’t know how to handle.

Attach this to the front of your music binder so you don’t forget and watch the chorus grow!!!

